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` CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 

MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

JANUARY 10, 2022     7:00 PM    IN PERSON AND VIA ZOOM 

CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35, ST. CROIX FALLS WI 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER                                         

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at 

7:00 pm on Monday, January 10, 2022 at City Hall in person and via Zoom, pursuant to due notice.  Roll 

Call: Councilpersons Craig Lien, Joe Snyder, and Jeff Virchow were present in person.  Warren White 

joined via zoom at 7:53pm. Also present in person: Administrator Joel West, Fire Chief Mike Dorsey, and 

Deputy Clerk Sarah Jensen.  Police Chief Erin Murphy and members of the public and press were present 

via zoom.  All joined in the Salute to the Flag. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Jeff Virchow moved to approve the minutes for the Council Meeting on December 13, 2021, second by 

Craig Lien, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

REPORTS 

Police Chief Murphy presented the December Police Report. Officers participated in the annual Shop with 

a Cop/Hero event at Wal-Mart again. Officer Tyler secured a grant to double the funding, allowing 50 

local youth to participate. Mayor Anderson noted that January 9th was Law Enforcement Appreciation 

Day and thanked the Department for all that they do to protect the City. 

Fire Chief Dorsey presented the December Fire Department Report and reported that annual fire 

inspections are complete, however, the Inspector was not allowed in 3 vacant buildings and they are 

currently going through the legal system. 

Administrator Joel West presented the December Administration Report. He shared an update on 

proceeds from the bond sales. 

Councilperson Snyder reported that the Centennial Committee is planning to meet soon regarding the 

Civic Auditorium.  
 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 

General Fund: $326,449.94, Library Fund: $3,332.67, Capital Projects Fund: $21,682.00, Capital 

Improvement Plan Fund: $18.70, Water Fund: $11,818.44, Sewer Fund: $14,716.35.  

Lien moved to approve claims, second by Snyder, roll call vote, Lien, Snyder, and Virchow voted aye, 

motion passed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Tammy Rousch, Barb Fossom, and Deb Swanson, downtown business owners, voiced concerns regarding 

other business owners/renters using parking spaces on Washington Street, causing difficulties for their 

customers to find parking. 
 

OLD BUSINESS                    

Consider Purchase of UTV with Rescue Skid for Fire Department  

The Fire Department proposed the purchase of a new UTV to replace the existing outdated UTV. A bid 

from Polaris was received for a Ranger Crew XP 1000 (with Rescue Skid) for $36,215.09. Council 

discussed this purchase during the December meeting and stated they would like an update on the budget 

and additional bids before voting. West provided a budget update, stating there are funds in this purchase. 

The Fire Department also secured a $10,000 DNR Grant. Dorsey stated he explored other options and this 

machine best fits the Department’s needs. 

Lien motioned to approve the purchase of the UTV with rescue skid for the Fire Department not to exceed 

$36,215.09, with the understanding that the Department will purchase a trailer using funds from another 

fundraising account, second by Snyder, roll call vote, Lien, Snyder, Virchow, and White voted aye, 

motion passed. 
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Consider a Tobacco License for S & T Crystal Tavern, 130 N Washington St 

Lien moved to approve a tobacco license for S & T Crystal Tavern, second by White, voice vote, motion 

passed. 
 

Consider Quote to Remove and Replace Portion of Concrete floor in Police Garage/Fire Hall to Install 

Floor Drains  

The City has planned and budgeted for the removal and replacement of a part of the concrete floor in the 

Police Garage/Fire Hall to install floor drains to improve safety and help preserve the building. J & S 

Contracting has submitted a quote for $14,740 to complete the concrete work. The City will need to 

purchase the floor drain and sand trap. The Public Works Department will provide the additional labor. 

$30,000 is budgeted for the entire project. 

Lien motioned to approve the quote from J & S Contracting to remove and replace a portion of the Police 

Garage/Fire Hall concrete floor to install floor drains, with a budget of $30,000 for the entire project, 

second by Snyder, roll call vote, Lien, Snyder, Virchow, and White voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Ordinance Amending Zoning Code 17.111 (2) to Allow for Minimum Floor Areas 

Different from the Underlying Zoning District for Planned Unit Developments 

This Ordinance has come before Council and the Plan Commission in the past to allow for greater 

flexibility in residential development if the City feels it serves the City’s needs.  

Lien moved to approve Ordinance Amending Zoning Code 17.111 (2) to Allow for Minimum Floor Areas 

Different from the Underlying Zoning District for Planned Unit Developments, second by Snyder. 

Discussion followed regarding if/what minimum square footage should be in place. Council agreed that a 

500 square foot minimum would be sufficient. 

Lien moved to amend the motion to approve Ordinance Amending Zoning Code 17.111 (2) to Allow for 

Minimum Floor Areas, not less than 500 square feet, Different from the Underlying Zoning Districts for 

Planned Unit Developments, second by Snyder, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

Appointments to Committees, Commissions and Boards 

None 
 

Closed Session Pursuant to State Statute 19.85(e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public 

properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever 

competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session. AND 19.85(1)(g), conferring with legal 

counsel for the governing body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved, 

specifically in regards to buildings at 101, 107 and 136 N Washington St  

Lien moved to enter closed session pursuant to state statute 19.85(e) deliberating or negotiating the 

purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, 

whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session. AND 19.85(1)(g), conferring with 

legal counsel for the governing body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved, 

specifically in regards to buildings at 101, 107 and 136 N Washington St, second by Virchow, roll call vote, 

Lien, Virchow, Snyder, and White voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Reconvene in Open Session 

White moved to reconvene in open session, second by Lien, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

Action from Closed Session, if Any 

No action was taken. Discussion only. 

 

ADJOURNMENT  

Craig Lien moved to adjourn, second by Joe Snyder, voice vote, motion passed at 9:56 pm. 
 

Kirk Anderson, Mayor                                                                                Sarah Jensen, Deputy Clerk 


