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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING
JANUARY 14, 2019, 7:00 PM
CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35
ST CROIX FALLS WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Arnie Carlson called a regular meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00
pm on Monday, January 14, 2019, pursuant to due notice. Roll Call: Councilpersons, Joy Zasadny, Chris
Chelberg and Kirk Anderson were present. Also present Clerk Bonita Leggitt, Police Chief Erin Murphy, Fire
Chief Mike Dorsey, Library Director Su Leslie, the public and the press. All joined Salute to the Flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chris Chelberg moved to approve the Minutes of the December 17, 2018 Regular Council Meeting, second by
Joy Zasadny, voice vote, motion passed.

REPORTS

Police Chief Erin Murphy presented the December 2018 Police Report, noting that the new squad cars may be
here in February.

Fire Chief Mike Dorsey presented the December 2018 Fire Dept Report.

Library Director Su Leslie presented the December 2018 Library Report, noting there would be a Michael Perry
author event on January 30.

Meg Luhrs, Centennial Committee: the Centennial Committee is committed to the Civic Auditorium project and
continues to work towards that goal. Due to timing we may lose the WEDC Grant. We are working on a scaled
down plan to work within the constraints of funds available, including a smaller addition to house only the
elevator, restrooms and staircase. We request a 60 day extension to draw up plans for the reduced design. The
Joint Review Board could be reconvened and a public hearing held to review the acceptability of a reduced plan
and compliance with TIF rules.

Joy Zasadny: a Trail Town Designation Celebration event is being planned for spring.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General $66245.92, Library $91.34, Water $20,566.95, Sewer $70,694.51, Room Tax $5,675.00

Joy Zasadny moved to approve claims, second by Kirk Anderson, roll call vote, Joy Zasadny, Kirk Anderson
and Chris Chelberg voted aye, motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Warren White shared a chart and reviewed the TIF debt/revenue status and how funds would be dispersed if the
District were closed early.

Kirk Anderson moved to extend the time for Public Comments by an additional 10 minutes, second by Joy
Zasadny, voice vote, motion passed.

Joyce McKenzie spoke on behalf of herself and her daughter Kelly in support of the Civic Auditorium Project.
Norm Toensing: have seen a lot of good and bad changes over the years, | support the Civic Auditorium
Project, don’t want the Auditorium to be part of the decay.

Danette Olsen McCarthy: was under the impression from the last Centennial Committee Meeting that this
would be on the January 28™ Council Meeting agenda, surprised to have it come up on this meeting. This
project will benefit the City, surrounding area and tourism. Request 60 day extension to draw up reduced
design Plan.

Steve Bont: involved with many aspects of the City, contacted individual Councilpersons today regarding the
project. what is the actual cost of the project and what will be impact on tax payers?
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OLD BUSINESS

Consider Request for a Sewer Credit by James Allen

James Allen: did some home improvements last summer, including installation of new sod, required a lot of
watering, was shocked to see amount of water bill when it came, didn’t know we should have had a secondary
meter for outside use, request a sewer credit on the water used for the sod.

Joy Zasadny moved to allow a sewer credit for James Allen, second by Kirk Anderson, roll call vote, Joy
Zasadny, Kirk Anderson and Chris Chelberg voted aye, motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Adoption of Policy for Special Events and Street Closures

This Policy would apply to large gatherings “events” that include street closure, use of public parking lot, use of
public sidewalk and trails or that will attract attendees of 250 or more persons. The Policy addresses
advertising, alcohol, clean up, management, insurance and fees/costs.

Joy Zasadny moved to adopt the Policy for Special Events and Street Closures with the addition of
recommended number of satellite toilets based upon anticipated participants and collaboration with Police Dept
and Public Works on Safety, second by Chris Chelberg, voice vote, motion passed.

Discuss Establishing Fees for Excessive use of Protective Services

Council discussed how the Police Dept and Fire Dept are frequently called to the same locations, such as to
Walmart, the Hospital and some apartment complexes. How would “excessive” calls be determined?

Fire Chief Mike Dorsey was opposed to fees for calls, doesn’t want to discourage people from calling in an
emergency due to concerns over cost.

Police Chief Erin Murphy noted that the Police are required to respond and stay when called to a hospital, and
as for big box retailers, while the department does get a lot of calls to some, they also get donations and grants
from them. Would support a school liaison officer.

Consider Approval of Teamsters Union Contract for 2019
One year Teamsters” Union Contract with CP1 wage increase of 2.25% for Public Works.
Joy Zasadny moved to approve the contract for 2019, second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, passed.

Consider Setting Wage for Part Time and Summer Help in Public Works at $15.00 an Hour
Joy Zasadny moved to approve setting the wage for part time help at $15 an hour, second by Kirk Anderson,
roll call vote, Joy Zasadny, Kirk Anderson and Chris Chelberg voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Policy for Placing Items on City Council and Plan Commission Agendas

The proposed policy is for items to be submitted at least 5 days prior to the meeting date for the City Council
and Plan Commission meetings to allow for agendas to go out earlier. If adopted items would need to be
submitted by 4:30 pm on Tuesday for meetings on Mondays.

Joy Zasadny moved to adopt the Policy for placing items on Council and Plan Commission agendas, second by
Chris Chelberg, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Resolution Terminating the Civic Auditorium Rehab Project and Disbanding the Centennial
Committee

This Resolution repeals Resolution #16-7, ending the Civic Auditorium Project as designed and directs the
Centennial Committee to finalize fund raising efforts and report total donations received by February 1%

Kirk Anderson: resolution seems premature, Centennial Committee has requested a 60 day extension to
complete a scaled back plan to use funds currently available. WEDC Grand expires soon, proposed scaled back
project does not include that grant funding. The negative attitude of the Council, such as the letter that was sent
out with water bills, has hurt fund raising efforts. The Centennial Committee would like to activate the non-
profit and take steps to purchase the Auditorium Building. | support economic development for downtown; | do
not support this resolution. The project would use available TIF Funds that otherwise will be distributed
between the taxing jurisdictions, thus being lost to the City.
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Mayor Carlson: this project has been kicked down the road for years; the Centennial Committee has fallen short
of funding goal. The TIF Plan allows the Council to do what they feel is the best course, whether that be going
forward with, or stopping, the project. Upon review, the majority of donations have come from non-residents.
Chris Chelberg: disappointed in contingent of people who talk to me outside in opposition to the project that
won’t speak up publically. We have kicked this project down the road a long time and haven’t generated the
funds needed to do the project. We have spent our time, energy for months on this when there are other
improvements needed around town.

Joy Zasadny: the WEDC Grant agreement requires philanthropic donations of $1.3 mil to meet terms of the
grant. We were told many times that the project was the minimum scope needed. Money shows support, if this
project had the support we would have the money to do it.

Chris Chelberg moved to adopt Resolution #19-1, Repealing Resolution #16-7 Relating to Restoration and
Expansion of the Civic Auditorium, second by Joy Zasadny, roll call vote, Chris Chelberg and Joy Zasadny
voted aye, Kirk Anderson voted nay, motion passed.

Consider Creation of an Administrative Recruitment Committee
Joy Zasadny moved to create an Administrative Recruitment Committee, second by Chris Chelberg, voice vote,
motion passed.

Consider Appointment to Committees, Commissions and Boards

Joy Zasadny moved to confirm the appointments of Darrell Anderson, Chris Chelberg, Arnie Carlson, Gail
Bibeau and Bonita Leggitt to the Administrative Recruitment Committee and of Harlon Owens as Advisor,
second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed.

Chris Chelberg moved to confirm the appointment of Joy Zasadny to the Ordinance Review Committee, second
by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed.

ADJOURNMENT
Joy Zasadny moved to adjourn, second by Chris Chelberg, voice vote, motion passed. 9:10 pm.

Arnie Carlson, Mayor Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk
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