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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 

MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

JANUARY 28, 2019, 7:00 PM 

CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35 

ST CROIX FALLS WI 
                                                        

 

CALL TO ORDER                                         

Mayor Arnie Carlson called a meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:02 pm on 

Monday, January 28, 2019, pursuant to due notice.  Roll Call: Councilpersons Kirk Anderson, Joy Zasadny and 

Chris Chelberg were present.  Also present Clerk Bonita Leggitt, Public Works Director Matt Larson, the public 

and the press. All joined Salute to the Flag. 
 

APPOINTMENT TO FILL VACANT SEAT FOR ALDERMANIC DISTRICT1 

Two people have volunteered to fill the vacant position, Ken Coutier and Warren White, both are running as 

candidates for the position, Mayor Carlson recommended Ken Coutier. 

Council questioned if the vacant seat had to be filled, were uncomfortable with appointing one candidate over 

another.  It was the consensus of the Council to leave the seat vacant till the election.   
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Joy Zasadny moved to approve the Minutes of the January 14, 2019 Council Meeting, second by Kirk 

Anderson, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

REPORTS 

Public Works Director Matt Larson presented the December 2018 Public Works Report. 

The January 21, 2019 Plan Commission Minutes were presented for Council’s information.   
 

 APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 
General Fund $45,226.37, Library Fund $4,597.59, Debt Service $17,467.53, Water $10,583.60, Sewer $5,282.43, 

Room Tax $10,000.00  

Council questioned why Mike Kutney was being reimbursed for training after his last scheduled work day.  

Chris Chelberg moved to approve claims with the exception of training reimbursement for Mike Kutney, second 

by Joy Zasadny, roll call vote,  Chris Chelberg, Joy Zasadny and Kirk Anderson voted aye, motion passed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Rick Anderson: would like to see City do something with TIF money to benefit downtown and not just turn it 

over to other taxing jurisdictions. 

Norm Toensing: has the Council seen the letter from Magnussen Law Firm? The Civic Auditorium is in decay, 

this is a second chance for City to revisit the issue.  The City Council’s posturing has discouraged potential 

donors to the project.  

Jon Cermin: there doesn’t seem to be a Plan B for the Civic Auditorium, if project went forward the value of the 

building would increase and could be sold in the future for a profit.  There is a non-profit entity waiting in the 

wings to take the burden of managing the building off the City.  We need to re-invest in the downtown.   

Dr Therese Durkin, SCRMC, spoke in opposition to the elimination of fluoride in City water supply.   

Tylor Hoffman: have a complaint against Police Dept, filled out a request for records, I am not legally required 

to provide name, was also told by the Police Chief that I can’t wear body camera when coming to the Police 

Dept.   
 

NEW BUSINESS                 

Presentation and Update on Current Status and Option for Early Closing of TIF District   
Sean Lentz, Ehlers: deadline to close the TIF early is April 15, to payoff the debt and close the TIF early 

$1,316,020 of the CDA money would need to be returned to the TIF, this would leave a balance of $1,671,061 

with the CDA.  Closing the TIF in 2019 would add $60,380,900 to the tax base.  If the TIF were to close in 

2020 there would be additional projected revenues of $1,242,849 at which time only $161,506 would need to be 
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returned from the CDA to payoff all TIF debt, leaving a balance of $2,825,575 with the CDA.  There is also an 

option to extend the life of a TIF one year to fund Affordable Housing.     
 

Consider Plan Commission Recommendation for a Temporary Storage Structure for the Woolly Bike 

Club at the Trail Head  

The Woolly Bike Club proposes a temporary 12 ft by 24 ft storage building to house a snowmobile, grooming 

trailer and other trail grooming equipment in.  The Plan Commission has reviewed the request and based upon 

findings that recreational use is permitted in the R1 Residential Zoning District and as such the trails are the 

principal structure on the property, then an accessory building is allowed and recommends approval of a 

temporary storage structure.   

Joy Zasadny moved to approve a temporary 12’ by 24’ storage building, recognizing that the bike trail is the 

principal use of the property, second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

Consider Authorizing Repair and Rehab of Well #9 

Matt Larson: the bearings went out of the pump in Well #9, when the pump is pulled we will need to remove 

the old screen, good time to replace the screen and the meter for the pump. With repair costs of about $56,000 

plus the cost of new screening the request is to authorize $65,000 for repair and rehab.  

Joy Zasadny moved to authorize repair and rehab of Well #9 not to exceed $70,000, second by Chris Chelberg, 

roll call vote, Joy Zasadny, Chris Chelberg and Kirk Anderson voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Purchase of Discounted Previous Model Year (2016) Loader/Backhoe  

Matt Larson, based upon additional information that came in today this piece of equipment is not compatible 

with our future equipment plan.   
 

Consider Discontinuing Addition of Fluoride to City Water System 

Matt Larson: the addition of fluoride to City water is a cost, safety, and time concern, the benefits of fluoride 

are gotten via drinking the water, however only about 1% of the water treated is consumed, the rest is used for 

other purposes.  It costs about $9,292.72 to fluoridate our water, fluoride is highly regulated and is required to 

be monitored and tested daily, taking about an half hours labor every day, it is classified as a hazardous 

chemical.  Fluoride is not required by the DNR.  There are alternate methods of providing fluoride to residents.  

Luck, Amery and Dresser no longer treat their water with fluoride and Frederic is considering stopping also.   

It was noted that the County provides fluoride options for school children. 

Joy Zasadny moved to discontinue fluoride treatment as there are other options for it, second by Kirk Anderson, 

roll call vote, Joy Zasadny and Kirk Anderson voted aye, Chris Chelberg voted nay, motion passed.     
 

Consider Approval of Purchase of a Diesel Fuel Tank for the City Shop 

Currently the City purchases diesel fuel at the various gas stations around town, therefore we also pay road tax 

on every gallon even though most is not used for over the road vehicles.  If we purchase our own tank we can 

get fuel without the road tax and would additionally have ready access.  a 550 gallon tank from Dehn Oil is 

$3,394.00, would pay for itself in savings after 2 years.   

Chris Chelberg moved to approve purchase of a 550 gallon tank from Dehn Oil for $3,394.00, second by Joy 

Zasadny, roll call vote, Chris Chelberg, Joy Zasadny and Kirk Anderson voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Council Directive for Civic Auditorium Building 

Chris Chelberg moved to table to the February 11, 2019 Council Meeting, second by Joy Zasadny, voice vote, 

motion passed.     
 

Appointments to Committees, Commissions and Boards 

Chris Chelberg moved to confirm the appointment of Joy Zasadny to the Historic Preservation Committee and 

of Kirk Anderson to the Fire Department, second by Joy Zasadny, voice vote, motion passed. 

Joy Zasadny moved to confirm the appointment of Janelle Brant and Karen Chernyaev to the Ordinance Review 

Committee, second by Chris Chelberg, voice vote, motion passed.   
 

CLOSED SESSION 
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Consider Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1)(g), Conferring with Legal Counsel for 

the Governing Body with Respect to Litigation in Which it is or is likely to Become Involved, Specifically in 

Regards to Possible Legal Action Relating to the Coating Failure at the WWTP 

Joy Zasadny moved to enter Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1)(g), Conferring with 

Legal Counsel for the Governing Body with Respect to Litigation in Which it is or is likely to Become 

Involved, Specifically in Regards to Possible Legal Action Relating to the Coating Failure at the WWTP, 

second by Chris Chelberg, roll call vote, Joy Zasadny, Chris Chelberg and Kirk Anderson voted aye, passed. 

 

Joy Zasadny moved to reconvene in Open Session, second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, passed.  

 

ADJOURNMENT  

Joy Zasadny moved to adjourn, second by Chris Chelberg, voice vote, motion passed.  9:12 pm. 

 

Arnie Carlson, Mayor                                                                                Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk 


