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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 

MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

JANUARY 29, 2018, 7:00 PM 

CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35 

ST CROIX FALLS WI 
                                                        

 

CALL TO ORDER                                         

Mayor Brian Blesi called a regular meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm 

on Monday, January 29, 2018, pursuant to due notice.  Roll Call: Councilpersons, Arnie Carlson, Chris 

Chelberg and Brent Waak were present.  Also present Clerk Bonita Leggitt, Public Works Director Matt 

Larson, the public and the press. All joined Salute to the Flag. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Chris Chelberg moved to approve the Minutes of the January 8, 2018 Regular Council Meeting as amended, 

second by Arnie Carlson, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

REPORTS 

Public Works Director Matt Larson presented the December 2017 Public Works Report.  
 

 APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 
General Fund $61,487.68, Library Fund $4,456.64, Water $6,548.75, Sewer $10,503.45, Room Tax $6,016.93, 

Centennial Committee $805.00 

Chris Chelberg moved to approve claims, second by Arnie Carlson, roll call vote, Chris Chelberg, Arnie 

Carlson and Brent Waak voted aye, motion passed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Mike Dorsey: would be nice to get hand towels in restrooms at City Hall rather than just the blow driers.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 

Consider Appointment and Swearing In for Vacant District 1 Aldermanic Seat  

Alderperson Jerry Berger has resigned due to work demands, Kirk Anderson is running unopposed for the 

position in the April Election.  

Brent Waak moved to appoint Kirk Anderson to the vacant District 1 Aldermanic Seat, second by Chris 

Chelberg, voice vote, motion passed.  

Kirk Anderson was sworn in by the City Clerk.    
 

Consider Appointment of Council Representative to Plan Commission 

Brent Waak moved to appoint Chris Chelberg as Council Representative to the Plan Commission, second by 

Arnie Carlson, voice vote, motion passed.          
 

Consider Ordinance Establishing a Vehicle and Equipment Replacement Program and Fund 

This Ordinance would establish a replacement fund as has been discussed the last few months. 

Arnie Carlson moved to Adopt Ordinance #1-18, Establishing a Vehicle and Equipment Replacement Program 

and Fund, second by Chris Chelberg, voice vote, motion passed.     
 

Consider Purchase of a Tractor and Snow Blower 

The purchase of a multi-use tractor and snow blower attachment will result in less salt use when clearing snow 

curb to curb. The tractor would be used for snow removal and ditch mowing.  Will take about 3 months to get 

the tractor from the time it is ordered, thus financing can be determined after discussions in February with the 

City’s financial advisor.  

Arnie Carlson moved to authorize purchase of a New Holland tractor and snow blower for $80,700, second by 

Chris Chelberg, roll call vote, Arnie Carlson, Chris Chelberg, Brent Waak and Kirk Anderson voted aye, 

motion passed.             
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Consider Proposals for Updating Day Road Lift Station 

The Day Road Lift Station pump has failed, the pump was installed in 1979 and parts are no longer being made 

for it.  The estimate to repair the pump with used parts is $4,600, a new pump costs $9,960.  The pipe, fittings 

and electrical panel are also from 1979 and are in need of replacing, the total cost to replace the pump, pipes, 

fittings and electrical panel is $38,152, these modifications would bring the lift station into compliance with 

OSHA standards for safety.  Currently we are utilizing a loaner pump from EP Electric Pump Company.  These 

repairs would be paid for out of the WWTP Replacement Fund. 

Chris Chelberg moved to authorize the replacement of the pump, pipes, fittings and electrical panel at the Day 

Road Lift Station for a cost of $38,152 plus freight if needed, second by Brent Waak, roll call vote, Chris 

Chelberg, Brent Waak, Arnie Carlson and Kirk Anderson voted aye, motion passed.     
 

Consider Proposals for Infrared Heater for West Bay of City Shop 

The heater for the west bay in the City Shop failed 3 weeks ago, this bay is where all the snow removal 

equipment is housed, the quote to replace the heater is $3,738. 

Arnie Carlson moved to approve the purchase and installation of a heater from Comfort Systems for $3,738, 

second by Chris Chelberg, roll call vote, Arnie Carlson, Chris Chelberg, Brent Waak and Kirk Anderson voted 

aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Proposals for Recoating of WWTP Tanks 

This matter will be brought to the City Attorney to recover costs from the contractors to correct the issue with 

coating failures.   Removal of the remaining coating is at time and materials as it is unknown what will be 

entailed to do the work.  Recommendation is to use epoxy coating this time.  the lowest cost quotes are $45,300 

from Shank Construction to remove and replace the equipment in the tanks plus our staff’s time.  Champion 

Coatings would then recoat the tanks with epoxy for $129,700, plus our staff’s time. 

Arnie Carlson moved to approve the quotes of Shank Construction and Champion Coatings, second by Chris 

Chelberg, roll call vote, Arnie Carlson, Chris Chelberg, Brent Waak and Kirk Anderson voted aye, passed. 
 

Consider Increasing Cell Phone Reimbursement for Use of Personal Cell Phones 

Currently Public Works employees who use their personal cell phones for work are reimbursed $40 per quarter. 

Chris Chelberg moved to increase the quarterly reimbursement for personal cell phone use for work from $40 to 

$60, second by Brent Waak, roll call vote, Chris Chelberg, Brent Waak, Kirk Anderson and Arnie Carlson 

voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Review of New Banners Proposed by BID District 

The Business Improvement District Board proposes 50 new banners for street light poles that feature seasonal 

recreational opportunities.  Council noted that snowmobiles and ATVs were not referenced in the designs.  

Brent Waak moved to approve the banner designs with the addition of snowmobiles, ATVs and UTVs, second 

by Arnie Carlson, voice vote, motion passed. 

 

Consider CSM to Split off 2 Lots from Property on 140th Ave 

The Plan Commission reviewed the proposed CSM at their January 15 meeting; concerns brought up were the 

buildable area of Lot 2 as it is a hill and availability of water and sewer in the area.  Those concerns have been 

addressed, lot 2 is 1 ½ acre in size and lot 1 is 2 ¾ acre, even with hill there is ample room for building on lot 2.  

Water and sewer would be private.   Council discussed the driveway access to lot 2 and asked that Public Works 

Director Matt Larson look at the proposed driveway location. 

Brent Waak moved to approve the CSM creating 2 new lots, second by Arnie Carlson, voice vote, passed. 
 

Consider Proposals for Appraisal of City Owned River Front Property  

The City received 3 proposals for appraisal of the river front property, ranging in price from $2,500 to $4,000. 

Brent Waak moved to accept the proposal of James Norby to appraise the river front property for a cost of 

$2,500, second by Chris Chelberg, roll call vote, Brent Waak, Chris Chelberg, Kirk Anderson and Arnie 

Carlson voted aye, motion passed.  
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Discuss Capital Improvement Plan 

Mayor Blesi met with MSA to talk about Capital Planning, recommend holding more Public Works Committee 

meetings to work on the Capital Plan. 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

Consider Entering Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1)(g), Conferring with Legal 

Counsel for the governing body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved, 

specifically regarding the Menard Claim for excessive assessment 
Chris Chelberg moved to enter Closed Session pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1)(g), conferring with 

legal counsel for the governing body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved, 

specifically regarding the Menard Claim for excessive assessment, second by Brent Waak, roll call vote, Chris 

Chelberg, Brent Waak, Kirk Anderson and Arnie Carlson voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Reconvene in Open Session 

Chris Chelberg moved to reconvene in open session, second by Arnie Carlson, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  

Brent Waak moved to adjourn, second by Arnie Carlson, voice vote, motion passed.  9:40 pm. 

 

Brian Blesi, Mayor                                                                                Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk 


