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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

January 29, 2024    6:00 PM    In Person and via Zoom 
City Hall, 710 Hwy 35, St. Croix Falls, WI 

 

CALL TO ORDER                                         
Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 6:00 pm 
on Monday, January 29, 2024 at City Hall in person and via Zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call: 
Councilpersons Joe Snyder, Craig Lien and Shannon Donaghue were present in person. Councilperson Warren 
White was present via Zoom. Also present in person: Administrator Joel West, Public Works Director Matt 
Larson, Library Director Su Leslie and Clerk Sarah Jensen. All joined in the salute to the flag. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Donaghue moved to approve the minutes of the Council Meeting of January 8, 2024 and Special Council 
Meeting of January 22, 2024, second by Snyder, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

PRESENTATIONS BY FINALISTS FOR STATE STREET MURAL PROJECT 
Elizabeth West and Haley Prochnow from the Arts Subcommittee were present in person. The artists 
presented via Zoom. Taylor Berman shared his proposal featuring a sturgeon, the river, pothole features, 
stone spears and mammoth tusks. Taylor Shaw shared his design featuring a 1960’s style script font and 
various images representing different aspects of St. Croix Falls past and present, including wetland scenes, 
birds, the state flower, deer, the state seal, Annabelle Rideaux and local oddity the tin man. Ross Takahashi 
and Amy Sol shared their vision which highlighted the flora and fauna of the St. Croix River and incorporated 
inspiration from Korean aesthetics. 
It was noted that the highest quality paints will be used and a maintenance plan will be in place. The mural 
should have a lifespan of at least a decade. 
 

6:45PM – 7:00PM COUNCIL TOOK A RECESS TO TOUR THE RECENTLY COMPLETED BOOSTER STATION AND 
RESTROOMS LOCATED IN THE CITY HALL PARKING LOT. ZOOM VIDEO WAS PAUSED DURING THIS TIME. 
 

REPORTS 
Public Works Director Matt Larson presented the November and December reports. In November, the crew 
worked with St. Croix Health and replaced 3 watermain valves on South Adams Street after 5:00pm, when the 
clinic was closed. They winterized and closed the Lions Park restrooms, prepped sidewalk areas on Kentucky 
Street for concrete, prepped South Adams Street for blacktop around valve repairs, and shouldered North Star 
Lane, Louisiana Street and 220th Street. Monarch paved the upper parking lot and part of South Adams Street. 
They worked with a boring crew to install a water service to the Dam and to put in conduit for power at the 
North Adams Street PRV building. The crew installed the roof for the salt shed, completed PASER ratings on 
roads, screened compost at the compost site, removed the floating dock at the Lions Park, put up Christmas 
decorations and performed erosion control inspections. In December, there were five snow events and two 
watermain breaks. They met with the NPS regarding their upcoming installation of charging stations on the 
east side of their parking lot, worked on the salt shed roof, spray foamed both of the PRV buildings for N 
Hamilton Street, completed annual road maintenance reports and installed swinging mailboxes on N Hamilton 
Street. Visu-Sewer was in town to complete 20,000 feet of sewer main cleaning and televising. Annual fire 
extinguisher inspections were performed. A great deal of work was done on the booster station project. 
Larson noted that he has requested bids for a new chassis for the hook lift truck that is used to haul sludge to 
the offsite storage.  
 

Su Leslie was present to share the Library Report. The Winter Film Club will be showing The Unknown Country 
on February 2. There is a new Knit and Crochet Group that will meet on February 12. Story time continues on 
Wednesdays at 10:15am. The February No School Day will feature “Hearts and Crafts”. Director Leslie is 
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compiling the Annual Report. They are partnering with Wild Rivers Conservatory for a film on March 7. 
Senator Tom Tiffany held a listening session at the library last week that was well attended. Tax forms are 
available at the library again this year.  
 

The PAT Commission cancelled their January meeting. They are working on a comprehensive management 
plan for Reigel Park. It was noted that the banners downtown need to be replaced and the Room Tax 
Committee, BID, and PAT could work together on this.  
 

Administrator West provided an administration update. The area behind the buildings at 101, 103 and 107 N 
Washington Street was cleaned up to make the site more usable. Final information for the grant for those 
properties was submitted. The vacant building ordinance came into effect November 1, 2023. Inspections of 
related properties will start soon. A public input session for the short-term rental ordinance was held on 
January 17. It was well attended with good comments and discussion. Another input session will be held when 
the next draft is available. The Lion’s Club refurbished the lion water fountain. There is a temporary generator 
at city hall until the new generator is operational.  
 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 
General Fund: $69,554.79, Library Fund: $22,072.07, Debt Service Fund: $400.00, TIF District: $11,408.00, Civic 
Auditorium Fund: $300,000, Capital Projects Funds: $294,866.85, Capital Improvement Plan Fund: $35,148.50, 
Water Fund: $6,775.58, Sewer Fund: $27,838.83, Room Tax Committee: $7,375.00 
Lien moved to approve claims, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder and White voted 
aye, motion passed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Jackie Hillman: shared that she would like to see the River Spirit Statue, fish hatchery and Devil’s Chair 
incorporated in the State Street Mural. She also inquired if the fish hatchery is included in any PAT 
information. It was noted that the PAT does have a proposal to include the fish hatchery in a trail with 
Interstate Park.  
Brad Dosch: thanked the city for upgrading the Zoom technology to have closed captioning. 
 

NEW BUSINESS                    
Consider Appointment of Successor Agent for Wal-Mart 
Wal-Mart has had a change in staffing and would like to have Stephani Henson appointed the agent for their 
Class A Liquor License.  
Lien moved to approve the appointment of Stephani Henson as the successor agent for Wal-Mart, second by 
Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Tobacco License for St. Croix Falls Tobacco LLC 
St. Croix Falls Tobacco LLC applied for a tobacco license at 128 S. Washington Street. 
White moved to approve a tobacco license for St. Croix Falls Tobacco LLC at 128 S. Washington Street, second 
by Lien, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. Mayor Anderson instructed staff to inform license holder 
about sign code requirements. 
 

Consider Event Permit for Nordic Fest from Tap Into Adventure Chelsey Foeller 
Tap Into Adventure Chelsey Foeller has applied for an event permit for Nordic Fest on March 1 - 2 at Trap Rock 
Brewing. The purpose is to celebrate winter and promote community engagement, outdoor activities, local 
businesses and tourism. There will be live music, food vendors, merchandise, sauna village, cross country 
skiing, snow shoeing, fat biking and a luminary hike. Foeller was present to share her plans with council and 
answer questions. 
White moved to approve the event permit for Nordic Fest on March 1 - 2 at Trap Rock Brewing, second by 
Lien, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
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Consider Event Permit for Mindy Creek Trail Races 
Jeff Allen with True North Adventures applied for an event permit for the 2024 Mindy Creek Trail Races to be 
held on August 24, 2024 and was present via Zoom to share details on the event. This will be the fifth year for 
the race and they expect 150 people. There will be 10K, half-marathon and full marathon courses. The event 
draws people from many different areas. 
Lien moved to approve the event permit for Mindy Creek Trail Races, second by Snyder, voice vote, all voted 
aye, motion passed. 
Council asked if a link for city tourism could be included on the race website and/or emails. Allen responded 
that he could do that. 
 

Consider Approval of Prefabricated Building for Overlook Restrooms 
At its November 20, 2023 Board of Public Works meeting, it was decided to pursue a premanufactured option 
for the Overlook Restrooms. The city has obtained prices from two manufacturers, Huffcut and CXT. Huffcut 
quoted $168,245 and CXT quoted $219,938. The city has $200,000 in ARRPA funds budgeted for this project. 
Council discussed the exterior treatment of the building. One option is to go with the board and batten 
exterior, which is similar to the Lions Park restrooms and the restrooms and booster station at City Hall. The 
other possibility discussed a stucco look, which is possible at the same price. Details will be finalized at a later 
date. 
Donaghue moved to accept the Huffcut quote of $168,245 for the prefabricated building for the Overlook 
Restrooms, second by Lien, roll call vote, Donaghue, Lien, Snyder and White all voted aye, motion passed.  
 

Consider Approval of Artists for State Street Mural Project 
Mayor Anderson shared his appreciation for the three finalists who presented their proposals for the State 
Street Mural. White moved to award the State Street Mural project to Taylor Berman. Council discussed 
whether to vote by making a motion or using a ballot system. It was decided to use a ballot system. White 
withdrew his motion. Council each shared their vote via ballot with Administrator West. West tabulated the 
votes, which resulted in three votes for Taylor Shaw, one vote for Ross Takahashi and Amy Sol and one vote 
for Taylor Berman. An agreement with Taylor Shaw will be worked out for the State Street Mural. 
 

Consider Appointments to Committees, Boards and Commissions 
None 
 

Consider Entering Closed Session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e), Deliberating or negotiating the 
purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, 
whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically for the sale of 136 North 
Washington Street and Parcel No. 281-01157-0000; and State Statute 19.85(1)(c) considering employment, 
promotion, compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the 
governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility. 
Lien moved to enter Closed Session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e), Deliberating or negotiating the 
purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, 
whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically for the sale of 136 North 
Washington Street and Parcel No. 281-01157-0000; and State Statute 19.85(1)(c) considering employment, 
promotion, compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the 
governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, 
Donaghue, Snyder and White all voted aye, motion passed.  
 

Reconvene in Open Session 
White moved to reconvene in open session, second by Snyder, voice vote, motion passed. 
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Action from Closed Session, if Any 
Lien moved to finalize the purchase agreement for 281-01157-0000 at the negotiated price, second by 
Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder and White all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
Lien moved to adjourn, second by Snyder, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed at 9:27 pm. 
 

Kirk Anderson, Mayor                                                                                Sarah Jensen, City Clerk 


