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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

January 30, 2023    7:00 PM    In Person and via Zoom 
City Hall, 710 HWY 35, St. Croix Falls, WI 

 

CALL TO ORDER                                         

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm 

on Monday, January 30, 2023 at City Hall in person and via zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call: Councilpersons 

Joe Snyder and Shannon Donaghue were present in person. Councilpersons Warren White and Craig Lien were 

present via zoom. Also present in person: Administrator Joel West, Public Works Director Matt Larson, and Clerk 

Sarah Jensen. Members of the public were present. All joined in the salute to the flag. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Snyder moved to approve the minutes for the Council Meeting of January 9, 2023 and Special Council Meeting of 

January 26, 2023, second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

REPORTS 

Public Works Director Matt Larson presented the November and December reports. In November, they prepared 

snow equipment for the winter, put up Christmas decorations, repaired the Royalty float after it was rear ended this 

fall, pulled the floating dock at the Lions Park, swept leaves on the streets, blacktopped areas along curb lines on 

several streets, and cleaned up after seven snow events. In December, snow occupied much of the crew’s time, with 

15 snow events and two ice events. This resulted in additional time required for equipment maintenance from all of 

the plowing as well. They have tried to conserve brine but only have 16 tons left on their contract. They should be 

able to purchase additional salt from the County at the same price. Public Works also calibrated flow meters at the 

WWTP, moved the temporary speed sign from Day Rd to Vincent St, and got a new skid steer.  
 

Library Director Su Leslie presented the library report via zoom. They have been averaging 70 people/day with 

many meetings utilizing the space and a wide variety of activities. The heating system required repair but is working 

well again. The STEAM program will continue on Thursdays in February. The Feel Good Film Club had a good 

showing in January and will have two showings in February on the 10th and 24th. Story Time has also been well-

attended. The No School, No Problem event on the school’s in-service day was a huge success. They plan to do it 

again in February. The Polk County Health Department has given the library free at home COVID tests available to 

anyone. They will also have Federal Tax forms available and staff can print WI State forms. 

 

Councilperson White shared that the PAT Commission drafted a letter in response to the County’s Gandy Dancer 

study. 
 

Administrator West presented an Administration Report. He will update Council soon on progress with the Civic 

Auditorium. Closing for 101, 107, 136 and the vacant parcel on Washington St. will be mid-February. 
 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 

General Fund: $97,036.11; Library Fund: $19,563.38; Capital Projects Funds: $135.86; Water Fund: $10,845.16; 

Sewer Fund: $12,004.57; Room Tax Committee Fund: $261.00; Vehicle/Equipment Replacement Fund: $6,112.40; 

Civic Auditorium Fund: $1,967.70. 

White moved to approve claims, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, White, Donaghue, Lien and Snyder voted aye, 

motion passed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 
 

NEW BUSINESS                    

Consider Ordinance 2-23 Amending the Zoning Code to allow “Hospitals, Clinics and Related Uses” as 

permitted uses in a B-2 Highway Commercial District 

St. Croix Health is in the process of acquiring property East of 208th Street for their new campus. Currently, 

hospitals are only allowed in the B-1 General Commercial District. Council could rezone the property to B-1 

but that would not be consistent with the B-2 zoning in the area. Administrator West recommended amending 

the Zoning Code to allow Hospitals, Clinics and Related Uses as permitted uses in the B-2 Highway Business 
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District. The Plan Commission held a public hearing and reviewed the ordinance amendment at its January 23, 

2023 meeting and recommends approval by the City Council. 

White moved to approve Ordinance 2-23 amending the Zoning Code to allow “Hospitals, Clinics and Related 

Uses” in the B-2 Highway Business District, second by Lien, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 

Councilperson Snyder noted that there are limits to the size of the building allowed and Administrator West 

responded that the City and St. Croix Health can work through those details in the future. 
 

Consider Preliminary Plat for St. Croix Health 

Dan Haller from St. Croix Health was present via zoom. St. Croix Health is proposing a preliminary plan on the 

111.7 acres that it is acquiring for its new health campus East of 208th Street and South of Hwy 8. The proposal 

is to plat Lot 1 for the hospital and clinic and 7 outlots for future uses. The plat includes platted rights of way 

for the extension of Wilberg Blvd and a future North-South street, 206th Street. Engineer Angela Popenagen 

reviewed the plat and has two recommendations: the ROW for the extension of Wilberg Blvd should be 80 feet 

to accommodate future needs as a collector street for traffic and more utilities and ROW on 208th Street should 

also be increased to 80 feet, as this street will function as a collector in the future as well. 

Lien moved to approve the preliminary plat for St. Croix Health as approved by the Plan Commission subject to 

changes based on storm water, utility and ROW plans, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion 

passed. 
 

Consider Resolution 23-1 Authorizing Application to Vibrant Spaces Grant Program Through the 

Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation 

Administrator West presented a grant opportunity from the Vibrant Spaces Grant Program to help in funding the 

Overlook Park restrooms. They award grants of $25,000-$50,000 to help communities develop and enhance 

public spaces.  

Lien moved to approve Resolution 23-1 authorizing application to Vibrant Spaces Grant Program through the 

Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation, second by White, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Event Permit for Woolly Mountain Bike Race 

Mark Fisk from the Woolly Bike Club was present to discuss the application for their annual Woolly Mountain 

Bike Race on Sunday, July 16, 2023 located at the high school. It was noted that this is also Wannigan Days 

weekend, but with the race being on Sunday, Council did not feel this was a conflict. The race is a part of the 

Minnesota Mountain Bike Series and anticipates 450-600 participants. The Woolly Club will map their course, 

provide port-a-potties and volunteers to run the event. Mayor Anderson stated his pleasure in having the race in 

the City and all of the people it brings in. He proposed a 10% fee/racer to be allocated for trail maintenance and 

signage. Fisk stated his appreciation for the City allowing the event for so many years and will discuss the 

proposed fee with the Woolly Board at their February meeting. 

White moved to approve the Woolly Mountain Bike Race on July 16, 2023, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all 

voted aye, motion passed. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  

Lien moved to adjourn, second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed at 8:18 pm. 
 

Kirk Anderson, Mayor                                                                                Sarah Jensen, City Clerk 


