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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL COMMON COUNCIL MEETING
JANUARY 6, 2020, 7:00 PM
CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35
ST CROIX FALLS WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Arnie Carlson called a special meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at
7:01 pm on Monday, January 6, 2020, pursuant to due notice. Roll Call: Councilpersons Kirk Anderson,
Jeff Virchow, Joy Zasadny and Warren White were present. Also present: Clerk Bonita Leggitt, the
public and the press. All joined Salute to the Flag.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Plan Commissioner and CDA Member Ken Coutier presented a hangman’s noose to each Councilperson.
Leif Bjornson read an article from the Star Tribune about another community doing a theater renovation
and then read a letter from Meg Luhrs who could not be present asking the City to proceed with the
renovation of the Civic Auditorium.

Kenneth Nichols: have no objection to theater but am concerned with process and legality of action to
dissolve a committee, don’t want to be paying taxes to cover a lawsuit.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider overriding the Mayoral Veto of Ordinance #3-19, an Ordinance Repealing Ord #2-14
Joy Zasadny moved to override the Mayor’s veto for discussion, second by Warren White.

Mayor Carlson read a statement covering the grounds for his veto.

The Council discussed the stated reasons for the veto, the varying legal opinions, disagreeing on the
Mayor’s conclusions, the possibility of legal actions, and the resignation of the City Administrator.

Kirk Anderson: the Administrator resigned due to stress and hostile/toxic environment that has been
caused by the dissension over the auditorium. A hangman’s noose was handed out by a member of the
CDA in an attempt to influence and intimidate. The City Attorney composed the ordinance to dissolve
the CDA and has advised me that we are within our rights to do so.

Joy Zasadny withdrew her motion to override the Mayor’s veto, withdrawal was accepted by Warren
White who had seconded the motion.

Jeff Virchow moved to override the Mayor’s veto of Ordinance #3-19, second by Kirk Anderson, roll call
vote, Jeff Virchow, Kirk Anderson and Warren White voted aye, Joy Zasadny voted nay, motion passed.

Consider Establishment of Special Committee to Provide Oversight of the Civic Auditorium Project
Mayor Carlson: propose creation of a new committee to oversee the Auditorium renovation project to be
made up of 3 Councilpersons and 2 others, with their legal fees and expenses to be charged to the CDA
Fund and no city staff support other than that of the clerk for posting meeting notices.

Jeff Virchow: with new Committee, the Mayor and Administrator have agreed to step away from the
Auditorium project till conclusion.

Joy Zasadny: would the committee have the authority of a CDA, can they use funds held by the CDA?
Jeff Virchow moved to establish a Special Committee, second by Warren White, roll call vote, Jeff
Virchow, Warren White and Kirk Anderson voted aye, Joy Zasadny voted nay, motion passed.

Consider Authorizing Bowmar Appraisals to Appraise the Civic Auditorium before and after
proposed renovation

Warren moved to refer having the Auditorium appraised to the new committee at their first meeting,
second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed.
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CLOSED SESSION

Consider Entering Closed Session pursuant to W1 §19.85 (1) (c) to Consider Employment, Promotion,
Compensation or Performance Evaluation of any Public Employee over which the governmental body has
jurisdiction or exercises responsibility. Specifically, for the purpose of the City Administrator position.
Kirk Anderson moved to enter Closed Session pursuant to W1 §819.85 (1) (c) to Consider Employment,
Promotion, Compensation or Performance Evaluation of any Public Employee over which the
governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility. Specifically, for the purpose of the City
Administrator position, second by Jeff Virchow, roll call vote, Kirk Anderson, Jeff Virchow, Joy Zasadny
and Warren White voted aye, motion passed.

Reconvene in Open Session
Joy Zasadny moved to reconvene in open session, second by Warren White, voice vote, motion passed.

Action, if any, from Closed or Open Session
Mayor Carlson: Bob Kazmierski’s final decision was to resign, there were a lot of negotiations to keep
him but wasn’t enough, too much adversity going on in City.

ADJOURNMENT
Joy Zasadny moved to adjourn, second by Jeff Virchow, voice vote, motion passed. 8:25 pm.

Arnie Carlson, Mayor Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk
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