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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 

MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

JANUARY 8, 2017, 7:00 PM 

CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35 

ST CROIX FALLS WI 
                                                        

CALL TO ORDER                                         

Mayor Brian Blesi called a regular meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm 

on Monday, January 8, 2018, pursuant to due notice.  Roll Call: Councilpersons, Arnie Carlson, Chris Chelberg 

and Brent Waak were present.  Also present Clerk Bonita Leggitt, Library Director Su Leslie, Police Chief Erin 

Murphy, Fire Chief Mike Dorsey, the public and the press. All joined Salute to the Flag. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Chris Chelberg moved to approve the Minutes of the December 11, 2017 Regular Council Meeting, second by 

Arnie Carlson, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

REPORTS 

Mayor Brian Blesi: City Crew was out all night repairing a broken water main in Blanding Woods Rd.  

Alderperson Jerry Berger has submitted his resignation effective immediately due to work demands. 

Meg Luhrs: the Centennial Committee has set a goal of reaching their fund raising goal in June of this year. 

Police Chief Erin Murphy presented the December 2017 Police Report. 

Fire Chief Mike Dorsey presented the December 2017 Fire Dept Report. 

Su Leslie introduced herself as the New Library Director. 
 

 APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 
General $80,285.43, Library $292.83, Water $5,143.95, Sewer $12,809.80, Centennial Committee $10.00, Room 

Tax $925.00, Property Tax Collection December Settlement $1,289,827.89 

Chris Chelberg moved to approve claims, second by Arnie Carlson, roll call vote,  Chris Chelberg, Arnie 

Carlson and Brent Waak voted aye, motion passed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Woody McBride: I walk my dog along the Interlink Trail every day, it is a shared use trail, would like to see 

some caution signs erected along the trail for safety.   
 

OLD BUISNESS 

Consider Authorizing 2018 Wage Increase for Non-Represented Employees 

Chris Chelberg moved to approve a 2% wage increase for non-represented employees, second by Brent Waak, 

roll call vote, Chris Chelberg, Brent Waak and Arnie Carlson voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Authorizing Merit Pay Awards to Teamster Represented Employees 

Per State Statute Public Works Union members may only get CPI wage increases, this year’s CPI is 1.86%, 

however they can be given bonuses. 

Chris Chelberg moved to approve a onetime .14% merit bonus, second by Arnie Carlson, roll call vote, Chris 

Chelberg, Arnie Carlson and Brent Waak voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Amending Employee Policy to Add a Second Floating Holiday to Replace the Holiday that was 

Eliminated 

Good Friday was removed as a paid holiday in 2016, employees have asked for it back for parity with Police 

Officers who still get the paid holiday.  

Brent Waak moved to amend the Employee Policy to add a second Floating Holiday, second by Arnie Carlson, 

roll call vote, Brent Waak, Arnie Carlson and Chris Chelberg voted aye, motion passed. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

Consider Temporary Class B Beer & Wine License for Falls Chamber Event on 1-18-2018  

Arnie Carlson moved to approve a Temporary Class B Beer & Wine License for the Falls Chamber, second by 

Chris Chelberg, voice vote, motion passed.   
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Consider 3 Year Contract with St Croix Valley EMS for Ambulance Services 

The ambulance service is asking for $10 per capita per year of the contract, this amount exceeds what was 

budgeted for in 2018.  Council questioned what the cost drivers are. 

Brent Waak moved to invite the ambulance service to come to a Council Meeting to discuss and consider the 

agreement and per capita cost, second by Chris Chelberg, voice vote, motion passed.          
 

Consider Endorsement of DOT Land Sale to Property Owner on Hamilton Street 

A private property owner at 1125 N Hamilton St has requested that the DOT sell them some excess ROW, the 

DOT is asking if the City has any concerns on their doing so. 

Chris Chelberg moved to endorse the sale of excess ROW to a private property owner on N Hamilton St, second 

by Arnie Carlson, voice vote, motion passed.  
 

Consider Request for Funding for the St Croix Robotics Team 

Paul Gilbert, Technology Instructor: the Robotics Team is a STEM program to get students involved and 

interested in science and technology, the team is working on a challenge to design and build a robot for a 

competition in April. The Council requested that the Robotics Team report back to the Council after their 

Competition.      

Chris Chelberg moved to contribute $1,000 to the Robotics Team, second by Arnie Carlson, roll call vote, Chris 

Chelberg, Arnie Carlson and Brent Waak voted aye, motion passed.       
 

Consider Purchase of a Tine Grapple for the Skid Steer  

Brent Waak moved to authorize the purchase of a tine grapple for a cost not to exceed $2,300, second by Arnie 

Carlson, roll call vote, Brent Waak, Arnie Carlson and Chris Chelberg voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider MSA Task Order for Frontage Road Review 

Jon Herdegen, MSA: Task Order is for review of the drive lane between Glacier Dr and 220th St along the 

parking lot, it is currently a private drive that gets a great deal of public use, should it become a public street?  

This task order would authorize MSA to take a broad look at conditions of the drive and what would be needed 

if it were to become a public street. 

Brent Waak moved to approve the Task Order for Review of the Road for a cost not to exceed $1,500.00, 

second by Chris Chelberg, roll call vote, Brent Waak, Chris Chelberg and Arnie Carlson voted aye, passed. 
 

Consider MSA Task Order for Capital Improvement Planning 

This Task Order is to provide cost estimates of projects for the purpose of Capital Improvement Planning. 

Arnie moved to approve the Task Order for Capital Improvement Planning with the removal of items a and d on 

the list of projects for estimating, for a cost not to exceed $2,000.00, second by Chris Chelberg, roll call vote, 

Arnie Carlson, Chris Chelberg and Brent Waak voted aye, motion passed.    

 

Discuss Employment Policies Related to Compensation to Employees for Personal Cell Phone Use for 

City Business and City Provided Cell Phones 

Current cell phone policies were discussed, in those cases where a cell phone is not provided and an employee 

uses their personal cell phone for City business, the employee is paid a quarterly reimbursement.  It may be time 

to review and increase the amount of the reimbursement.  
 

Consider Confirmation of Election Officials for the 2018-2019 Term 

Brent Waak moved to confirm the appointments of Election Officials for the 2018-2019 term as listed, second 

by Arnie Carlson, voice vote, motion passed.      
 

ADJOURNMENT  

Arnie Carlson moved to adjourn, second by Chris Chelberg, voice vote, motion passed.  8:50 pm. 

 

Brian Blesi, Mayor                                                                                Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk 


