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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting
January 8, 2024 7:00 PM In Person and via Zoom
City Hall, 710 Hwy 35, St. Croix Falls, WI

CALL TO ORDER

Council President Warren White called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order
at 7:00 pm on Monday, January 8, 2024 at City Hall in person and via zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call:
Councilpersons Warren White, Joe Snyder, Craig Lien and Shannon Donaghue were present in person. Mayor
Kirk Anderson was absent. Also present in person: Administrator Joel West and Clerk Sarah Jensen. All joined
in the salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Donaghue moved to approve the minutes of the Council Meeting of December 11, 2023, second by Lien, voice
vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

REPORTS

Police Chief Murphy joined via zoom to present the December Police Report. K9 Ikar and Officer LeBrun have
completed training and are back on patrol. In their first week back, they produced six narcotics cases finding
heroin, cocaine and methamphetamine. The department is still waiting for the arrival of the new squad car
that was ordered last year. A new officer has been hired who has enrolled in the police academy. It will take
four months to complete the academy, followed by 10-12 weeks of field training.

Fire Chief Dorsey was present via zoom to share the December Fire Department Report. The new fire truck is
in service. The old truck will go to auction. Most calls received were for first responders. The new air
compressor has been ordered. The fire department continues to serve as the temporary landing site for the
hospital helicopter while the hospital makes some repairs.

Administrator West provided an administration update. The new owners of 107 N Washington are working
hard to restore the building and prepare to open for business. Next week, the final grade behind 101, 103 and
107 N Washington will be completed in preparation for a new gas line to be installed at 107 N Washington.
Staff is preparing two options for the Overlook Restrooms for Council’s consideration later this month. The
short-term rental ordinance is also coming together. A public input session will be held January 16 or 17. Taco
Bell is also scheduled to begin construction this spring.

Council reviewed the December Building Permits Report. There was one permit issued with a value of $4,500.
In 2023, there were 78 permits issued with a total value of $10,220,956.84.

Councilperson White shared an update from the PAT Commission. These will be an event permit coming
before council for Nordic Fest in March. The commission is also planning a new event for next year,
Adventures in Contentment Day, with a motivational speaker coming to the library followed by a hike on a
nearby trail.

Council reviewed unapproved recent minutes from the Parks, Arts and Trails Commission.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund: $317,357.94, Library Fund: $2,234.45, Capital Projects Funds: $33,748.46, Capital Improvement
Plan Fund: $12,330.00, Water Fund: $14,507.58, Sewer Fund: $14,765.30

Lien moved to approve claims, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder and White voted
aye, motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
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Councilperson White had a constituent contact him to request that the intersection of State and Washington
Streets become a 3-way stop.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Loan Application to Wisconsin Board of Commissioners for Public Lands

As a part of financing the South Booster Station at City Hall, the city is utilizing the State of Wisconsin’s Safe
Drinking Water Loan Program (SDWLP). The eligible costs to be funded through this program are
approximately $1,850,000. The original timeline to receive this funding from the state was the end of 2023.
The city has since been informed that the funds will not be available until May 2024. The city needs to
undertake interim financing to fund the project until this portion of the permanent financing is available.
Administrator West proposed the city utilize financing from the Board of Commissioners of Public Lands
because of their streamlined process. The city can also incorporate other minimal financing it needs for cash
flow in the Capital Project Fund until the remaining downtown properties that were purchased are sold and
other miscellaneous costs related to the redevelopment. This could include interim financing for the SDWLP
(51,850,000), downtown property redevelopment ($300,000) and paving/vehicle/equipment and
miscellaneous items ($80,000) for a total of $2,230,000. The first step in the process is to approve the Loan
Request Application forms for each category. The separate applications provide greater flexibility and more
efficient processing. The city could close at the end of January/early February.

Lien moved to approve the loan application to the Wisconsin Board of Commissioners for Public Lands, second
by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder and White all voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Appointments to Committees, Boards and Commissions
None

ADJOURNMENT
Lien moved to adjourn, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed at 7:51 pm.

Kirk Anderson, Mayor Sarah Jensen, City Clerk



