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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

January 9, 2023    7:00 PM    In Person and via Zoom 
City Hall, 710 HWY 35, St. Croix Falls, WI 

 

CALL TO ORDER                                         

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm 

on Monday, January 9, 2023 at City Hall in person and via zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call: Councilpersons 

Craig Lien and Joe Snyder were present in person. Councilpersons Warren White and Shannon Donaghue were 

present via zoom. Also present in person: Administrator Joel West, Public Works Director Matt Larson, Fire Chief 

Mike Dorsey and Clerk Sarah Jensen. Members of the public were present. All joined in the salute to the flag. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Lien moved to approve the minutes for the Council Meeting of December 12, 2022, second by Snyder, voice vote, 

motion passed. 
 

REPORTS 

Police Chief Murphy presented the December Police Report via zoom. One vehicle will be retired in the spring and a 

new Charger will be purchased. There has been some turn over in staffing. One officer resigned and a new officer 

was hired. Chief anticipates there will be another position open in a few months. There was a community meet and 

greet with the officers that was well-received with approximately 70 people in attendance. K-9 Ikar has been 

temporarily housed and will be back in service late spring. The Department received a $7,500 grant for the K-9 

program. 
 

Fire Chief Mike Dorsey presented the Fire Department report. There have been carbon dioxide detector and fire 

alarm calls, which are expected this time of year. First responder calls have been largely due to people slipping on 

the ice. The Department will work on confined space training over the winter. Regarding staffing, they are always 

looking for more fire fighters. They average 18-22 and can have 30 fire fighters. 
 

Administrator West presented an Administration Report. Short-term borrowing for $1.5 million closed after 

Christmas. Administrator is now working on permanent bonding. 
 

Council reviewed a summary of building permits from 2018-2022, along with the January Building Permit Report. 

Valuation of permits in 2018 was $4,845,987. 2021 valuation was $20,691,037, noting that included the school 

addition, and 2022 valuation was $12,607,745. 
 

There was no PAT meeting in December. 
 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 

General Fund: $624,543.51, Library Fund: $4,382.25, Debt Service Fund: $7,500.00; Civic Auditorium Project: 

$43.50; Capital Projects Funds: $139,430.90, Capital Improvements Plan Fund: $5,700.00; Water Fund: $5,447.84, 

Sewer Fund: $20,196.17, Room Tax Committee: $7,375.00. 

Lien moved to approve claims, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder and White voted aye, 

motion passed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Barbara McAfee: thanked the Public Works crew for their hard work with all of the snow the City has had 
 

NEW BUSINESS                    

Consider Awarding Bid for North Hamilton Street Phase 2 Project 

The City received bids for the North Hamilton Street Phase 2 Project, which consists of pulverizing and 

repaving N Hamilton, Massachusetts and Minnesota Streets, bursting and replacement of water main, and 

alternate bid of constructing new city streets, water main, sewer and storm sewer in the Pennsylvania, Franklin 

and Missouri Street ROW. The alternate was bid two different ways, one as full construction and the second as 

partial construction of gravel street and storm water improvements. The City received two bids. Since the 

Riverfront Property is not sold yet, Administrator West recommended accepting the partial construction option, 
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with intentions to complete the full construction when there is a new owner of the property and assess the costs 

to the new owner. 

White moved to table awarding the contract until the City can hold a public hearing for residents. Motion died 

for lack of a second. 

Mayor Anderson stated the bid may expire if delayed and it is not an optional project, as it is redoing outdated 

infrastructure. 

Lien moved to award the bid to A-1 Excavating with the base bid and partial construction alternate, not to 

exceed $2,351,471, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue and Snyder voted aye, White voted no, 

motion passed. Donaghue recommended the City put maps on the website for residents to access. 
 

Consider Ordinance #1-23 Annexing 37.23 Acres to the City 

William Dunnigan, the owner of parcel 044-00932-0300 containing 37.23 acres, submitted a Petition for Direct 

Annexation by Unanimous Approval pursuant to Wisconsin Statue 66.217(2). The annexation is part of the land 

being acquired by St. Croix Health for their new campus. The Petition and other information was sent to the 

Town of St. Croix Falls providing notice of the annexation. Dave Dobosenski and Dan Haller from St. Croix 

Health were present via zoom and shared that they are looking forward to developing their new campus in St. 

Croix Falls and want to be an asset to the community. The Mayor and all Councilpersons stated their support of 

having St. Croix Health build and grow their new campus in the City. 

White moved to accept the annexation of parcel 044-00932-0300, second by Lien, voice vote, all voted aye, 

motion passed. 

Mike Dorsey, Town Chairperson, was present and stated his support of the annexation also. Dorsey said the 

Township would like help with road maintenance due to the anticipated increase in traffic. Administrator West 

responded that the City and Township can work together on a plan. 
 

Consider Rescheduling Second Meeting for January 2023 

Administrator West shared that due to timelines associated with an expected plat coming and a housing 

development proposal, it would be beneficial to add a Special City Council meeting prior to the scheduled 

regular meeting on January 30, 2023. Council discussed potential dates and times. 

Lien moved to schedule a Special City Council meeting on Thursday, January 26, 2023 at 6:00pm, second by 

Snyder, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider entering closed session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e), deliberating or negotiating the 

purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, 

whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically for settlement 

negotiations on 101, 107 and 136 N Washington St.: development agreement and closing on 210 N 

Washington Street, and State Statute 19.85(1)(e)(g), conferring with legal counsel for the governing body 

with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved, specifically in regard to buildings at 

101, 107 and 136 N Washington St. 

Lien moved to enter closed session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e), deliberating or negotiating the 

purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, 

whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically for settlement negotiations on 

101, 107 and 136 N Washington St.: development agreement and closing on 210 N Washington Street, and State 

Statute 19.85(1)(e)(g), conferring with legal counsel for the governing body with respect to litigation in which it 

is or is likely to become involved, specifically in regard to buildings at 101, 107 and 136 N Washington St., 

second by Snyder, roll call vote, Lien, Snyder, Donaghue and White voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Reconvene in Open Session 

White moved to reconvene in open session, second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

Action from Closed Session, if Any 

Lien moved to authorize the mayor and administrator to execute a settlement agreement in regards to 101, 107 

and 136 N Washington Street and mayor and clerk to sign all documents necessary, second by Donaghue, roll 

call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder and White voted aye, motion passed. 
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Lien moved to authorize the mayor and clerk to execute the amendment to the development agreement with 210 

Civic LLC in regards to the Civic Auditorium, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder and 

White voted aye, motion passed. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  

Lien moved to adjourn, second by Snyder, voice vote, motion passed at 9:10 pm. 
 

Kirk Anderson, Mayor                                                                                Sarah Jensen, City Clerk 


