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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING
OCTOBER 29, 2018, 7:00 PM
CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35
ST CROIX FALLS WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Arnie Carlson called a meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm on
Monday, October 29, 2018, pursuant to due notice. Roll Call: Councilpersons Kirk Anderson, Joy Zasadny,
Brent Waak and Chris Chelberg were present. Also present Clerk Bonita Leggitt, Public Works Director Matt
Larson, the public and the press. All joined Salute to the Flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chris Chelberg moved to approve the Minutes of the October 8, 2018 Council Meeting, second by Joy Zasadny,
voice vote, motion passed.

REPORTS

Public Works Director Matt Larson presented the September 2018 Public Works Report.

The Minutes of the October 17, 2018 Plan Commission Meeting were presented to Council.

Meg Luhrs reported on the Centennial Committee fundraising activities, they also held a supporter’s event and
are now meeting weekly.

Mayor Carlson: as the Council took no action on the golf course deed restriction at the previous meeting it can
still come back for consideration, however, the Hospital is looking at other options at this time. The Good
Samaritan Nursing Home is looking at selling the nursing facility, due to a deed restriction the sale requires the
City’s written permission, will be on next Council agenda. Another rumor going around is that the use of TID
Funds for the Auditorium is illegal, we have asked the City Attorney to review the matter and give an opinion.
Joy Zasadny: Ice Age Trail Committee is working on completing the application to become a Trail Community,
another group is working on an anniversary event for the Fish Hatchery.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund $83,219.25, Library Fund $3,130.68, Water $3,880.41, Sewer $10,847.93, Room Tax $2,145.00
Kirk Anderson moved to approve claims, second by Chris Chelberg, roll call vote, Kirk Anderson, Chris
Chelberg, Brent Waak and Joy Zasadny voted aye, motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Doug Brandt: alleys are full pot holes and are not plowed, request that alleys be put on an agenda. The siren on
top of Auditorium is going off daily at noon.

OLD BUSINESS

Consider Ordinance Updating Chapter 2, Common Council, for Standing Rules

Joy Zasadny: Ordinance rules for conduct of meetings isn’t being followed, should update the rules for how we
conduct ourselves, State law doesn’t require us to follow Robert’s Rules of Order, we can keep the portion of
the rules we like. Recommend we establish a committee to review our Ordinances.

Chris Chelberg: rules are necessary, we have a need for an attorney at our meetings to help with understanding
rules and would serve the City’s best interest.

Kirk Anderson: biggest thing with Robert’s Rules is to protect the process, not having rules could result in
chaos, would want the attorney’s opinion on the suggested changes to Chapter 2.

Mayor Carlson: we may miss a rule occasionally, don’t see need to waive them.

Chris Chelberg moved to postpone updating Chapter 2 to allow for legal counsel to review Chapter 2 and the
proposed changes, second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed.
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NEW BUSINESS

Consider Request to Forgive Sewer Charges on Water Used to Fill a Koi Pond at 207 Day Rd

Candace Snyder purchased 207 Day Rd in May, she has been keeping a koi pond filled all summer not realizing
the impact on the water and sewer bill. She is requesting a sewer credit for water used in the pond, she does not
have a full quarter cycle history to establish a base to determine normal use. She has been advised of the option
of having a deduct meter installed.

Council directed staff to monitor the next quarters usage to determine a base for a credit.

Consider Request by Allphase Companies to Bring Leachate to the WWTP

Dave Jenkins, Alllphase: our firm oversees a closed landfill in Town of Osceola, formally the leachate has been
transported to Rice Lake, we are looking for a closer facility to deliver to, one contingency is that we will have
to find a hauler to bring it here.

PWD Matt Larson: have spoken with DNR, we have a trickling filter system, not sure of impact of leachate on
our type of system, most receivers use a different process, we do not have a receiving station either.

Joy Zasadny question the chemical makeup of the leachate, low fee for the amount of risk.

Brent Waak: we discharge into the river, seems to great a risk to bring in outside waste.

Brent Waak moved to deny request by Allphase to bring in leachate, second by Joy Zasadny, voice vote, passed.

Water Damage at City Hall (leak in wall between restrooms and lunchroom) and Need for Additional
Space for Police Department

A waterline in the wall of the men’s restroom has caused water damage to both restrooms and the lunchroom.
Since we will be making repairs, this would be the time to make changes to give the Police Department
additional space. If we are not required to have a lunchroom the space could be reconfigured for the Police.
The Police Chief also requests that we get a sign for the building saying “Police Department”. We will get
some proposals and quotes to bring back to a future council meeting.

Vacate a Portion of S Jefferson St Located Between Lots 1,2,3 Blk 9 and 1,2,3 Blk 10

This section of S Jefferson St is a half block long and ends at the boundary of Interstate Park, it has never been
open for traffic and has some private uses on it already. The Plan Commission held a Public Hearing and
recommends that it be vacated.

Brent Waak moved to Adopt Resolution #18-6, Vacating a Portion of S Jefferson St, second by Joy Zasadny,
voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Designating 431 S Jefferson St as a Historic Site

Mike Prichard, Chair of Historic Preservation Committee: the HPC held a Public Hearing on October 1, 2018
and recommends designating 431 S Jefferson St as a historic site, the owner, DeAnne Doty has agreed.

Joy Zasadny moved to designate 431 S Jefferson St as a Historic Site, second by Brent Waak, voice vote,
motion passed.

Consider Authorizing Trade in of Skid Steer for New Model

As in the past, we can trade in the current skid steer for a new model for a nominal upcharge of $1,090.

Chris Chelberg moved to authorize the trade in for a new model skid steer with an additional charge of $1,090,
second by Joy Zasadny, roll call vote, Chris Chelberg, Joy Zasadny, Brent Waak and Kirk Anderson voted aye,
motion passed.

Resolution Supporting Closing the Dark Store Loophole

This Resolution is being put forth by the League of Wisconsin Municipalities to encourage passage of
legislation to address tax avoidance strategies used by large chains and big box retail establishments.

Joy Zasadny moved to adopt Resolution #18-8 to Close the Dark Store Loophole, second by Chris Chelberg,
voice vote, motion passed.

Consider a Policy for Putting Items on City Council and Plan Commission Agendas
Mayor Carlson suggests a Policy where all items requested to be on an upcoming Council or Plan Commission
Meeting Agenda be submitted at least 5 days before the meeting.
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Joy Zasadny: should also expand policy on how and who sets agendas, including listing the party sponsoring the
item on the agenda. Could send draft agendas out earlier to Council.

Discuss PILOT Agreements

Any funds raised through new payments in lieu of tax agreements or increases to existing agreements have to be
off-set in the City’s levy resulting in a net zero gain. Previously the Council had authorized Bowmar to assess
tax-exempt property with the intent of negotiating PILOT agreements as an additional revenue source.

Getting PILOT agreements in place would still be a good plan, would offset cost of services used by tax-exempt
properties and potentially lower the City’s mil rate and thus property taxes.

Brent Waak moved to postpone having Bowmar appraise tax-exempt properties, second by Kirk Anderson, roll
call vote, Brent Waak, Kirk Anderson and Chris Chelberg voted aye, Joy Zasadny voted nay, motion passed.

ADJOURNMENT
Joy Zasadny moved to adjourn, second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed. 9:04 pm.

Arnie Carlson, Mayor Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk



