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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting
October 31, 2022 7:00 PM In Person and Via Zoom
City Hall, 710 HWY 35, St. Croix Falls, WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm
on Monday, October 31, 2022 at City Hall in person and via zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call: Councilpersons
Craig Lien, Joe Snyder, Shannon Donaghue, and Warren White were present in person. Also present in person:
Administrator Joel West and Clerk Sarah Jensen. Members of the public and press were present via zoom. All joined
in the salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Snyder moved to approve the minutes for the Council Meeting of October 10, 2022 and Special Council Meeting of
October 20, 2022, second by Lien, voice vote, motion passed.

REPORTS

Public Works Director Matt Larson presented the September Public Works Report. Brush was ground at the compost
site. Crews worked several days on curb and sidewalk areas downtown. The Upper Pine water tower was drained for
inspection and refilled. TF nozzles were cleaned, potholes patched, trees and brush cut in the Library Plaza, flowers
removed from street light poles, and water meters were read. Louisiana St. and 208" St. were repaved. Old
playground equipment at the Lions Park was also removed.

Library Director Su Leslie presented the library report. The farmer’s market has finished for the season. The
partnership with 4-H has been a big success with a Spooktacular Camp and Thursday STEAM events. The historical
presentation about the Silverbook mansion was very well attended, with over 150 people present.

White presented an update from the PAT Commission. The effort to clear buckthorn in Riegel Park was successful,
with 25-30 volunteers participating.

Administrator West stated that the next Council meeting with include the Budget Hearing to set the levy.
Donaghue provided an update from the Room Tax Committee. They would like to increase online advertising.

Donaghue also shared an update from the BID. The BID is working on a billboard sign with an undetermined
location at this time. Big Rock Creek brought a 45-foot Christmas Tree to the Overlook that will be on display for
the Holiday Season. AutumnFest activities raised $2,200 in funds to be used to purchase decorations for downtown.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund: $68,666.84, Library Fund: $9,034.82, Capital Projects Fund: $263,882.96, Water Fund: $12,808.02,
Sewer Fund: $7,527.04, Room Tax Committee: $19,923.00, Civic Auditorium Fund: $60.00.

Lien moved to approve claims, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder, and White voted aye,
motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Annette Rondano: stated she would like to be considered to fill the vacant seat on the Plan Commission

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Update from Polk County Economic Development Corporation: Terry Hauer

Terry Hauer, Executive Director of the Polk County Economic Development Corporation, shared that there is a lot of
great economic activity in Polk County right now. New businesses in the county include Sweet Additions, Equus
Magnificus, Kwik Trip locations in St. Croix Falls and Turtle Lake, and Balsam Lake Brewery. Several businesses are
also expanding, including TDI, D8 Products, Polaris, and Nelson Industries. They have launched a website
www.prosperinpolk.com to attract quality workers to the area. He stated his intention is to focus on housing and the
workforce.



http://www.prosperinpolk.com/
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Presentation from the Public Art and Signage Subcommittee of the Parks, Arts and Trail Commission —
Project Outline for Mural at State Street and Adams Street

Haley Prochnow and Beth West, Public Art and Signage Subcommittee, shared an outline showing how the City
could hire a muralist to paint the wall in the public parking lots at State Street and Adams Street. Timeline includes
planning beginning in October 2022, gathering community input in November 2022, request for proposals in
December 2022-January 2023, close submissions and begin jurying process in March 2023, select artist in April
2023, and artist to begin work in June 2023. There would be two separate murals, starting with the 59-foot wall
on State Street. A mural for the 111-foot wall on Thompson Parkway would follow. Council thanked the
subcommittee for their efforts and will look for updates as the project progresses.

Consider Ordinance 14-22 Rezoning Lot 1 CSM 6298 Volume 28, p 162 from R-3 Multiple Family to B-2
Highway Commercial, 5.19 acres, PID 281-01394-0000

The City received an application from owner, Ed Hendricks, to rezone his 5.19 acres of property from R-3
Single Family Residential to B-2 Highway Commercial. The property was previously zoned R-3 several years
ago for an assisted living facility, which was never developed. The rezoning is more consistent with the City’s
Comprehensive Plan and would provide more commercial land that is ready for development. The Plan
Commission recommended approval of the rezoning at its October 17, 2022 meeting. It was noted that access to
property could be a concern and working with the property owner to the south could be considered.

White moved to adopt Ordinance 14-22 to rezone Lot 1 CSM 6298 Volume 28, p 162 from R-3 Multiple
Family to B-2 Highway Commercial, 5.19 acres, PID 281-01394-0000, second by Lien, voice vote, all voted
aye, motion passed.

Award Bid for South Booster Station and Trailhead Restrooms for Project at 710 Hwy 35 South

The City received bids for the South Booster Station and Trailhead Bathrooms on October 19, 2022 and there
were three bidders. Albrightson Excavating bid $2,153,702.90, Haas Sons bid $2,155,347.55, and A-1 Excavating
bid $2,484,484.00. The engineer’s estimate was $2,069,956.36 and they recommended awarding the bid to
Albrightson Excavating. White questioned the need to have two generators included. Public Works Director Matt
Larson said it was considered by the engineers and determined it was more cost effective to include them.
Administrator West stated that there could be a change order at any time. Most of the funding would come from
the water fund with a 20-year bond and is already built into the rate structure. The County will provide $150,000
and the City will provide $76,138.

Lien moved to award the bid to Albrightson Excavating for the South Booster Station and Trailhead Restrooms
at 710 Hwy 35 South, not to exceed $2,153,702.90, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder,
and White voted aye, motion carried.

Consider Approval of BID Assessment for 2022 Collectable 2023

BID assessments are calculated using the property values and frontage on Main Street. Funds are managed by a
committee of business owners and used for flowers downtown, a billboard to promote downtown, and various
local events.

White moved to approve the BID assessments for 2022 collectable 2023, second by Lien, roll call vote, White,
Lien, Snyder, and Donaghue voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Resolution 22-11 Assessing Costs to Benefiting Properties for the Maple Drive Project

Final costs are in for the Maple Drive project where sewer and water utilities were extended and street was
resurfaced. Residents were made aware of assessments last year. The City is assessing approximately 2/3 of the
costs. Interest rate is 4.0% and can be paid over 10 years.

Lien moved to approve assessments for the Maple Drive project, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien,
Donaghue, Snyder, and White voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Appointment of Barbara Fossum to the BID Committee
White moved to approve the appointment of Barbara Fossum to the BID Committee, second by Lien, voice vote,
all voted aye, motion passed.
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Consider Appointments to the Historic Preservation Committee

Norm Toensing, Olivia Hendricks, Liesel Virchow, Rick Vezina, and Craig Lien were proposed as members of
the Historic Preservation Committee.

White moved to approve appointments as listed for the Historic Preservation Committee, second by Donaghue,
voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Entering Closed Session pursuant to State Statute 19.85 (1) (c) Considering employment, promotion,
compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has
jurisdiction or exercises responsibility; and State Statute 19.85(1)(e), Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing
of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever
competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session. Specifically for police union negotiations and
consideration of the development agreement with 210 Civic LLC for development of the Civic Auditorium.
Lien moved to enter closed session pursuant to State Statute 19.85 (1) (c) considering employment, promotion,
compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has
jurisdiction or exercises responsibility; and State Statute 19.85(1)(e), Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of
public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive
or bargaining reasons require a closed session. Specifically for police union negotiations and consideration of the
development agreement with 210 Civic LLC for development of the Civic Auditorium, second by Donaghue, roll call
vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder, and White voted aye, motion passed.

Reconvene in Open Session
White moved to reconvene in open session, second by Lien, voice vote, motion passed.

Action from Closed Session, if Any

Lien moved to authorize Administrator West to work with the attorney to finalize the developer’s agreement for
the Civic Auditorium project and authorize signatures, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue,
Snyder, and White voted aye, motion passed.

Lien moved to approve the police union contract as discussed in closed session, second by Donaghue, roll call
vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder, and White voted aye, motion passed.

Lien moved to approve the last pay request less accumulated liquidated damages for Stout Construction for the
Kentucky Street project, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien Donaghue, Snyder, and White voted aye,
motion passed.

ADJOURNMENT
Lien moved to adjourn, second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed at 9:54 pm.

Kirk Anderson, Mayor Sarah Jensen, City Clerk



