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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

October 9, 2023    7:00 PM    In Person and via Zoom 
City Hall, 710 Hwy 35, St. Croix Falls, WI 

 

CALL TO ORDER                                         
Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm 
on Monday, October 9, 2023 at City Hall in person and via zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call: 
Councilpersons Warren White, Joe Snyder and Shannon Donaghue were present in person. Councilperson 
Craig Lien was absent. Also present in person: Administrator Joel West, PW Director Matt Larson and Clerk 
Sarah Jensen. All joined in the salute to the flag. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
White moved to approve the amended minutes of the Council Meeting of September 26, 2023, second by 
Snyder, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

REPORTS 
Police Chief Erin Murphy joined via zoom to present the September Police Report. The federal grant that 
provided 75% of the funds for the school resource officer will be sunsetting. The remaining 25% of the costs 
had been previously shared between the school district and city. Discussions between the city and school 
district regarding how to proceed with the school resource officer program have begun. 
 

Council reviewed the Fire Department Report. It was noted that 80% of the calls were EMS calls. White shared 
his appreciation for the first responders. 
 

Administrator West provided an administration update. The Joint Review Board will meet on October 12 as 
the last step in creating Tax Increment District 2. The bond closing was on September 28 and the city has 
received the funds. The short-term borrowing from 2022 was paid off. A contractor for 107 N Washington 
Street will start work on October 10. The firewall equipment that was damaged during a storm in July will be 
replaced soon. City Hall has been working with temporary equipment in the interim. Public Works Director 
Matt Larson shared an update on N Hamilton Street. The crew is building the road now and the pipe crew is 
cleaning up a few remaining issues. Curb work will begin next week. They hope to have the first lift of asphalt 
by the end of October. Work on the booster station continues. Doors are installed and siding will go up this 
week. Lights in the City Hall parking lot will also be installed by the end of this week. Larson has been working 
with the hospital to replace three bad valves. Work on Kentucky Street continues also. Paving will begin 
tomorrow. The city has installed conduit and boxes. Lakeland Communications will pull cable in 2-3 weeks. 
 
Council reviewed the September Building Permits Report. There was a total of 6 permits, including one for a 
new home, issued with a total value of $374,858. Year to date, there have been 66 permits issued with a total 

value of $9,682,206.84. 

 

Councilperson White shared that the PAT Commission has received 20 proposals for the mural on State Street. 

The jury is reviewing them and will come to Council soon with recommendations.  
 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 
General Fund: $40,104.93, Library Fund: $3,619.22, Debt Service Fund: $209,203.13, Capital Projects Funds: 
$347.01, Water Fund: $17,070.11, Sewer Fund: $52,369.74, Room Tax Fund: $7,800.00 
White moved to approve claims, second by Lien, roll call vote, White, Lien and Donaghue voted aye, motion 
passed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Jerry Kingery: Stated that there are unhappy residents on N Hamilton Street with the state of construction. 
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Rhonda Kingery: Questioned the permitting process for the N Hamilton Street project. 
Karen Johnson: Said the construction process has been hard for residents and caused difficulties in accessing 
her home.  
Annette Rondano: Shared that she applied to join the Plan Commission but has not received an interview. She 
is concerned with loss of habitat due to the construction on N Hamilton Street. 
Brad Dosch: Appreciates the road repair on the North end of Washington Street and having the option to join 
Council meetings via zoom. 
 

NEW BUSINESS                    
Consider St. Croix Falls Royalty Float Update 
Megan Haaf, St. Croix Falls Royalty parent, was present to share information regarding the royalty float. They 
believe the current float is approximately 30 years old and have safety concerns. They have begun fundraising 
efforts to cover the costs to build a new float. They have currently raised over $6,000 and have a goal to raise 
$10,000. The royalty program is not a structured entity and cannot take out an insurance policy. They are 
asking the city to help with insurance. The city can add the float to their policy for approximately $40/year. 
There is a $1,000 deductible. Because the city will not own the float, a lease option will be explored. The new 
float is expected to be completed this winter. The royalty program will contact the city when it is complete 
with details on make and value. The consensus from Council is that topic will be on a future agenda. 
 

Consider Proposal from 120Water for a Lead Service Line Inventory 
In order to meet PSC requirements, the city needs to complete a lead service line inventory. 120Water 
proposed to provide this service to include a preliminary service line inventory, inventory classification report, 
public transparency dashboard, and verification of Lead Status Unknown Report. This would be paid for 
through the water fund. 
White moved to hire 120Water for one year to complete the lead service line inventory for $9,660, second by 
Donaghue, roll call vote, White, Donaghue and Snyder voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Purchase of Parcel No. 281-01157-0000 
The owners, Rousselow Trust, of PID 281-01157-0000 (3.69 acres) have proposed to deed this property to the 
city for the cost of the 2022 payable 2023 taxes, which is $1,697.78. There is no access to Hwy 8, nor are there 
city utilities. There is access to the property through the unimproved ROW of Lincoln Street, but this is also the 
path for the Interlink Trail. The property could be used for possible future expansions of industries to the 
North and as potential storm water ponds or infiltration areas if future expansions with the industrial park 
require a more regional approach to storm water mitigation. This would be funded through the Capital 
Projects Fund. 
White moved to acquire PID 281-01157-0000 for $1,679.78, second by Snyder, roll call vote, White, Snyder 
and Donaghue voted aye, motion passed. 
 
Consider Amendment to Purchase and Sale Agreement for 107 North Washington Street 
The buyers, Border State Properties LLC (Members Shari and Matt Steele), of 107 N Washington Street are 
requesting that the agreement be assigned to them as individuals in order to be consistent with their loan 
application and documents at their financial institution. According to the agreement, any assignment must be 
approved by City Council. The city attorney has reviewed and there are no concerns. 
Snyder moved to amend the purchase and sale agreement showing that Border State Properties LLC is 
changing to the individuals Shari and Matt Steele, second by White, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Ordinance 4-23 Relating to Remote Attendance at Meetings 
The topic of remote attendance at meetings arose during COVID. This has led to discussion regarding how to 
handle situations when Council members cannot attend meetings for one reason or another. Mayor Anderson 
noted that he wants members to be able to take vacations but also not have the remote attendance policy 
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abused. While no specific code was in place, members have joined meetings via zoom at times when they are 
out of town. This option could also be used in cases of illness. The ordinance specifies that, while in person 
attendance is preferred, circumstances may arise where it is appropriate to allow members to attend 
meetings remotely. Notice is required whenever practical. No member could attend remotely for two or more 
consecutive meetings unless good cause is determined. Each person attending remotely would be responsible 
for his/her audio and internet connections. Ordinance could also apply to other city committees, boards and 
commissions and would be dependent on technology and staffing availability to set up and implement a 
remote meeting. 
Snyder moved to approve Ordinance 4-23 Relating to Remote Attendance at Meetings, second by Donaghue, 
voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 
Consider Appointments to Committees, Boards and Commissions 
There was discussion regarding appointments, but no appointments were made. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
White moved to adjourn, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed at 8:47 pm. 
 

Kirk Anderson, Mayor                                                                                Sarah Jensen, City Clerk 


