November 25, 2019 page 1

CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING
NOVEMBER 25, 2019, 7:00 PM
CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35
ST CROIX FALLS WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Arnie Carlson called a meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm on
Monday, November 25, 2019, pursuant to due notice. Roll Call: Councilpersons Kirk Anderson, Joy Zasadny,
Warren White and Jeff Virchow were present. Also present: Administrator Bob Kazmierski, Clerk Bonita
Leggitt, Public Works Director Matt Larson, Library Director Su Leslie, the public and the press. All joined
Salute to the Flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Joy Zasadny moved to approve the Minutes of the November 11, 2019 Council Meeting, second by Warren
White, voice vote, motion passed.

REPORTS

Public Works Director Matt Larson presented the Public Works Report.

Library Director Su Leslie presented the Library Report.

Meg Luhrs reported that the Centennial Committee wants to convene to continue fund raising, waiting to hear
what happens with Master Use Agreement, fund raising would transition to the Friends of the Civic Auditorium.
The minutes of the November 18, 2019 Plan Commission were reported for Council’s information.

The minutes of the November 19, 2019 Community Development Authority were reported for Council’s
information, it was noted that this was a training meeting for new members of the CDA. Council discussed
accusations of conflict of interest of members of the CDA and of fellow Councilpersons.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund $68,022.93, Library Fund $3,875.25, Water $4,318.75, Sewer $6,166.47

Joy Zasadny moved to approve claims, second by Warren White, roll call vote, Joy Zasadny, Warren White
Kirk Anderson and Jeff Virchow voted aye, motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Meg Luhrs: former City Council approved the Auditorium renovation project, they did not approve borrowing
for the project.

Rick Anderson: why is financing of replacing pavers on the agenda, should be the responsibility of the property
owners, City should enforce Code that says so. If property owners take care of pavers then maybe the City can
paint the street light poles. City should budget for painting poles and repairing sidewalks.

Ken Coutier: correction to CDA meeting, the CDA is allowed to retain their own counsel, City Attorney
responded yes, but advised against it.

James Allen: property owners should fix their own sidewalks. Its alarming to see the division of the two sides
on the Auditorium project, should bring in an expert to tell us what can be done with it, we need to come
together on this so we can move on. Another issue coming up is the Hospital. All we are doing is putting out
fires, why doesn’t City broadcast the meetings on face book?

Leif Bjornson: Rivertown Holiday event will be December 7 and 8, starting at the Library and ending at the
Overlook, there will be fireworks at 6 pm.

NEW BUSINESS

Consideration of Options Regarding Municipal Court

Joy Zasadny: will financial limitations of City, want to look at Municipal Court, the court loses money every
year, eliminating court would be a way to save a few dollars. Municipal Court can only be eliminated at the end
of a judge’s term. It was observed that court revenues were flat and that we should review the fee schedule.
Bob Kazmierski: abolishing municipal court would require an ordinance and would need to be adopted before
the judge can file for election (December 1%), there would still be some costs to the City if abolished.

Joy Zasadny moved to abolish Municipal Court. Motion died due to lack of a second.
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Consider Award of Bid to Move Fill Material to City Owned Lots on River St

The Plan Commission recommended moving the fill material that was acquired from the RCU Bank building
site to the City owned property along River St and the Board of Public Works recommended award of the
contract to J&S Contracting for 8 hours of hauling.

Warren White moved to award bid to J&S Contracting for up to 8 hours and up to $5,000 to haul as much fill as
could be hauled in that time, second by Joy Zasadny, roll call vote, Warren White, Joy Zasadny, Kirk Anderson
and Jeff Virchow voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Proposals for Financing of Street Paver Replacements

The City has proposals for financing of street paver replacement from Bremmer Bank and Midwestone Bank.
Joy Zasadny moved to approve the finance option with Midwestone Bank, second by Jeff Virchow, roll call
vote, Joy Zasadny, Jeff Virchow, Warren White and Kirk Anderson voted aye, motion passed.

CLOSED SESSION

Consider Entering Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1) (e) Deliberating or
negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other
specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session,
Specifically for the purpose of the Master Use Agreement and Future Developers Agreement Between the
City of St Croix Falls (City) and Friends of the Civic Auditorium (FCA).

Joy Zasadny moved to enter Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1) (e) Deliberating or
negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified
public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, Specifically for the
purpose of the Master Use Agreement and Future Developers Agreement between the City and FCA, second by
Warren White, roll call vote, Joy Zasadny, Warren White, Kirk Anderson and Jeff Virchow voted aye, passed.

Reconvene in Open Session
Warren White moved to reconvene in open session, second by Joy Zasadny, voice vote, passed.

Action from Closed Session, if Any
Mayor Carlson announced that a summary of the Master Use Agreement would be released on Tuesday, the
summary and full document will be posted on the City’s website and will be available at the office for pickup.

ADJOURNMENT
Joy Zasadny moved to adjourn, second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed. 9:10 pm.

Arnie Carlson, Mayor Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk
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