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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING
NOVEMBER 26, 2018, 7:00 PM
CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35
ST CROIX FALLS WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Arnie Carlson called a meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:01 pm on
Monday, November 26, 2018, pursuant to due notice. Roll Call: Councilpersons Kirk Anderson, Joy Zasadny,
Brent Waak and Chris Chelberg were present. Also present Clerk Bonita Leggitt, Public Works Director Matt
Larson, City Attorney Anders Helquist, the public and the press. All joined Salute to the Flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chris Chelberg moved to approve the Minutes of the November 12, 2018 Council Meeting, second by Joy
Zasadny, voice vote, motion passed.

REPORTS

Chris Chelberg moved to allow PWD Matt Larson to address the Council, second by Joy Zasadny, voice vote,
motion passed.

Public Works Director Matt Larson presented the October 2018 Public Works Report.

The Minutes of the November 19, 2018 Plan Commission Meeting were presented to Council.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS
General Fund $20,021.91, Library Fund $2,034.74, B Bonds Wilberg Blvd $15,696.00, Water $3,123.31, Sewer
$4,013.95, Room Tax $1,000.00

Chris Chelberg moved to approve claims, second by Joy Zasadny, roll call vote, Chris Chelberg, Joy Zasadny,
Brent Waak and Kirk Anderson, voted aye, motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Jon Cermin: main street is declining, there are items on agenda that could be an economic driver for downtown.
Jim Hexum: theater people seem to think renovating the Auditorium is an all or nothing plan, am not in favor of
the addition but am in favor of renovating the building, don’t want to see it torn down. I hope that people can
come together and compromise to get it done; it’s time to make a decision.

Rick Anderson: Walmart and Menards contributed to decline of downtown, need to focus on tourism, give
people something to do, to bring them here. The two buildings I own downtown are empty by my choice.

Leif Bjornson: annual Rivertown Holiday is this coming weekend, invite all to attend, fireworks at 6pm.

NEW BUSINESS

Mayor’s Veto of Council Action to Appoint Joy Zasadny Chair of the Ordinance Review Committee
Mayor Carlson: City Codes give the authority to appoint committee chairpersons to the Mayor, not the Council,
therefore I have vetoed the Council action appointing Joy Zasadny as the Chair of the Ordinance Review
Committee.

Update and Request for Funding 2019 Events: Woody McBride

Woody McBride: we have 60 plus events planned for 2019, starting with Spring Awakenings in May, also music
at the weekly Farmers’ Market, a new event at the Lions Park on June 2 “I can Paddle”, City of Trails event on
June 7-8, MOTO on Fridays June through August, Gus Macker Basket Ball Event June 28-30, Wannigan Days
July 19-21, Polk Co Fair July 25-29, Super-Sized Farmers’ Market August 10-11, Fall’s Chamber Rib Fest
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August 24, Autumn Fest Oct 5, Rivertown Holiday December 7-8 and 7 bonus events of “Quirky” Monthly
special days associated with National Days of interest such as National Checkers Day and World Smile Day.
Request $5,000 for MOTO, $2,000 for Wannigan Days, street closings and banners.

Consider a CUP for a Large Animal Veterinary Facility at 110 Polk Parkway

The Plan Commission held a Public Hearing on the request for a Conditional Use Permit for a large animal
veterinary facility at 110 Polk Pkwy and recommends approval. Craig Passeretti owns the building, he is
moving his business to 931 Pine St and would be renting the building at 110 Polk Pkwy to the veterinary. The
Veterinary Service is currently working out of Grantsburg, moving south to be nearer their clients. They would
have an office at the building and use it for surgery when temps are too cold to do so on the farm, most of the
time the surgeries are done on the farm.

Joy Zasadny moved to approve a Conditional Use Permit for a large animal veterinary facility at 110 Polk
Pkwy, second by Chris Chelberg, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider CSM to Subdivide Land Located on North Side of Hwy 8 Between Midwest One Bank and
Subway

Bill Greene owns the commercial property at 2179 Hwy 8, he proposes to lot off a 1.27 acre open section
between Midwest One Bank and Subway, the CSM also clarifies the non-exclusive access easement that runs
along the south side of parking lot in front of Tractor Supply and the Movie Theater.

Brent Waak moved to approve the CSM to divide the property, second by Joy Zasadny, voice vote, passed.

Consider Terminating Agreement with Festival Theater

In light of the proposed business plan for the Auditorium we should terminate the existing agreement with
Festival Theater for use of the building. A 60 day notice is required to terminate the agreement. Two options
were presented, a simply letter or a longer detailed notice of termination.

Kirk Anderson moved to go with a simple letter to terminate the agreement, second by Brent Waak, voice vote,
motion passed.

Consider Adoption of the Path Forward and of the Conceptual Business Plan for the Civic Auditorium
Bill Ties: looking for direction from Council to move forward, concern is possibility of losing the $500,000
WEDC Grant that has a deadline of March 2019 if we don’t show movement forward on the project. We have
Board Members in place for the proposed non-profit managing group once the Council commits to moving
forward. The Centennial Committee is not going to be able to reach the funding raising goal of $2 mil by the
end of December, fund raising would continue while work on the building commences, we are not proposing to
tap the City for additional funds. We can’t keep putting off making a decision.

Joy Zasadny: more interested in going forward if the non-profit managing group were to own the Auditorium.
Chris Chelberg: should address the Attorney’s recent opinion on use of TIF Funding before making a decision.
Kirk Anderson: there have been mixed messages from city, need to get the facts to learn what can be done.
The Attorney has recommended discussing the opinion in closed session.

Joy Zasadny moved to postpone the adoption of Path Forward pending a meeting with the Attorney on legal
opinion, second by Chris Chelberg, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Code Review and Re-Bidding of the Civic Auditorium Project

Bill Ties: if the Council decides to move forward with project, the first thing needed will be a review of building
code compliance and re-bidding of project to determine cost in today’s dollars. Due to the delay in starting the
project a full building code review is required. Moving forward with code review and re-bidding may satisfy
the WEDC for the grant.

Joy Zasadny moved to postpone consideration of code review and re-bidding to the next Council Meeting,
second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed.
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Consider Agreement for Professional Services with CBS Squared

Agreement is for services to move forward with a Rural Development Financing application for needed
infrastructure projects.

Joy Zasadny moved to approve agreement with CBS Squared for a cost not to exceed $4,800, second by Chris
Chelberg, roll call vote, Joy Zasadny, Chris Chelberg, Kirk Anderson and Brent Waak voted aye, passed.

Set Date(s) for December Council Meetings

Brent Waak moved to schedule a Council Meeting for December 3, second by Joy Zasadny, voice vote, passed.
Brent Waak moved to schedule the second Council Meeting for December 17, second by Chris Chelberg, voice
vote, passed.

Authorize Council President to Approve Claims for Payment at the End of December

Joy Zasadny moved to authorize Council President Chris Chelberg to approve claims for payment the end of
December, second by Kirk Anderson, roll call vote, Joy Zasadny, Kirk Anderson and Brent Waak voted aye,
Chris Chelberg abstained, motion passed.

ADJOURNMENT
Kirk Anderson moved to adjourn, second by Joy Zasadny, voice vote, motion passed. 8:30 pm.

Arnie Carlson, Mayor Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk



