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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

December 11, 2023    7:00 PM    In Person and via Zoom 
City Hall, 710 Hwy 35, St. Croix Falls, WI 

 

CALL TO ORDER                                         
Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm 
on Monday, December 11, 2023 at City Hall in person and via zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call: 
Councilpersons Warren White, Joe Snyder, Craig Lien and Shannon Donaghue were present in person. Also 
present in person: Administrator Joel West and Clerk Sarah Jensen. All joined in the salute to the flag. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Snyder moved to approve the minutes of the Council Meeting of November 27, 2023, second by Lien, voice 
vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

REPORTS 
Police Chief Murphy joined via zoom to present the November Police Report. A stolen vehicle was located at 
Wal-Mart. Officers made contact with the occupants as they exited the store where they had just committed a 
felony retail theft. The incident went as smoothly as it could have given the circumstances. The K-9 vehicle 
required motor repairs that were covered by the warranty. A new officer has been hired and will start at the 
Police Academy in January. He previously attended the academy but did not join the field. The city will sponsor 
him and the state will reimburse the city for the expense. Overall number of calls to the police department is 
higher compared to past years.  
 

Fire Chief Dorsey was present via zoom to share the November Fire Department Report. The fire hall 
continues to be the temporary landing zone for the hospital helicopter. Fire fighters are training on the new 
fire truck. They hope to have it in service in a week or two. Their number of calls is up slightly, at 
approximately 260 calls year to date. The most calls they have received in a year is 300. There were a few car 
accidents with the first snow but nothing serious. 
 

Administrator West provided an administration update. The city closed on the sale of 107 N Washington last 
week with Matt and Shari Steele. Discussions continue with prospective buyers for 101 and 136 N 
Washington. Progress continues on the Civic Auditorium as well. Staff is working with the attorney on a short-
term rental ordinance utilizing access to codes across Wisconsin. They hope to have a draft later this month. 
There will be a public input session and it will go before the Plan Commission. Existing short-term rentals will 
need to comply with the new ordinance. The utility work along Highway 8 on the South side is Xcel installing a 
secondary line to reduce power outages in the industrial park. Administrator West encouraged Council to visit 
the Huffcut website to look at various options for the exterior of the Overlook Restrooms. The original design 
for the Overlook Restrooms was $430,000. A redesign brought the price down to $300,000. The Huffcut plan 
reduces the cost down to approximately $160,000. Federal COVID funds will cover the costs. 
 

Council reviewed the November Building Permits Report. There were four permits issued with a total value of 
$46,600. Year to date, there have been 77 permits issued with a total value of $10,216,456.84. 
 

Council reviewed unapproved recent minutes from the Plan Commission, Board of Public Works and Room Tax 
Committee. 
 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 
General Fund: $115,277.54, Library Fund: $3,258.47, Civic Auditorium Project: $75,000.00, Capital Projects 
Funds: $1,630,075.92, Water Fund: $24,163.38, Sewer Fund: $7,405.30 
White moved to approve claims, second by Lien, roll call vote, White, Lien, Snyder and Donaghue voted aye, 
motion passed. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Lief Bjornson: As chair of the Rivertown Holiday event, he thanked Council for their support and shared what a 
wonderful weekend it was. 
Terri McKeown: She would like to provide input on the short-term rental ordinance prior to the draft being 
written and the public input session.  
Rhonda Kingery: Does not support the approval of short-term rentals and asked Council to listen to residents. 
 

NEW BUSINESS                    
Consider Appointment of Election Officials for 2024-2025 Term 
Lien moved to approve the appointment of election officials for 2024-2025 as listed, second by Donaghue, 
voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Amendment to Development Agreement with 210 Civic LLC 
An amendment to the Development Agreement with 210 Civic LLC is proposed to revise the distribution of the 
philanthropic funds to provide cost savings to the developer. The philanthropic funds would be distributed 
through one of two different ways. One is through a legal entity and financial structure that allows the funds 
to be considered as equity into the project, or the funds are provided as a 10-year loan with forgivable 
principal and interest payments over 10 years. The city would hold a mortgage over this time, which is the 
same method of how the city funds were distributed. This provides the developer with the flexibility to 
structure his finances in the most advantageous way.  
Lien moved to approve the amendment to the Development Agreement with 210 Civic LLC, second by Snyder, 
roll call vote, Lien, Snyder, Donaghue and White all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider State Street Mural – Selecting Finalists for Interviews 
Beth West, with the subcommittee from the PAT Commission, was present to discuss the State Street Mural 
proposals. Twenty proposals were received and the jury narrowed it down to six. Council reviewed the 
renderings and project narratives from the six finalists. The subcommittee would like Council to narrow it 
down to three proposals and interview those three artists. Each councilperson ranked their top three 
proposals and shared those proposals with Administrator West. 
 

Consider Change Order for North Hamilton Street 
The city received a change order from the contractor for breaker rock that was installed in North Hamilton 
Street. The cost for this work is $216,172.26. The breaker rock was installed on North Hamilton from 
Minnesota Street to just North of Pennsylvania Street. As the street preparation was underway, it was evident 
that much of the existing common borrow from the original street bed was not usable and due to the wet 
conditions necessitated the material for proper drainage. This was also important to prevent uneven ground 
movement with the changing seasons. The city will be receiving approximately $20,000 in credit for other 
contract adjustments and will also have a two-year warranty on the street from the date the second lift of 
asphalt is installed.  
Lien moved to approve the change order for North Hamilton Street Phase 2 for $216,172.26, second by 
Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue and Snyder voted aye, White voted no. Motion passed.  
 

Consider Purchase of Air Compressor for Fire Department 
The fire department would like to purchase a new air compressor to fill large bottles that they then use to fill 
smaller bottles, called a cascade system. It has a fill station and containment station. They currently have a 
smaller system, but it does not fully meet their needs and does not have a containment station. They can 
trade in their existing system to help cover the costs. There are funds available in their 2023 budget.  
Lien moved to approve the purchase of the All in One Compressor from North Shore Compressor for 
$13,665.56 with trade-in of existing equipment, second by Snyder, roll call vote, Lien, Snyder, Donaghue and 
White voted aye, motion passed.  
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Consider Appointments to Committees, Boards and Commissions 
None 
 

Consider Entering Closed Session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e), Deliberating or negotiating the 
purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, 
whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically for the sale of 136 North 
Washington Street and Parcel No. 281-01157-0000; and State Statute 19.85(1)(c) considering employment, 
promotion, compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the 
governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility. 
Lien moved to enter Closed Session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e), deliberating or negotiating the 
purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, 
whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically for the sale of 136 North 
Washington Street and Parcel No. 281-01157-0000; and State Statute 19.85(1)(c) considering employment, 
promotion, compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the 
governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, 
Donaghue, Snyder and White voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Reconvene in Open Session 
Lien moved to reconvene in open session, second by White, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

Action from Closed Session, if Any 
No action taken. Discussion only. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
Lien moved to adjourn, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed at 9:34 pm. 
 

Kirk Anderson, Mayor                                                                                Sarah Jensen, City Clerk 


