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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting
December 12,2022 7:00 PM In Person and via Zoom
City Hall, 710 HWY 35, St. Croix Falls, WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm
on Monday, December 12, 2022 at City Hall in person and via zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call:
Councilpersons Craig Lien, Shannon Donaghue, Joe Snyder and Warren White were present in person. Also present
in person: Administrator Joel West and Clerk Sarah Jensen. Members of the public were present. All joined in the
salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Snyder moved to approve the minutes for the Council Meeting of November 28, 2022 and Special Council Meeting
of December 6, 2022, second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed.

REPORTS

Police Chief Murphy presented the November Police Report via zoom. It was noted that there were 18 calls for theft.
Chief Murphy attributed this to retailers paying more attention and the time of year. Squad cars and equipment are
working well. The PD signed an agreement with Bernards for a new car in May/June 2023.

The November Fire Department Report was reviewed by Council. It was noted that there were three calls for a senior
housing development on Maryland St. Mayor Anderson elaborated that they were all unrelated calls.

Administrator West presented an Administration Report. The temporary speed sign was moved to Vincent Street
near 3 Arrows. Council discussed the possibility of putting a crosswalk sign in the area. Administrator West will
look into this. Bids are out for North Hamilton Street Phase 2 and are due at the end of December. Drains in the Fire
Dept will be installed this winter also.

Council reviewed the November Building Permit Report. It was noted that there are 50 building permits for 2022 to
date. TDI’s permit for an addition valued at $5,000,000 has been approved also.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund: $31,997.63, Library Fund: $3,963.27, Capital Projects Funds: $26,528.55, Water Fund: $9,640.67,
Sewer Fund: $6,670.19, Room Tax Committee: $14,000.00.

Lien moved to approve claims, second by Snyder, roll call vote, Lien, Snyder, Donaghue and White voted aye,
motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Resolution 22-13 Issuing $1,500,000 General Obligation Promissory

Due to the timing and nature of completed and upcoming projects, the City will undertake short-term borrowing
of approximately $1,500,000. This will be repaid in 2023 when the City finalizes its projects and financing with
new, longer-term financing. The short-term borrowing will reimburse the City for providing cash-flow for the
projects from internal funding sources and provide interim funding for projects already authorized. Three bids
were obtained from local banks. The best bid was from Midwest One Bank with a rate of 4.39%.

Lien moved to award the bid for short-term borrowing of approximately $1,500,000 at 4.39% to Midwest One
Bank, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder and White voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Accepting Donation of Outlot 4, Glacier Ridge Estates for Regional Stormwater

The owner of Outlot 4, Glacier Ridge Estates would like to donate the property to the City since it serves as a
regional stormwater pond for the Glacier Ridge development. It was originally intended to be owned and
maintained by the Glacier Ridge Association;, however the parcels have been sold to various owners after the
original owner defaulted. Council questioned what maintenance would be required. Administrator West
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responded that it would be minimal, perhaps cleaning out the ponds every several years. Councilperson White
voiced concern over potential entering of exotic species, along with a need to rezone.

White moved to postpone and turn discussion over to the Plan Commission. Motion died for lack of a second.
Donaghue moved to accept the donation of Outlot 4, Glacier Ridge Estates with the caveat that it be presented
to the Plan Commission for rezoning at its January meeting, second by Lien; Donaghue, Lien and Snyder voted
aye, White voted no, motion passed. It was also noted that the property owner will pay costs to file documents.

Consider Adopting Commercial Building Permit Application

The City currently uses the Uniform Building Permit Application for both residential and commercial
construction. Utilizing a building permit application specific to commercial development would make the
submittal process clearer, providing a checklist of steps and more detailed information.

White moved to adopt the Commercial Building Permit Application, second by Lien, voice vote, all voted aye,
motion passed. It will be effective immediately.

Consider Update from 210 Civic LLC Regarding Civic Auditorium

Jeff Virchow, with 210 Civic LLC, was present to share an update on the Civic Auditorium with Council. In
mid-November, a developer’s agreement was signed. The budget is fully funded, with funds coming from four
parts: City dedicated funds from the TID, Centennial Committee funds, a WEDC Grant, and the developer’s
contribution. Ground has been broken for the North addition and a new roof installed. The South facing facade
will be left intact. They are dealing with some water and have someone coming to install a membrane and sump
pump. There is heat in the building for the first time in 8 years. Next step is to demolish some interior spaces.
This work will start this week and continue throughout the winter. All work is scheduled, and contracts are
signed. The goal for completion is late fall of 2023. They are working on a long-term lease with Festival
Theatre. A Facebook page and website are being developed for the community to follow progress. There may
be a need for future fundraising for tenant improvements. Mayor Anderson thanked Virchow and 210 LLC for
their efforts and congratulated him on moving forward.

Consider entering closed session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e), deliberating or negotiating the
purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business,
whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically for public works union
negotiations; and State Statute 19.85(1)(e)(g), conferring with legal counsel for the governing body with
respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved, specifically in regard to buildings at 101,
107 and 136 N Washington St.

Lien moved to enter closed session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e), deliberating or negotiating the
purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business,
whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically for public works union
negotiations; and State Statute 19.85(1)(e)(g), conferring with legal counsel for the governing body with respect
to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved, specifically in regard to buildings at 101, 107 and 136
N Washington St., second by Snyder, roll call vote, Lien, Snyder, Donaghue and White voted aye, motion passed.

Reconvene in Open Session
White moved to reconvene in open session, second by Lien, voice vote, motion passed.

Action from Closed Session, if Any

Lien moved to approve the contract with the Public Works Union as discussed in closed session, second by
Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder and White voted aye, motion passed.

Lien moved to approve the counteroffer settlement terms with the owner of 101, 107, 106 North Washington St.
and parcel ID 281-01204-0000, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder and White voted
aye, motion passed.

ADJOURNMENT
Lien moved to adjourn, second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed at 9:24 pm.

Kirk Anderson, Mayor Sarah Jensen, City Clerk



