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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING
DECEMBER 19, 2019, 7:00 PM
CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35
ST CROIX FALLS WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Arnie Carlson called a meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:02 pm on
Thursday, December 19, 2019, pursuant to due notice. Roll Call: Councilpersons Kirk Anderson, Joy Zasadny,
Warren White and Jeff Virchow were present. Also present: Administrator Bob Kazmierski, Clerk Bonita
Leggitt, Public Works Director Matt Larson, Library Director Su Leslie, the public and the press. All joined
Salute to the Flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Kirk Anderson moved to approve the Minutes of the December 19, 2019 Council Meeting as amended, second
by Warren White, voice vote, motion passed.

REPORTS

Public Works Director Matt Larson presented the November Public Works Report.

Library Director Su Leslie presented the Library Report.

The minutes of the December 16, 2019 Plan Commission were reported for Council’s information.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund $21,191.40, Library Fund $2,946.09, Debt Service $500.00, Water $2,687.28, Sewer $9,002.42
Warren White moved to approve claims, second by Jeff Virchow, roll call vote, Joy Zasadny, Warren White
Kirk Anderson and Jeff Virchow voted aye, motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Shannon Donahue: am disappointed with the bad behavior and language of some people and board members,
our downtown has gone down over the past couple years, how many businesses have to leave town before
something is done?

Tyler Hoffman: started a year ago with a simple records request to the Police Department, after talking with the
Police Department, Mayor, Administrator and City Attorney | am still not satisfied. Have spoken to the State
about Officer Mariakis and had records request filled within 28 days, here it has taken months, numerous calls
and discussion before was finally told | could see the records for a cost of $28,000. Have complaint against the
Police Chief also.

NEW BUSINESS

Mayor Carlson: disappointed that an agenda item was moved to closed session, when things aren’t discussed
openly, that’s when mis-information gets around.

Attorney Helquist: due to the CDA engaging their own attorney and threat of litigation it is appropriate for
closed session.

Consider Ordinance to disband the CDA Authority per section nine (9) of Ordinance 2-14

Warren White moved to consider an Ordinance Repealing Ordinance #2-14 that re-seated the CDA, second by
Jeff Virchow.

Attorney Helquist: original ordinance gave the CDA limited authority specifically for the Civic Auditorium
project, proposed ordinance points out that with the direction the CDA is going that the auditorium renovation
project doesn’t go forward.

Discussion: is or has the CDA acted outside its authority? The City has negotiated with the Friends of the Civic
Auditorium in good faith, some believe the actions of the CDA now put the City at risk. Previous CDA
supported the project, some of the newly appointed CDA members publicly opposed the project before they
were appointed. It was pointed out that the Joint Review Board approved a joint public/private project for
renovation of the auditorium and a boutique hotel, that hotel developer has dropped out.
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Warren White moved to adopt Ordinance #3-19 with change of wording to “re-establish” in paragraph A and to
strike line that begins “impartiality” in paragraph J, second by Jeff Virchow, roll call vote, Warren White, Jeff
Virchow and Kirk Anderson voted aye, Joy Zasadny voted nay, motion passed.

Discuss Creation of a Social Media Policy (Zasadny)

It is important that people understand that our opinions are our own and don’t necessarily reflect the City’s
opinion. A lot of municipalities are implementing social media policies, while we do have such a policy for
employees, we do not one for public officials. When a private page becomes a public page open meeting rules
apply. Any policy created would need to be carefully vetted so as not to impede free speech.

Warren White moved to have Joy Zasadny circulate the social media policy information she has found, second
by Joy Zasadny, voice vote, 2 ayes, 1 nay, 1 silent/no vote.

Consider Authorizing City Council President to Approve Claims

Jeff Virchow moved to authorize Council President Kirk Anderson to approve end of year claims for payment,
second by Joy Zasadny, roll call vote, Jeff Virchow, Joy Zasadny and Warren White voted aye, Kirk Anderson
abstained, motion passed.

CLOSED SESSION

Consider Entering Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1) (e) Deliberating or
negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other
specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, and
Pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1(g) Conferring with Legal Counsel for the Governing Body with Respect
to Litigation in which it is or likely to become involved., Specifically for the purpose of the Civic
Auditorium.

Warren White moved to remain in open session to discuss goals and objectives of the Auditorium Project,
second by Joy Zasadny, roll call vote, Joy Zasadny voted aye, Warren White, Jeff Virchow and Kirk Anderson
voted nay, motion failed.

Attorney Helquist: ok to discuss investment of funds in open session, caution against discussing possible
litigation in open session. It is difficult to have a legal discussion when members of the Council are also
involved with the CDA wen the CDA has engaged their own attorney on this matter. Per State Statutes you
cant exclude a member of the council from the closed session.

Councilperson Jeff Virchow requested that Mayor Carlson excuse himself from the closed session, Attorney
Helquist suggested the same for Warren White. The other option would be not to discuss it at all, referenced the
legal opinion of the CDA’s attorney and their verbal statement of suing cities.

Warren White moved to enter closed session and to recuse himself. Motion failed due to lack of a second.
Mayor Carlson read State Statute 19.85(1)(g) and recused himself. Warren White recused himself.

Kirk Anderson moved to enter closed session pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1) (e) Deliberating or
negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified
public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, and Pursuant to State
Statute 19.85(1(g) Conferring with Legal Counsel for the Governing Body with Respect to Litigation in which
it is or likely to become involved, Specifically for the purpose of the Civic Auditorium, second by Jeff Virchow,
roll call vote, Jeff Virchow and Kirk Anderson voted aye, Joy Zasadny voted nay, motion passed.

Reconvene in Open Session
Joy Zasadny moved to reconvene in open session, second by Jeff Virchow, voice vote, motion passed.

ADJOURNMENT
Joy Zasadny moved to adjourn, second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed. 10:02 pm.

Arnie Carlson, Mayor Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk
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