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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING
DECEMBER 9, 2019, 7:00 PM
CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35
ST CROIX FALLS WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Arnie Carlson called a regular meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at
7:01 pm on Monday, December 9, 2019, pursuant to due notice. Roll Call: Councilpersons Kirk
Anderson, Jeff Virchow, Joy Zasadny and Warren White were present. Also present: Administrator Bob
Kazmierski, Clerk Bonita Leggitt, Assist. Fire Chief Joe Stage, Police Sargent Jared Cockroft, the public
and the press. All joined Salute to the Flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Joy Zasadny moved to approve the Minutes of the November 25, 2019 Council Meeting as amended,
second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed.

REPORTS
Police Sargent Jared Cockroft presented the October and November 2019 Police Reports.
Assist. Fire Chief Joe Stage presented the November 2019 Fire Dept Report.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund $18,079.13, Library Fund $1,326.31, Debt Service $14,524.69, Water $4,000.37,

Sewer $14,181.69

Kirk Anderson moved to approve claims, second by Joy Zasadny, roll call vote, Kirk Anderson, Joy
Zasadny, Jeff Virchow and Warren White voted aye, motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Meg Luhrs summed up the history and efforts in planning for the Civic Auditorium Project dating back to
2006 and the change in direction and non-support of the project with the election of new officials in 2018.

NEW BUSINESS

Discussion of City Attorney Memo Presented to the Community Development Authority

Mayor Carlson announced that the Council would not be discussing the Attorney’s memo.

Jeff Virchow questioned if the Mayor had the authority to pull it off the agenda at this point.

Joy Zasadny questioned who authorized the memo, stating that the memo should have gone to the Council
first, that the Council needed an opportunity of vet the memo before releasing it.

Consider Dissolution of the Community Development Authority (Virchow/White)

Jeff Virchow: the CDA has made it apparent that they have no interest in the Civic Auditorium Project
and their actions were reckless, putting us at risk. Our TIF District is successful, giving us a one-time
opportunity to invest in our City assists. As for dissolving the Community Development Authority, there
would be no reason to if they followed their directives in the authorizing Ordinance and Cooperative
Agreement, they have no authority other than for the project. the CDA is dragging us down the wrong
road and we are in danger of legal action based upon bad faith. We would lose the $500,000 WEDC
Grant, we would have to unwind all the donations, and who would ever donate to us again? It’s not good
governance. The 2014 TIF Plan Amendment included a map/photo of the Civic Auditorium with an
adjacent pad tagged “future development”, we could set aside some TIF Funds for incentives for another
developer for that pad.

Warren White: what happens if we dissolve the CDA? The CDA membership needs to read and clearly
understand the Authorizing Ordinance and Cooperative Agreement, the State Statutes, Open Meeting
Laws and the proposed Lease. The Auditorium renovation is an important project, the future of
downtown isn’t commerce, its services and experiences. We need to add to the experience industry.
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Warren White proposed a reduced plan for renovation of the Auditorium that doesn’t infringe upon the
adjoining pad and would reduce project costs.

Kirk Anderson: we talk about good faith, we are probably going to get sued either way, best option is to
follow through with project.

Joy Zasadny: we have put so much time into this and yet here we are, original approval for project was
based upon a public/private development for auditorium and a hotel, the hotel project has gone away thus
there will be no additional tax base created with the project.

Mayor Carlson: CDA/TIF funds can’t be used for the addition, was told previously that CDA was needed
to be the agent for distributing the TIF Funds that were set aside.

Jeff Virchow moved to direct legal counsel to write an Ordinance to reverse Ordinance #2-14 which
addressed Dissolving of the Community Development Authority, second by Warren White, roll call vote,
Jeff Virchow, Warren White and Kirk Anderson voted aye, Joy Zasadny voted nay, motion passed.

Consider Setting Date for Regular Second Council Meeting in December

Warren White moved to set the date for December 19, 2019 for the second Council Meeting of the month
and to have Attorney Anders Helquist present at the meeting, second by Jeff Virchow, voice vote, motion
passed with Joy Zasadny voted nay.

Consider Request for Refund of Water and Sewer Charges for 101 N Washington St — from July
2018 to Present (Richard Anderson)

Richard Anderson has requested refunding of water and sewer charges for 101 N Washington St, Mr.
Anderson had disconnected his own sewer service but his water service is still active.

Warren White noted that if Mr. Anderson was granted a refund that other owners of vacant buildings
might also seek refunds.

Warren White moved to deny the request, second by Jeff Virchow, roll call vote, Warren White, Jeff
Virchow and Kirk Anderson voted aye, Joy Zasadny voted nay, motion passed.

Consider Appointment of Election Officials for 2020-2021 Term
Joy Zasadny moved to approve the list of Election Officials for 2020-2021 term, second by Warren
White, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Authorizing Signatories for Short-term Financing of Paver Replacement Project

At the previous meeting the Council approved short term financing and needs to authorize signatories.
Joy Zasadny moved to authorize Mayor Carlson and Clerk Leggitt to sign documents for short term
financing of Paver Project, second by Warren White, roll call vote, Joy Zasadny, Warren White, Jeff
Virchow and Kirk Anderson voted aye, motion passed.

ADJOURNMENT
Joy Zasadny moved to adjourn, second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed. 9:00 pm.

Arnie Carlson, Mayor Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk
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