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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING
FEBRUARY 12, 2017, 7:00 PM
CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35
ST CROIX FALLS WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Brian Blesi called a regular meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm
on Monday, February 12, 2018, pursuant to due notice. Roll Call: Councilpersons, Arnie Carlson, Kirk
Anderson, Chris Chelberg and Brent Waak were present. Also present Clerk Bonita Leggitt, Police Chief Erin
Murphy, Fire Chief Mike Dorsey, the public and the press. All joined Salute to the Flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chris Chelberg moved to approve the Minutes of the January 29, 2018 Regular and Closed Council Meeting,
second by Arnie Carlson, voice vote, motion passed.

REPORTS

Police Chief Erin Murphy presented the January 2018 Police Report.

Fire Chief Mike Dorsey presented the January 2018 Fire Dept Report.

Arnie Carlson: Library staff and patrons are concerned with speed of traffic by the Library building.
The Tourism Committee has placed an ad in the USA National Parks Edition.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General $227,442.79, Library $69.10, Water $9,486.110, Sewer $10,797.08, Centennial Committee $39.45, Room
Tax $6,835.00,

Brent Waak moved to approve claims, second by Arnie Carlson, roll call vote, Brent Waak, Arnie Carlson,
Kirk Anderson and Chris Chelberg voted aye, motion passed.

OLD BUISNESS

Consider 3 Year Contract with St Croix Valley EMS for Ambulance Services

Ben Wasmund, Service Director for St Croix Valley EMS. Previous contract was from 2011 when the
ambulance was housed in a City owned building, thus the reduced service fee of $11,715, we subsequently
purchased the building. We provide Paramedic plus level of service, we have two ambulances, one is kept in St
Croix Falls, the other in Miltown, when one is on a call or doing a transport, the other is moved to Centuria so
as to be centrally located in case of need. We are requesting $10 per capita in the new contract for a term of 3
years. Funds received from per capita agreements are used for capital costs.

Mayor Blesi: we budgeted for the $11,715 for 2018 and do not have the reserves to increase that amount, if we
called this a capital contribution we may be able to borrow funds to meet the $20,000 ask in 2018, will need to
run the idea through the City Attorney, if doable the language in the contract would need to be amended.

Brent Waak moved to table the Ambulance Service Contract to the April 9 Council Meeting, second by Chris
Chelberg, voice vote, motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS

Discuss Ordinance Establishing fines for Failing to Address Fire Inspection Violations

The goal of an ordinance establishing fines for failing to comply is to improve safety, the ordinance would set
time frames for compliance and impose fines for non-compliance. The Town of St Croix Falls has such an
ordinance in place now and it has improved compliance. A code in the City should align with the Town code.

Discuss Mutual Aid Box Alarm System Agreement

This agreement is for a statewide system so as not to deplete resources in a particular area. No money
exchanges hands, each department is responsible for their own equipment. This agreement would be in addition
to existing mutual aid agreements.

Discuss Capital Planning and City Debt Re-Financing to Reduce Costs
Sean Lentz, Ehlers and Associates reviewed the City’s outstanding debt and borrowing capacity, noting that at
the end of the year the City will have general obligation debt of about $3.5 mil with capacity to borrow another
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$6.8 mil under State law. The TIF District closes in 2020, at which time the City’s tax base will increase $58
mil for the 2021 Tax year. When the TIF closes in 2020 and all TIF debt is paid off, there will be $2.4 mil left
in the CDA fund that designated for the Civic Auditorium rehabilitation project. If the City were to refinance
the 2007 and 2022 debt issue, they could see savings in interest charges of $29,000, most of which would be for
the TIF District. Mayor Blesi questioned what the debt would look like if we refinanced with an additional
$200,000 in borrowing for capital needs. Councilperson Carlson asked what the TIF would look like if the
Auditorium project did not go forward and the TIF funds held by the CDA came back to the TIF. Under that
scenario the TIF could close a year early and the City would gain the expanded tax base for the 2020 budget
rather than the 2021 budget. Sean Lentz will look into what the effect of an additional $200,000 in borrowing.

Consider Financing Options for Tractor and Snowblower
Brent Waak moved to table consideration of financing options for the tractor and snowblower to the March 12
Council Meeting, second by Chris Chelberg, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Offer to Purchase City Owned Lots in Block 68 Between Hamilton St and Washington St
Cynthia Nelson has purchased Block 64 at the Polk County Auction, is interested in the adjoining property
owned by the City. She is offering $6,000 for the City’s property in Block 68 and requests that the alley and
Ohio St which lies between the two blocks be vacated. There is a sewer main running through Ohio St and a
water line along east side of the City lots in Block 68. Council directed that the City check with local realtors
on what the value of the City lots may be and send to Plan Commission meeting in March.

Consider Request and Update on City Events: Woody McBride

Woody McBride: Spring Awakenings will be May 4-6, Wannigan Days is moving back to July in 2018, a new
event call the SCF City of Trails Festival will be held on June 8 & 9. The Tourism Committee will be
sponsoring a Gus Macker Public 3 on 3 Basketball Tournament event on July 7 & 8, also adding fireworks to
the Rivertown Holiday Celebration in December. MOTO will run Friday nights June through August. Request
that the City provide portable toilets down town from May through Oct and with street closings for some of the
events. The City budgeted $5,000 for MOTO, there was nothing budgeted for portable toilets.

Chris Chelberg moved to approve promotions as presented with a $5,000 contribution to MOTO. Motion died
due to lack of a second.

Arnie Carlson moved to approve promotions as presented with a $5,000 contribution to MOTO and $1,500 for
portable toilets from professional services budget line, second by Chris Chelberg, roll call vote, Arnie Carlson,
Chris Chelberg, Brent Waak and Kirk Anderson voted aye, motion passed.

Consider PC Recommendation for a Disc Golf Course in Riegel Park

Warren White: The course would be located in area north of the Interlink Trail and on both sides of the Woolly
Bike Trail, the tees would be comprised of recycled concrete slabs with small signs providing information on
each hole. The Rotary Club would maintain the course for the first 5 years. The Nature Conservancy says that
the proposed disc golf course meets goals for the property.

The Plan Commission has recommended approval of a disc golf course in Riegel Park with the stipulation that
holes not cross bike paths and that goal baskets be 50’ away from bike paths so that discs aren’t being thrown
towards people using the trails.

Chris Chelberg moved to approve a 9 hole disc golf course with 50” foot setbacks of goal baskets from trails,
second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Disallowance of Walmart Claim for Excessive Taxes

Walmart has filed suit to contest their assessed value for taxes.

Kirk Anderson moved to disallow Walmart’s claim for excessive taxes and to authorize the Mayor and Clerk to
sign the Disallowance Notice, second by Chris Chelberg, voice vote, motion passed.

ADJOURNMENT
Kirk Anderson moved to adjourn, second by Chris Chelberg, voice vote, motion passed. 10:10 pm.

Brian Blesi, Mayor Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk



