February 12, 2019 page 1

CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING
FEBUARY 12, 2019, 7:00 PM
CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35
ST CROIX FALLS WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Arnie Carlson called a regular meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00
pm on Tuesday, February 12, 2019, pursuant to due notice. Roll Call: Councilpersons, Joy Zasadny, Chris
Chelberg and Kirk Anderson were present. Also present Clerk Bonita Leggitt, Police Chief Erin Murphy, Fire
Chief Mike Dorsey, Public Works Director Matt Larson, the public and the press. All joined Salute to the Flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chris Chelberg moved to approve the Minutes of the January 28, 2019 Regular Council Meeting as amended,
second by Joy Zasadny, voice vote, motion passed.

REPORTS

Police Chief Erin Murphy presented the January 2019 Police Report, noting that there had been a fire in one of
the furnaces at City Hall and that the smoke detectors did not work, the furnace will have to be replaced.

Fire Chief Mike Dorsey presented the January 2019 Fire Dept Report.

Joy Zasadny: the Ordinance Committee met and will be starting with the Nuisance Code.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General $795,703.99, Library $35.94, Water $19,566.66, Sewer $5,754.66, Room Tax $3,500.00

Chris Chelberg moved to approve claims, second by Joy Zasadny, roll call vote, Chris Chelberg, Joy Zasadny
and Kirk Anderson voted aye, motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Charleen Carlson: the responsibility of the City is to keep residents safe, maintain roads, water and sewer
services. Most residents take no notice of what goes on till it impacts them. People shouldn’t complain till
they’ve walked in the shoes of the ones providing those services, such as the Police and Fire Fighters.

Kathy Danielson: sad to see death of Civic Auditorium rehab project, greatest cost is division amongst
residents. What is incentive to pay off the TIF, if paid off today the City’s tax base would increase and property
taxes would be lowered. The City Council needs to hold tight to the budget and focus on primary purposes.
Joy Zasadny moved to extend the time for Public Comments, second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, passed.
Tylor Hoffman: was hoping to see something on agenda about complaint against Police. Have spoken with an
attorney who would be happy to provide training on handling of public records requests.

Jon Cermin: when we don’t fluoridate water it’s the low income children who suffer.

Luanne Kleppe: thanked Council for voting to remove fluoride and not mass medicate people.

Casey Borchert: have studied fluoride a long time, suggest medical community read the studies, a 12 year study
says fluoride lowers 1Q.

OLD BUSINESS

Council Directive for Civic Auditorium Building

Mayor Carlson: my first thought now is to sell the building, we can stipulate on the deed to protect the historic
designation. We did not disband the Centennial Committee, we terminated their fund raising efforts.

Kirk Anderson: the Centennial Committee is working on an idea to purchase the building, there is no hurry to
make a decision, can wait to hear what the Centennial Committee proposes. In fairness, we asked this group to
undertake a huge job, it’s fair to give the Centennial Committee a chance and see what their proposal is before
putting it out publically.

Joy Zasadny: would like to put out a request for proposals for the building, there may be a lot of ideas out in the
community, could then discuss all proposals next month, if we are not content with the proposals received, can
then list property for sale.
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Chris Chelberg: would be prudent to give Centennial Committee 30 days to put together a proposal and open it
up for other proposals also, would like to see what the options are and get the building off the City’s books.
Bring back on March 11 Meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Presentation on Fluoride by the Polk Co Health Department

Brian Kaczmarski, Polk Co Health Officer: there are two sides to the discussion on fluoride. Benefits of
fluoride outweigh costs, fluoridation of water is most cost effective method to prevent tooth decay. Other
options for getting fluoride include toothpaste, mouth rinses, gels, foams, school programs and county health
departments. These other options cost more than fluoridation of water. Fluoridation of community water
supply is the most effective and practical method of providing fluoride and reducing inequities in tooth decay
rates between low-income and upper-income people.

Chris Chelberg: fluoridation is a low cost treatment, the risk factor is also important for employees, that is the
reason for the discussion of time and resources for city crew.

Joy Zasadny: 99% of water we treat is not consumed and ends up in the river, if the County provides alternate
methods to get fluoride, do they offer alternatives for those who don’t want it?

Consider Proposal for a Police Dog Program

Police Chief Erin Murphy: it’s no secret that drugs flow into Polk Co through St Croix Falls, with increase in
drugs comes other crimes, we are seeing more firearms with drug activities. We are also getting more calls for
health and human services. We account for 28% of the County canine deployments, yet we account for just 5%
of the County’s population. The presence of a canine reduces risk to officers and saves time and costs.
Implementing a canine program would cost about $53,000.00 that includes a specialized squad car; we can
apply for grants and fund raise for this initial cost. A local vet has offered to donate food and routine care.
Joy Zasadny: would like to see breakout of costs and how it would be budgeted for, more important to get a
liaison officer for school, should have it go through the Public Safety Committee.

Kirk Anderson: increase in drugs is a concern, | see a lot of benefit to having a canine.

Chris Chelberg: canine would be a safety benefit for officers.

Chris Chelberg moved to authorize the Police Chief to move forward with fund raising for a canine program,
second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, Joy Zasadny voted nay, motion passed.

Discuss Continuance of Selling Off Excess City Property

Joy Zasadny: there was some success with sale of 3 properties via an online auction last year, was a lot of work,
is it worth moving forward with? Would like to see Plan Commission recommend additional lots to the City
Council for listing to sell.

Chris Chelberg: very worth while project, got 3 properties back on the tax roll.

Enforcement of City Ordinances in Absence of a Zoning Administrator

In past and per City Codes, the City Administrator is designated as the Zoning Administrator and tasked with
Code enforcement, none other are so designated at this time and there is no oversight committee. The Police
Department does have jurisdiction with some codes. In particular, enforcement of sign codes would fall to the
Zoning Administrator.

Consider Closing TIF in 2019, One Year Early

There are options with the TIF, one option is to pull part of CDA Funds back and close the TIF a year early and
there would still be funds left in the CDA, if the TIF is left to run through 2020 there would be a greater
remaining fund balance. There are questions as to whether the remaining funds can be used for some purpose or
if they would need to be distributed among the taxing jurisdictions. Another option would be to extend the TIF
an additional year to support affordable housing. Council requested additional information on use of the funds.

ADJOURNMENT
Kirk Anderson moved to adjourn, second by Chris Chelberg, voice vote, motion passed. 9:30 pm.

Arnie Carlson, Mayor Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk
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