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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting
February 12,2024 7:00 PM In Person and via Zoom
City Hall, 710 Hwy 35, St. Croix Falls, WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm
on Monday, February 12, 2024 at City Hall in person and via Zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call:
Councilpersons Warren White, Joe Snyder and Craig Lien were present in person. Councilperson Shannon
Donaghue was absent. Also present in person: Administrator Joel West and Clerk Sarah Jensen. All joined in
the salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
White moved to approve the minutes of the Council Meeting of January 29, 2024, second by Lien, voice vote,
all voted aye, motion passed.

REPORTS

Police Chief Murphy joined via Zoom to present the January Police Report. Councilperson White noted that
approximately 45% of the calls were drug related. Chief Murphy stated that is fairly consistent. Council
inquired about the Student Resource Officer (SRO). Murphy responded that there is a wide range of
interactions the SRO has with students. It can be anything from a weapons offense, expulsion, and low-level
offenses to friendly conversations. The program has been very successful and effective. Both the school and
police department want it to continue. The new Dodge Charger arrived. The old squad will be removed from
service and sold.

Fire Chief Dorsey was present to share the January Fire Department Report. It was a slow month with mostly
medical calls. The hospital elevator is fixed, so the fire department is no longer serving as the temporary
helicopter landing site. The air compressor arrived last week and will be put into service. The new fire truck is
working very well. They continue with training as needed.

Administrator West provided an administration update. The city closed on the interim financing for the South
Booster Station. This financing is needed due to delays with the state funding. Loan will be paid back as soon
as the Safe Water Drinking Loan funds arrive. Work continues to connect the PW buildings to internet.
Administrator West submitted a grant application for $250,000 for improvements on 101, 103 and 107 N
Washington Street. A meeting is scheduled between the PW Director, Administrator and Xcel to discuss
burying power lines behind these buildings. A second public input meeting regarding the short-term rental
ordinance will likely be scheduled for next week.

Council reviewed the January Building Permits Report. There were 5 permits issued with a total value of
$240,858.

Council reviewed recent minutes from the Room Tax Committee.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund: $1,694,638.30, Library Fund: $7,523.05, Civic Auditorium Project: $300,000, Capital Projects
Funds: $28,224.27, Capital Improvement Plan Fund: $1,750.20, Water Fund: $16,819.95, Sewer Fund:
$48,176.74, Sewer Replacement Fund: $17,068.57

Lien moved to approve claims, second by Snyder, roll call vote, Lien, Snyder and White voted aye, motion
passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
None
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NEW BUSINESS

Consider Rescheduling the 2" Council Meeting in May 2024

The regular meeting date for the second meeting in May 2024 falls on Memorial Day.

Lien moved to schedule the second Council meeting in May on Tuesday, May 28 at 7:00pm, second by White,
voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Recap of 2023 and Recent Projects

Administrator West shared a presentation highlighting the accomplishments of the city from 2020-2023. In
2020, TID #1 was decertified. The community realized a 7.54% reduction in its mill rate, from $7.25 to $6.70
per $1,000 in value. The city has maintained that mill rate for the past 4 years. Total assessed value has
continued to grow. There has been a great deal of building permit activity, with between 9-19 new residential
homes built each year, along with commercial activity also. Work on the Civic Auditorium is nearing
completion and the Kentucky/River Street project brought needed improvements to the area. The North
Hamilton Street project is nearly complete also. This included replacement of the old water main, addressed
storm water issues, and extended sewer and water to the Lions Park, allowing for new restrooms. A new
booster station and public restrooms were built at the Gandy Dancer Trailhead-City Hall. Additional public
investments were made in repaving part of the Thompson Pkwy parking lot and State Street and Adams
Streets parking lots, along with replacing curb and gutter along Washington Street and repainting the
downtown lights. Investments in equipment has allowed staff to work more efficiently. PW has a new salt
storage shed, snow plow, 1-ton truck, street sweeper, Ventrac, and asphalt patching trailer. The fire
department has a new fire truck and rescue truck. Progress has also been made in downtown redevelopment
of 101, 107 and 136 N Washington. The city acquired these properties after four years of enforcement action.
107 N Washington has been sold to the owner of the Unique Boutique and there are purchase agreements for
101 and 136 N Washington. There is increased arts activity downtown, including the creation of an Art Walk
and standardized signage. The TID #2 was created to encourage downtown redevelopment. The city worked
with the town to create an agreement governing annexation for five areas. An updated Outdoor Recreation
Plan was adopted, along with ordinances allowing and regulating tiny homes and golf carts, ATV’s and UTV’s
on city streets. A vacant building ordinance was also adopted. Several new developments are also coming in
2024. Impact 7 is building a 40-unit housing development on Maple Drive and Taco Bell is coming on Birch
Street. Restrooms at the Overlook and a mural on State Street will be coming. In addition, Thompson Pkwy will
be redone in 2024-25. Mayor Anderson shared his pleasure in accomplishing so much without a tax increase
and appreciation for the collaboration and efforts of all individuals involved.

Consider Appointments to Committees, Boards and Commissions
None

ADJOURNMENT
Lien moved to adjourn, second by White, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed at 7:54 pm.

Kirk Anderson, Mayor Sarah Jensen, City Clerk



