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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

February 13, 2023    7:00 PM    In Person and via Zoom 
City Hall, 710 HWY 35, St. Croix Falls, WI 

 

CALL TO ORDER                                         

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm 

on Monday, February 13, 2023 at City Hall in person and via zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call: 

Councilpersons Warren White, Craig Lien and Joe Snyder were present in person. Councilperson Shannon 

Donaghue was present via zoom. Also present in person: Administrator Joel West, Fire Chief Mike Dorsey, Captain 

Ben Sabel and Clerk Sarah Jensen. Members of the public were present. All joined in the salute to the flag. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Lien moved to approve the minutes as amended for the Council Meeting of January 30, 2023, second by Snyder, 

voice vote, motion passed. 
 

REPORTS 

Police Chief Murphy presented the January Police Report via zoom. The department has been awarded two grants. A 

$7,500 K9 grant was awarded through the United States Police Canine Association that will be used for training and 

saved for unforeseen expenses related to the K9. Officer LeBrun is the new K9 officer and will attend training in the 

spring. The department also received a $10,000 coronavirus grant that will be used to purchase items to help slow 

the spread of the virus among employees. The department is fully staffed and all vehicles running properly. 
 

Fire Chief Mike Dorsey presented the January Fire Department report. Most of the calls received in January were 

first responder calls. They have been working on confined space training in collaboration with the Luck Fire 

Department. They are also working on updating emergency response guides. 
 

Administrator West presented an Administration Report. The City will be closing on the four Anderson properties on 

N Washington Street on February 15. Work continues on the Civic Auditorium. Staff is preparing for the audit in 

March and the Spring Primary is February 21. 
 

Building Permit Report showed two permits for 2023 so far. 
 

Councilperson White reported that the PAT Commission met on January 25. They received a request to clear snow 

for parking space for the WERT off of Day Road. 
 

There was no PAT meeting in December. 
 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 

General Fund: $1,678,838.30, Library Fund: $105.77, Capital Projects Funds: $32,344.13, Water Fund: $5,673.44, 

Sewer Fund: $14,135.62. 

White moved to approve claims, second by Lien, roll call vote, White, Lien, Snyder and Donaghue voted aye, 

motion passed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 
 

NEW BUSINESS                    

Consider Encroachment Agreement to locate a sign in the right-of-way of East Pine Street for Equus 

Magnificus 

Equus Magnificus requested permission to place a sign on City owned ROW that is adjacent to their property. If 

placed on Equus Magnificus property, it would not be visible to the public. An encroachment agreement has 

been drafted to outline conditions. If the ROW is needed in the future, the sign must be moved. 

Lien moved to approve the encroachment agreement for placing a sign in the ROW of East Pine Street for 

Equus Magnificus, second by Snyder, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.  
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Consider Purchase of Rescue Truck for Fire Department 

The City’s fire rescue truck is approximately 23 years old and is on the schedule to be replaced. Given the 

timeline for securing a chassis and the build out, the unit may be ready by 2025. The City received a quote from 

Rosenbauer for a new rescue truck of $657,282. The first payment of $253,604 would be due in early 2024. 

Final payment of $403,678 would be due in 2025, when the chassis arrives. Captain Ben Sabel provided an 

overview of the truck features, stating it meets all of the department’s needs including having a shorter wheel 

base, ability to pull rope from either side, a light tower, extra storage, and capacity to carry needed personnel. 

The Department is trying to consolidate trucks by doing more with less vehicles. Administrator West stated the 

City’s bond structure can be adjusted for funding.  

Lien moved to approve the purchase of the Rescue Truck for the Fire Department not to exceed $657,282, 

second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder and White all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Information on ATV/UTV and Equestrian Feasibility Study- St. Croix Falls to Burnett County 

Line  

Polk County hired a consulting group to evaluate the feasibility of routes for ATV/UTV and equestrian riders 

aligning with the Gandy Dancer Trail corridor. The study is a priority project that was identified in the 

Countywide Comprehensive Trail Network Plan. They are considering both the opportunities and challenges in 

having separate, combined and partially combined trails. This does not involve City trails. It was information 

only, noting the County will eventually ask for the City’s input. Nicole Machaud from the PAT Commission 

was present and shared their opinion, recognizing it is a complex issue with safety concerns. The PAT 

Commission stated support of the 4th option presented in the study, creating a physically separate parallel route 

for ATV/Equestrian use through easements on private lands. Council was encouraged to consider the 

information presented and ask questions. This will come back on a future agenda. 
 

Consider Rescheduling Second Council Meeting in May 2023 

The regular meeting date for the second meeting in May 2023 falls on Memorial Day. 

Lien moved to schedule the second Council meeting in May on Tuesday, May 30 at 7:00pm, second by White, 

voice vote, motion passed. 
 

Consider Entering Closed Session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e), Deliberating or negotiating the 

purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, 

whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically for items related to the 

closing on the acquisition of on 101, 107, 136 and 281-01204-0000 N Washington St.; and State Statute 

19.85(1)(e)(g), conferring with legal counsel for the governing body with respect to litigation in which it is 

or is likely to become involved, specifically the contract with Stout Construction for Kentucky/River Street 

Lien moved to enter closed session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e), deliberating or negotiating the 

purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, 

whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically for items related to the closing 

on the acquisition of on 101, 107, 136 and 281-01204-0000 N Washington St.; and State Statute 19.85(1)(e)(g), 

conferring with legal counsel for the governing body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become 

involved, specifically the contract with Stout Construction for Kentucky/River Street, second by White, roll call 

vote, Lien, White, Snyder and Donaghue voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Reconvene in Open Session 

Lien moved to reconvene in open session, second by White, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

Action from Closed Session, if Any 

No action was taken. Information only. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  

Lien moved to adjourn, second by Snyder, voice vote, motion passed at 9:26 pm. 
 

Kirk Anderson, Mayor                                                                                Sarah Jensen, City Clerk 


