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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING
FEBRUARY 24,2020 7:00 PM
CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35
ST CROIX FALLS WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Arnie Carlson called a regular meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at
7:01 pm on Monday, February 24, 2020, pursuant to due notice. Roll Call: Councilpersons Kirk
Anderson, Jeff Virchow, White and Craig Lien were present. Also present: Clerk Bonita Leggitt, Public
Works Director Matt Larson, Library Director Su Leslie, Attorney Paul Mahler, the public and the press.
All joined Salute to the Flag.

Mayor Carlson expressed the City’s sympathy for the families of Kegan Koishel and McKinley Erickson.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Kirk Anderson moved to approve the minutes of the February 10, 2020 Council Meeting as amended,
second by Warren White, voice vote, motion passed.

REPORTS
Director Matt Larson presented the January 2020 Public Works Repott.
Director Su Leslie presented the Library Report.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund $31,393.66, Library Fund $5,632.87, Water $25,640.42, Sewer $5,555.48

Warren White moved to approve claims with the exception of the $10,000 MKE legal bill, second by Kirk
Anderson, roll call vote, Warren White, Kirk Anderson, Jeff Virchow and Craig Lien voted aye, passed.
Mayor Carlson noted that he believes the City Council does not have the authority to deny payment of a
claim that was approved by the Community Development Authority.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Charlene Carlson: in regards to the Zero Tolerance Policy, council members are the biggest offenders.
Rick Anderson: concerned with how much is being done in closed session. Should be recording
meetings, including closed sessions for future release.

OLD BUSINESS

Consider Adoption of Zero Tolerance Policy

Mayor Carlson: we just got the proposed policy, should table it to allow time to review.

Warren White moved to discuss the proposed policy, second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, passed.

Jeff Virchow read the proposed policy out loud.

Kirk Anderson questioned who would judge this, would need to be un-biased. Can we survey people for
their opinions of the proposed policy?

Mayor Carlson noted that the policy could make it difficult to find volunteers to serve on committees.
Warren White moved to postpone Consideration of a Zero Tolerance Policy t the next Council Meeting,
second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Award of Bid for Chipping of Brush Pile at Compost Site

We received one bid from Sylvester Custom Grinding, bid is $950 mobilization/set up fee and then $7.00
per cubic yard of material ground. Based upon the dimensions of the brush pile the est. cost is $18,400.
Watren White moved to award the bid to Sylvester Custom Grinding for $7.00 per cubic yard and $950
mobilization for a total cost not to exceed $18,400, second by Craig Lien, roll call vote, Warren White,
Craig Lien, Jeff Virchow and Kirk Anderson voted aye, motion passed.
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Consider Plan Commission Recommendation on Request to Re-Zone Property Located South of
Wilberg Blvd from R2 Residential to RD Rural Development

Warren White: normally property is planned and zoned for its highest and best use, not good planning to
“down zone”. Plan Commission agreed that farming was a good use of the land, advocate for 17.03
where by an undesignated use can be allowed after review and recommendation of the Plan Commission.
Ag is not listed under R2 Residential while it is allowed under RD Rural Development.

Warren White moved to accept the Plan Commissions consensus for ag use and to determine that 17.03
gives us the freedom to allow a use without rezoning and to recognize that ag use may not be the highest
and best use of lands fronted by improvements, Jeff Virchow seconded the motion, roll call vote, Warren
White and Jeff Virchow voted aye, Craig Lien and Kirk Anderson voted nay, tie vote, Mayor Carlson
voted nay, motion failed.

Warren White moved to rezone the property RD Rural Development as recommended by the Plan
Commission, second by Kirk Anderson, roll call vote, Warren White and Jeff Virchow voted nay, Kirk
Anderson and Craig Lien voted aye, tie vote, Mayor Carlson voted aye, motion passed.

Consider a CSM to Subdivide Parcel 281-01051-0000, 200 Tower Road into One Buildable Lot and
Two Outlots in Order to Finalize Sale of the Buildable Lot
Kirk Anderson moved to approve the CSM, second by Jeff Virchow, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Conditional Use Permit for a 4-Plex next to 200 Tower Road
Kirk Anderson moved to approve a Conditional Use Permit for a 4-Plex next to 200 Tower Road, second
by Warren White, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Listing City Owned Property 281-00229-0000 and 281-00226-0000 Located Between
Hamilton St and N Washington St

There is a sewer main located in the vicinity of these lots, should verify where the line runs before listing.
Warren White moved to list the two properties subject to verification of location of the sewer line, second
by Jeff Virchow, voice vote, motion passed.

CLOSED SESSION

Consider Entering Closed Session Pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(c) to Consider Employment,
Promotion, Compensation or Performance Evaluation of Any Public Employee Over Which the
Governmental Body has Jurisdiction or Exercises Responsibility, Specifically for the Purpose of
Considering Applications for an Interim City Administrator and Pursuant to Wisconsin State
Statute 19.85(1)(e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of
public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining
reasons require a closed session, Specifically regarding the Auditorium Building.

Mayor Carlson: object to the closed session, it is already on facebook that there is a potential developer.
Attorney Mahler: council should not negotiate terms of a contract in open session, should dlscuss
privately and then take any action in open session.

Warren White moved to enter closed session Pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(c) to Consider
Employment, Promotion, Compensation or Performance Evaluation of Any Public Employee Over Which
the Governmental Body has Jurisdiction or Exercises Responsibility, Specifically for the Purpose of
Considering Applications for an Interim City Administrator and pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute
19.85(1)(e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds,
or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a
closed session, Specifically regarding the Auditorium building, second by Kirk Anderson, roll call vote,
Warren White, Kirk Anderson, Craig Lien and Jeff Virchow voted aye, motion passed.

Kirk Anderson moved to reconvene in open session, second by Jeff Virchow, voice vote, motion passed.




February 24, 2020 page 3

Warren White moved to designate Joel West as interim Administrator for 6 months contingent upon
negotiating a contract, second by Kirk Anderson, roll call vote, Warren White, Kirk Anderson, Jeff
Virchow and Craig Lien voted aye, motion passed.

The Council directed Attorney Anders Helquist to work with Developer’s Attorney on options for the
Auditorium Building.

ADJOURNMENT
Kirk Anderson moved to adjourn, second by Warren White, voice vote, motion passed. 11:25 pm.

Arnie Carlson, Mayor Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk




