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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING
FEBRUARY 28,2022 7:00 PM IN PERSON AND VIA ZOOM
CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35, ST. CROIX FALLS WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at
7:00 pm on Monday February 28, 2022 at City Hall in person and via zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll
call: Councilpersons Craig Lien, Joe Snyder, Jeff Virchow, and Warren White were present in person.
Also present in person: Administrator Joel West, Public Works Director Matt Larson, and Deputy Clerk
Sarah Jensen. Members of the public and press were present via zoom. All joined in the salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Lien moved to approve the minutes for the Council Meeting on February 17, 2022, second by Snyder,
voice vote, motion passed.

REPORTS

Public Works Director Matt Larson presented the January Public Works Report.
Library Director Su Leslie presented the January Library Report.

Councilperson Jeff Virchow presented the Parks, Arts, and Trails Commission Report.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund: $42,576.44, Library Fund: $2,907.76, Capital Projects Fund: $4,049.25, Capital
Improvement Plan Fund: $6,390.89, Water Fund: $1,235.16, Sewer Fund: $9,406.18.

Lien moved to approve claims, second by Virchow, roll call vote, Lien, Virchow, Snyder, and White
voted aye, motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Brad Dosch complimented the Public Works Department on their prompt and efficient snow removal,
inquired about when the new speed signs will arrive, and spoke in support of the City continuing to
stream meetings via zoom.

Barbara Fossom stated that her business is located between two of the vacant buildings to be discussed
during closed session and their impact on her safety, well-being, livelihood, and home.

Jackie Hillman spoke in support of opening the Interlink Trail to City Hall in order to allow golf cart users
access to the Dalles House and Trap Rock Brewery.

Meg Luhrs also spoke in favor of continuing to stream City Council meetings over zoom.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Event Permit for Woolly Bike Club Annual Race on May 1, 2022

Virchow moved to approve the event permit for the Woolly Bike Club Annual Race on May 1, 2022,
second by Snyder, voice vote, motion passed.

Introduction of Resolution to Vacate a Portion of Missouri St and Set Public Hearing

Property owners of the land abutting the portion of Missouri Street between Block 58 and Block 64 have
requested it be vacated.

White moved to schedule a public hearing to vacate and discontinue a portion of Missouri Street on
Monday, April 25, 2022 at 6:30 pm, second by Lien, voice vote, motion passed.

Introduction of Resolution to Vacate a Public Alley and Set Public Hearing
Property owners of the land abutting the portion of the alley in block 58 and the alley in block 64 have
requested it be vacated.
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Lien moved to schedule a public hearing to vacate and discontinue a portion of the alley between lots 1, 2,
& 3 and lots 10, 11, & 12 in block 58 and the alley in block 64 on Monday, April 25, 2022 at 6:30 pm,
second by Snyder, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Ordinance Relating to Remote Attendance at Meetings

The League of Wisconsin Municipalities suggested that municipalities establish a policy regarding remote
attendance at meetings. Council reviewed and discussed a draft ordinance, citing concerns that ordinance
could be difficult to follow and enforce. Council decided to postpone a vote until a new draft could be
prepared with more general guidelines.

Consider Purchase of Stump Grinder

The Public Works Department proposed the purchase of a stump grinder due to increased maintenance of
public spaces. The City obtained a quote from Rigs 4 Less for $4,095 and Stout Buckets USA for $4,268.
Funds would come from the Capital Equipment Fund already budgeted.

Lien moved to approve the stump grinder purchase from Rigs 4 Less with extra teeth not to exceed
$4,095, second by Snyder, roll call vote, Lien, Snyder, Virchow, and White voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Approving and Accepting Public Right-of-Way CSM/Easement over Interstate Blvd
The City has been in discussion with the property owner to take over Interstate Blvd as a public street.
There are public utilities within the private street. Designating the street as pubic will allow for faster
development and costs to be assessed to adjoining properties to the North and East. Council raised
concerns regarding the street width not meeting zoning code.

White moved to approve and accept public right-of-way CSM/easement over Interstate Blvd with
condition that when development occurs, the City will extend easement width to 66 feet to meet
ordinances, second by Virchow, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Resolution Adopting the Outdoor Recreation Plan

Parks, Arts, and Trails Chair, Nicole Michaud, presented the Outdoor Recreation Plan to Council.
Lien moved to adopt the resolution to adopt the St. Croix Falls Outdoor Recreation Plan, second by
Virchow, voice vote, motion passed.

Appointments to Committees, Commissions and Boards
None.

Councilperson Jeff Virchow resigned from his position as Alderperson for District 2. Wisconsin State
Statue 946.13 states that any public officer is prohibited from having a private interest in a public
contract. Virchow is a principal member of the recently formed 210 Civic LLC, which plans to purchase
and renovate the auditorium.

Closed Session Pursuant to State Statute 19.85(e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public
properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever
competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically the property at 210 N
Washington St AND 19.85(1)(g), conferring with legal counsel for the governing body with respect to
litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved, specifically in regards to buildings at 101, 107
and 136 N Washington St

White moved to enter closed session pursuant to state statute 19.85(e) deliberating or negotiating the
purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business,
whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically the property at 210 N
Washington St AND 19.85(1)(g), conferring with legal counsel for the governing body with respect to
litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved, specifically in regards to buildings at 101, 107 and
136 N Washington St, second by Lien, roll call vote, White, Lien, and Snyder, voted aye, motion passed.

Reconvene in Open Session
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Lien moved to reconvene in open session, second by White, voice vote, motion passed.

Action from Closed Session, if Any
Lien moved to approve the purchase and sale agreement for 210 N Washington St as discussed in closed
session, second by Snyder, roll call vote, Lien, Snyder and White voted aye, motion passed.

ADJOURNMENT
Lien moved to adjourn, second by Snyder, voice vote, motion passed at 10:20 pm.

Kirk Anderson, Mayor Sarah Jensen, Deputy Clerk



