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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 

MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MARCH 11, 2019, 7:00 PM 

CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35 

ST CROIX FALLS WI 
                                                        
 

CALL TO ORDER                                         

Mayor Arnie Carlson called a regular meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:03 

pm on Monday, March 11, 2019, pursuant to due notice.  Roll Call: Councilpersons, Joy Zasadny, Chris 

Chelberg and Kirk Anderson were present.  Also present Clerk Bonita Leggitt, Police Chief Erin Murphy, Fire 

Chief Mike Dorsey, the public and the press. All joined Salute to the Flag. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Joy Zasadny moved to approve the Minutes of the February 25, 2019 Regular Council Meeting, second by 

Chris Chelberg, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

REPORTS 

Police Chief Erin Murphy presented the February 2019 Police Report.   

Fire Chief Mike Dorsey presented the February 2019 Fire Dept Report. 

Library Director Su Leslie presented the annual Library Report. 

Joy Zasadny: working with Woody McBride on Ice Age Trail City Designation  Celebration; creating a gift 

basket for the Ice Age Trail Annual Meeting Fund Raiser; working on plans to update billboard on Hwy 35. 
 

 APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 
General $41,669.23, Library $3,378.84, TIF Fund $150.00, Water $4,944.78, Sewer $8,416.01, Room Tax $59.96  

Joy Zasadny moved to approve claims, second by Chris Chelberg, roll call vote, Joy Zasadny, Chris Chelberg 

and Kirk Anderson voted aye, motion passed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Rick Anderson: with 30 days given for the Centennial Committee to come up with a proposal for the Civic 

Auditorium, what about other proposals?  I have a proposal but prefer to make it in closed session, that way 

each proposal can be reviewed privately without revealing plan to other parties who are submitting proposals. 

Nick Osborne introduced himself as the new Polk County Administrator.    
 

NEW BUSINESS                    

Consider Request for Amplified Sound/Band and Closing Off of Parking Lot at Overlook for a Wedding 

on June 22, 2019    

Holly Johnson and Aaron Michaels have reserved the Overlook for a wedding in June, they are planning on 

holding both the ceremony and the reception at the Overlook.  They are requesting authorization for amplified 

sound (live band), placement of two tents in the grassy area, closing of the parking lot, placement of two food 

trucks in the parking lot; we have contacted Indianhead Glass and Xcel Energy regarding closing off the access 

through the parking lot, neither had any objections.   

Joy Zasadny suggested holding the ceremony at the Overlook and having the reception at Gaylord Nelson Park, 

recommended conferring with the Police and Street Department on details and reference the Event Policy. 

Chris Chelberg moved to approve request for amplified sound and closing off of parking lot at the Overlook 

contingent upon conferring with the Police, Fire and Street Departments in compliance with the Event Policy, 

second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

Consider Donation Request by Friends of the Interstate Park 

The Friends of the Interstate Park have submitted a donation request to help fund a new AV System for the 

Interstate Park Visitors’ Center.   

Joy Zasadny moved to approve a donation of $750 to the Friends of the Interstate Park, second by Chris 

Chelberg, roll call vote, Joy Zasadny, Chris Chelberg and Kirk Anderson voted aye, motion passed.     
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Consider Request to Extend Lincoln St, Along with Utilities, South of Pine St 

Council directed that the request be referred to the Plan Commission. 
 

Follow Up on Permitting of “Welcome Sign” on Hwy 8    

Mayor Carlson: sign in question is a billboard on D.O.T. land, have spoken with WIDOT and they may remove 

sign, they might have allowed it if anyone had applied for permission.  City Code prohibits billboards and has a 

process for permitting of signs.   

Joy Zasadny: wasn’t aware sign needed a permit, contacted building inspector last week, sign is grandfathered-

in and considered non-conforming, maintenance is permitted on non-conforming structures.    
 

Consider Reimbursement for Fish Hatchery Signs Paid for by Carolyn Ward and Kathy Lucken from 

Park and Rec Funds   

Signs for Fish Hatchery would benefit tourism in the City. 

Chris Chelberg moved to authorize reimbursement of costs for signage for the Fish Hatchery not to exceed 

$1,000, from Park & Rec Funds, second by Joy Zasadny, roll call vote, Chris Chelberg, Joy Zasadny and Kirk 

Anderson, motion passed. 
 

Consider Reimbursing Brad Dosch for Snow Removal on Gaylord Nelson Walkway with Park and Rec 

Funds  

Brad Dosch: I am not seeking reimbursement.  Only expected to clear the snow a few times, many people 

utilize the trail and heavy snows were a problem.  Would like to see the City keep the trail open or put it out for 

bid to keep it open in winter.   
 

Discuss Snowplowing Access to Park Rosemarie 

Joy Zasadny: had gotten reports of people getting stuck in parking lot of Park Rosemarie, Matt Larson has 

contacted Polk Co and gotten permission to clear the area, the access road to the parking lot is owned by the 

County.   
 

Consider Contract Amendment Proposed by Verizon for Antennas on Tower Rd Water Tower 

Verizon has submitted a proposed amendment to their contract for antennas on the Tower Road Water Tower, 

they propose to extend the contract for an additional 5 years for a reduced annual rent.  Council discussed 

postponing consideration to allow time for a new administrator to review the proposal. 

Joy Zasadny moved to postpone consideration the proposed contract amendment to June 10th, second by Kirk 

Anderson, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

Consider Proposals for Civic Auditorium, if None “Acceptable then Possibly List for Sale 

Meg Luhrs: in an effort to save the Auditorium the new non-profit “Friends of the Civic Auditorium” will 

continue the mission to restore the building.  There will be a lot of steps to do, ask that the City Council work 

with the Friends’ Group in this process.  The Friends’ want to make a proposal for the Auditorium but there are 

certain steps required to be completed before a formal proposal can be made. 

Kirk Anderson: regardless of what proposals may come in, I believe it would be best for the Friends’ 

Organization to step in and preserved the Auditorium.  We have an obligation to all the volunteers and donating 

parties to the project.   

Chris Chelberg: would like to see a memorandum of understanding with the Friend’s Organization covering the 

historic value of the building and taxable status, should give the Mayor room to work with the Friends.   

Mayor Carlson: there are forms to be filled to protect the historic aspects of the building prior to selling. 

Warren White filed the original application for Historic Designation and may be able to provide a list of those 

items that are to be preserved.   

Kirk Anderson moved to authorize Mayor Carlson to work with the Friends of the Civic Auditorium to discuss 

necessary items needed to prepare a proposal for Sale of the Auditorium to the Friends Organization, second by 

Chris Chelberg, voice vote, motion passed. 

 

Consider Appointments to Committees, Commissions and Boards 

None. 
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CLOSED SESSION 

Consider Closed Session Pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(c) to Consider Employment, Promotion, 

Compensation or Performance Evaluation of Any Public Employee Over Which the Governmental Body has 

Jurisdiction or Exercises Responsibility, Specifically for the Purpose of Reviewing Applications for the Position 

of City Administrator 

Chris Chelberg moved to enter Closed Session Pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(c) to Consider Employment, 

Promotion, Compensation or Performance Evaluation of Any Public Employee Over Which the Governmental 

Body has Jurisdiction or Exercises Responsibility, Specifically for the Purpose of Reviewing Applications for 

the Position of City Administrator, second by Joy Zasadny, roll call vote, Chris Chelberg, Joy Zasadny and Kirk 

Anderson voted aye, motion passed. 

Chris Chelberg moved to reconvene in open session, second by Joy Zasadny, voice vote, motion passed. 

Joy Zasadny moved to approve an Employment Contract for an Administrator, second by Kirk Anderson, roll 

call vote, Joy Zasadny, Kirk Anderson and Chris Chelberg voted aye, motion passed. 

The new Administrator will start work here on May 13th, 2019, their name will be released once they have 

submitted their resignation at their current place of employment.   
 

ADJOURNMENT  

Kirk Anderson moved to adjourn, second by Joy Zasadny, voice vote, motion passed.  10:00 pm. 
 

Arnie Carlson, Mayor                                                                                Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk 


