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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting
March 13, 2023 7:00 PM In Person and via Zoom
City Hall, 710 HWY 35, St. Croix Falls, WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm
on Monday, March 13, 2023 at City Hall in person and via zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call: Councilpersons
Warren White, Craig Lien, Joe Snyder and Shannon Donaghue were present in person.

Also present in person: Administrator Joel West and Clerk Sarah Jensen. Members of the public were present.

All joined in the salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Lien moved to approve the minutes for the Council Meeting of February 27, 2023, second by Donaghue, voice vote,
motion passed.

REPORTS

Police Chief Murphy presented the February Police Report via phone. There were two stolen vehicles, and two sex
offenders were taken into custody. The vehicle replacement plan is on schedule. The Taurus needs to be auctioned
and the new Charger will be on the road in June 2023.

Council reviewed the February Fire Department Report and noted that out of 20 calls, 11 were for EMS calls.

Administrator West presented an Administration Report. 136 N Washington is scheduled for demolition starting
Monday, March 20. The local arts group has applied for a $6,000 grant to promote local art and were chosen to
advance into the second round of their selection process. An architect is completing an evaluation of the buildings at
101 and 107 N Washington. There will be a report on this at the next Council meeting.

Building Permit Report showed four permits for 2023 so far. This included two electrical permits, one for alterations
and a sign permit.

Councilperson White reported that the PAT Commission will meet on Wednesday, March 15.
Councilperson Lien reported that the Cemetery Board will meet April 20™.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund: $46,915.79, Library Fund: $2,523.29, Capital Projects Funds: $5,794.75, Water Fund: $16,041.79,
Sewer Fund: $18,332.24, Room Tax Committee: $700.00, Civic Auditorium Fund: $403.89.

Lien moved to approve claims, second by Snyder, roll call vote, Lien, Snyder, White and Donaghue voted aye,
motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Rhonda Kingery: wants to see the dock permit program continue and asked council members listen to residents

Jerry Kingery: supports the continuation of the dock permit program

Lee Uhrhammer: believes the dock permit program should continue, does not impact wetlands and generates money
for the City

Councilpersons Lien and Donaghue received a phone call from a resident who has hiked the area for years and
noticed over time there has been trash, mulch, etc building up and intimidation tactics to keep people away.
Councilperson White received a call in support of ending the dock permit program and a call from a resident wanting
to discuss restrooms at the Overlook.

Consider Resolution 23-4 Discontinuing Dock Permit Program

The city has been granting licenses to individuals to construct a public dock adjacent to the public property
since the early 1990’s. The process was formalized in 2005 with the adoption of Resolution 05-09. Seven dock
locations were established abutting the St. Croix River along the undeveloped right-of-way at Wisconsin,
Virginia, Pennsylvania, Minnesota and Franklin Streets. Docks were required to meet DNR requirements. Since
2005, the number of docks has been reduced to four. The intention of the licenses was to increase access to the
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river. However, in practice, the docks were perceived to be private and do not benefit the public. In addition,
governments are not allowed to provide services that compete with private businesses. This program competes
with the nearby marina. Another complication is added with the confirmation that the area surrounding
locations 5, 6 and 7 is delineated as a wetland, based on information gathered from the city’s North Hamilton
Street planning. Donaghue commented that it does not generate significant funds (approximately
$600/dock/year) for the city, two docks are on wetlands and one is in a storm water path. Lien stated the
program allows four citizens usage in a private capacity and competes with the marina. Snyder suggested the
possibility of running the docks more like a short-term campground to allow more residents access. White
raised the possibility of using mooring balls. Mayor Anderson questioned if the city wants to be in the dock
business, the impact on wetlands, and the program competing with the marina. Upcoming stormwater
improvement projects will impact the area as well. He stated the city already has an area at the Lions Park for
residents to access the river.

Lien moved to approve Resolution 23-4 discontinuing the City’s dock permit program, second by Donaghue,
voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Thompson Parkway Reconstruction Design and Grant Application

Thompson Parkway is in poor condition and needs reconstruction. Improvements include reclaiming the
existing pavement and repaving, replacing curb and gutter and valley gutter to improve drainage, installing
additional storm sewer infrastructure to capture the drainage, providing ADA-compliant design for handicap
parking stalls and crosswalks and re-striping parking stalls. The cost of the project is estimated to be
approximately $300,000 and the City will be applying for a BIL Grant from the WI Department of
Transportation in March 2023, which could cover up to 80% of the cost. A close review of Pocket Park will also
be completed.

White moved to authorize the administrator to apply for the BIL Grant, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all
voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Proposal for Work on 107 North Washington Street

The wall at the Southwest corner of 107 N Washington needs repair. Administrator West received two
proposals, each with a different approach. Epic Masonry and Restoration proposed $12,650 to restore the stone
wall and reset the loose brick. Advanced Masonry Restoration proposed cutting out the damaged wall and
building a new wall with a cost of $158,584.

White moved to authorize the administrator to continue to explore both poured wall and stone wall repairs with
advice from a structural engineer, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, White, Donaghue, Lien and Snyder voted
aye, motion passed.

Consider Declaring Items in 101, 107 and 136 North Washington Street Surplus Property

Numerous items remain from the previous owner of 101, 107 and 136 N Washington. Administrator West
proposed the disposition of the items in 3 parts: items the city can use will be retained, unusable items and items
of no value will be removed and disposed and any remaining items will be considered surplus property to be
donated or sold. West also proposed that volunteers from the local arts community be allowed to sell these
items on behalf of the city and the funds used to offset costs on the downtown mural project. The City will
supervise this process.

White moved to declare items in 101, 107 and 136 as surplus property per items 1, 2, and 3 discussed in memo,
second by Lien, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Contract with SEH for Traffic Analysis Services for Hospital Expansion and Surrounding
Areas

The City received a proposal from SEH for traffic analysis of the hospital expansion and surrounding areas. The
total cost is $24,000 and the city and hospital would split the cost equally with $12,000 each. Funds would be
paid from the Capital Improvement Fund.

Lien moved to enter the contract with SEH for traffic impact analysis requiring approval from St. Croix Health
for a total of $12,000, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder and White voted aye,
motion passed.
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ADJOURNMENT
Lien moved to adjourn, second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed at 8:50 pm.

Kirk Anderson, Mayor Sarah Jensen, City Clerk



