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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MARCH 25, 2019, 7:00 PM 
CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35 

ST CROIX FALLS WI 
                                                        

CALL TO ORDER                                         
Mayor Arnie Carlson called a meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm on 
Monday, March 25, 2019, pursuant to due notice.  Roll Call: Councilpersons Kirk Anderson, Joy Zasadny and 
Chris Chelberg were present.  Also present Clerk Bonita Leggitt, Public Works Director Matt Larson, the public 
and the press. All joined Salute to the Flag. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Joy Zasadny moved to approve the Minutes of the March 11, 2019 Council Meeting, second by Chris Chelberg, 
voice vote, motion passed. 
 

REPORTS 
Public Works Director Matt Larson presented the February 2019 Public Works Report. 
Joy Zasadny: received 11 emails, 8 phone calls, 3 stops by and attended 6 meetings since the last Council 
Meeting, will be contacting residents to follow up on my campaign calls.   
 

 APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 
General Fund $30,852.55, Library Fund $3,875.96, Debt Service $22,892.76, Water $2,791.74, Sewer $6,148.08  
Joy Zasadny moved to approve claims, second by Kirk Anderson, roll call vote, Joy Zasadny, Kirk Anderson 
and Chris Chelberg voted aye, motion passed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Chad Amundson: the City rents space on water towers to cell companies but the revenue goes to the general 
fund, not the water department, funds should go to the water department so can be used to make repairs. 
Josh Klocker: Airbnbs are rated and reviewed by renters and owners, they provide an alternative to people 
coming to our town, property owners also use and maintain the property. 
Bill Maassen: Frank Dusenka owns 1035 N Hamilton St, he is a great family man and owns a marina in MN, he 
is a great community asset.   
Pat McKeown, the owners of the 10 homes in the Rockpile own the common area and improvements, its 
different than being on a public street, we are concerned with having strangers coming into the private 
development.  There is not a lot of room for parking, each home as about 2 spots and we share the few in the 
common area, common area spot are used by all of our guests.  Another concern is the sewer system, owners 
take more care in what is put down a sewer than renters will, request that CUP be denied.    
Kirk Anderson moved to extend time for Public Comments by 10 minutes, second by Chris Chelberg, voice 
vote, passed. 
Frank Dusenka: we are looking at renting home 5 to 15 times a year and use ourselves the rest of the time, it 
will cost $4,000 to $5,000 a week to rent the home, renters would be screened.  Would bring good people to the 
community, plus additional room taxes.  We want to be good neighbors.   
Steve Balej: I own two homes in the Rockpile, second one is for my family and guests, no renters. 
Terri McKeown: we are nervous and scared about what is being proposed, we do have an association, even 
though it is not formalized.   
Ben Steva: we do a lot to draw people here and its important, why wouldn’t you want to do this, can guarantee 
the owner can do this right.  
 

NEW BUSINESS                 
Consider Request for Temporary Signage/Banners for the SCF Lions Club Fundraiser Dinner     
The Lions Club is requesting authorization to put up two banners, one on railing at Overlook and one on front 
of the Senior Center, and some small signs around town tor their Fundraiser Dinner on April 27th. 
Chris Chelberg moved to approve 2 banners and some small signs for the Lions Club Fundraiser, second by Joy 
Zasadny, voice vote, motion passed.     



 
 
 

March 25, 2019                                                                                                                                                      page 2                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

Consider a Resolution Appointing Members to the Community Development Authority   
For the purpose of re-establishing the CDA for possible TIF expenditures for the Civic Auditorium project. 
Kirk Anderson: uncomfortable with appointments not knowing where these people stand on the project, will 
agree with reservations to move things along. 
Joy Zasadny moved to adopt Resolution #19-2, appointing Arnie Carlson and Chris Chelberg as Council 
Members and appointing Ken Coutier, Warren White, Kathy Danielson, Brad Foss and Janelle Brant at large for 
2 year terms, second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

Consider a Resolution to Cancel the Cooperative Agreement Between the City and the Community 
Development Authority Dated February 23, 2015 
On advise of City Attorney we should not rescind the agreement. 
Joy Zasadny moved to remove Consider Resolution to Cancel Agreement from the agenda, second by Chris 
Chelberg, voice vote, motion passed.   
 

Consider Plan Commission Recommendation to Deny a Conditional Use Permit for Short-term Rental at 
1035 N Hamilton Street 
The Plan Commission held a Public Hearing for a CUP for Short-term Rental at 1035 N Hamilton St on March 
18th and has recommended denial of the Conditional Use Permit. 
Director of Public Works Matt Larson: the septic system in the Rockpile was installed in the 1960s, it is a 
private system up to the point where it connects to the lift station, the services are shallow due to the topography 
of the area.  They have a unique water system that constantly circulates water to prevent freezing.  
Mayor Carlson: the access drive to the Rockpile is owned and maintained by the Rockpile Association. 
Chris Chelberg: personal property rights are important, people do a variety of things with their properties.  Let 
the landowners in the Rockpile discuss it more before a decision is made. 
Joy Zasadny: the Rockpile is an unusual and unique property in the City, was developed before restrictions were 
in place along the river.  Main concern is common area, there no public access to the property, access would 
need approval of the Association, not the City’s authority.   
Kirk Anderson: have been in the Rockpile on medical calls, hard to located/identify individual addresses.  Each 
homeowner in the Rockpile has a say in what happens there, could there be a trial period?  Would the 
Association be open to discussing it? 
Joy Zasadny moved to deny a CUP for short-term rental based upon Plan Commission recommendation noting 
that if the Homeowners’ Association agreed that it could come back again.  Motion died due to lack of a second. 
Chris Chelberg moved to table Consideration of a CUP for Short-term Rental at 1035 N Hamilton St to the 
April 29 Council Meeting to allow time for Rockpile residents to work together, second by Joy Zasadny, voice 
vote, motion passed. 
 

Update on PSCW Water Rate Increase Application 
A Public Hearing was held on March 13th on the City’s application for a water rate increase.  The City had 
applied for a 39% increase.  The purpose of which was to cover shortfalls in operating costs and new debt that 
was issued for the infrastructure improvements put in when Vincent St and Maple Dr were reconstructed.  The 
Public Services Commission of Wisconsin has reviewed the application, the financial status of the Water 
Utility, the need for a new well and future maintenance and has issued their determination for a 68% overall 
increase in water rates.        
 

Consider Purchase of GIS Function Capability Upgrades for Public Works 
The City used a $30,000 grant to start GIS mapping of City infrastructure. The program aps currently show the 
City’s water, sewer and fire hydrants.  We could add traffic map, curbs and painting, signs and road ratings for 
$2250.00.  Traffic maps would assist the Police Dept and we have to submit road ratings to the DOT.  
Joy Zasadny moved to approve purchase of GIS Functions for a cost not to exceed $2,500, second by Chris 
Chelberg, roll call vote, Joy Zasadny, Chris Chelberg and Kirk Anderson voted aye, motion passed. 
 
Consider Purchasing 2 New Submersible Pumps and Bases for Hamilton St Lift Station 
The 1990 pump for the Hamilton St lift station has failed, the cost to rebuild the pump is $6,617, a new pump 
costs $7,292, the second pump is a 2004 model and would cost $4,066 to rebuild, they would still be old pumps. 
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The bases that the pumps sit on are also deteriorated. The purchase cost would be covered by the WWTP 
Replacement Fund. 
Chris Chelberg moved to approve $14,584 for the purchase of two new pumps and $1,776 for two new bases, 
second by Joy Zasadny, roll call vote, Chris Chelberg, Joy Zasadny and Kirk Anderson voted aye, passed. 
 

Consider Quotes for Replacement of HAVC Systems at City Hall 
City Hall has 3 furnaces, the one in attic has failed and is no longer usable, additionally the furnace models in 
City Hall are no longer made and replacement parts are not available. We have a quote for replacing each 
furnace from Comfort Systems, $9,160 and $10,748 for units in basement and $13,381 for unit in attic.   
It was suggested that the City refer the matter to the Board of Public Works and hold off pending making of a 
plan for the heating system, roof and remodel. 
Joy Zasadny moved to refer the matter to the Board of Public Works, second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, 
motion passed. 
 

Consider Bidding Out Repair of River Spirit Sculpture at Overlook 
The River Spirit Sculpture is in need of maintenance, rocks on the base have fallen off.  Costs for repair could 
be covered by Park & Rec Funds.  There are also safety concerns about kids climbing the sculpture.  Perhaps a 
sign could be erected to discourage climbing. 
Warren White: original intent was that kids could climb the base, the rocks can be reattached to the base.   
Chris Chelberg will seek bids for repair of the base. 
Joy Zasadny moved to send the matter to the Board of Public Works, second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, 
motion passed. 
 

Consider Resolution Authorizing Mayor and Clerk to Sign Closing Documents for the Sale of Three City 
Owned Lots on N Hamilton St 
The City has received a full price offer to purchase the 3 lots on N Hamilton St. 
Kirk Anderson moved to adopt Resolution #19-3, Authorizing the Mayor and the Clerk to sign the closing 
documents, second by Chris Chelberg, roll call vote, Kirk Anderson, Chris Chelberg and Joy Zasadny voted 
aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Resolution Authorizing Mayor and Clerk to Sign Closing Documents for the Sale of Five City 
Owned Lots on Kentucky St 
The City has an accepted offer to sell the lots on Kentucky St, waiting on answers regarding the old sewer main 
and completion of a survey map prior to closing, will need authorization for the closing. 
Joy Zasadny moved to adopt Resolution #19-4, Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to sign the closing documents, 
second by Chris Chelberg, roll call vote, Joy Zasadny, Chris Chelberg and Kirk Anderson voted aye, passed. 
 
Appointments to Committees, Commissions and Boards:   None  
 
CLOSED SESSION 
Consider Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1)(e) Deliberating or Negotiating the 
purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, 
whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, Specifically for the purpose of selling the 
Civic Auditorium.   
Chris Chelberg moved to enter closed session Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1)(e) Deliberating or 
Negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified 
public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, Specifically for the 
purpose of selling the Civic Auditorium, second by Joy Zasadny, roll call vote, Chris Chelberg, Joy Zasadny 
and Kirk Anderson voted aye, motion passed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Joy Zasadny moved to adjourn, second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed.  11:40 pm. 
 
Arnie Carlson, Mayor                                                                                Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk 
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