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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 29, 2021 7:00 PM VIA ZOOM
CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35, ST CROIX FALLS WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at
7:00 pm on Monday, March 29, 2021, pursuant to due notice via Zoom. Roll Call: Councilpersons Jeff
Virchow, Warren White, Craig Lien and Joe Snyder were present. Also present: Clerk Bonita Leggitt,
Administrator Joel West, Public Works Director Matt Larson, Library Director Su Leslie, the public and
the press. All joined Salute to the Flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Craig Lien moved to approve the minutes of the March 8, 2021 Council Meeting, second by Joe Snyder,
voice vote, motion passed.

REPORTS

PW Director Matt Larson presented the February Public Works Report.
Library Director Su Leslie presented the February Library Report.

Park Arts and Trails Commission report by Jeff Virchow.

2021 year to date Building Permits report.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund $37,440.59, Library Fund $7,315.03, Debt Service Fund $18,041.81, TIF District $1,207.50,
Capital Projects Fund $12,359.26, Water $37,773.37, Sewer $12,178.66

Warren White moved to approve claims, second by Jeff Virchow, roll call vote, Warren White, Jeff
Virchow, Craig Lien and Joe Snyder voted aye, motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Request for Temporary Signs for Earth Da Events by NPS

The NPS is asking authorization to place two small temporary signs in the Gaylord Nelson Park for the
month of April promoting an Earth Day photo scavenger hunt event.

Craig Lien moved to approve request for 2 temporary sign in Gaylord Nelson Park for the month of April,
second by Jeff Virchow, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Woolly Bike Club Annual Race — May 2, 2021

The Woolly Bike Club’s annual race will be held May 2, 2021 and be centered at the SCF High School
parking lot and utilize the bike trails, participation is being limited due to the pandemic.

Warren White moved to approve the Event, second by Joe Snyder, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Request to Place Ribbons on Overlook for Sexual Assault Awareness Month: CRA

The CRA has requested permission to place ribbons and information on the posts in Overlook Park to
promote awareness during April for Sexual Assault Awareness month.

Craig Lien moved to approve request for temporary ribbons for the month of April at the Overlook Park,
second by Joe Snyder, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Updates and Action on Summer 2021 Events — Woody McBride
Planning for 60 plus events in 2021, some of which are National Days and will be “self-guided”.
Request that Washington St be closed between Maryland St and Louisiana St July 16 — July 18 for
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Wannigan Days and traffic control for parade route to use Hwy 8 for crossing to Taylors Falls. Request
$6,000.00 for the Wannigan Days fireworks, fund raising is more difficult this year due to Covid.
Warren White moved to approve events and closing of street as requested with the exception of the
$6,000.00, second by Craig Lien, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Purchase Replacement of Zero Turn Mower

It is in the Equipment Plan to replace the mower this year, have quotes from two vendors. Jeff’s Small
Engine quoted a EXMark for $6,999 and Small Engine Sales quoted a Scag for $6,900.00, both quotes
were based upon trading in the current mower.

Joe Snyder moved to replace the mower with the Scag mower, second by Warren White, roll call vote,
Joe Snyder, Warren White, Jeff Virchow and Craig Lien voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Purchase of a Boom Lift

The City has been without a boom for a few years, we were renting one from Boss Equipment, however
Boss no longer has a lift for rent. Ziegler Cat has a Genie S60 lift for sale for $14,982.50.

Craig Lien moved to purchase the Genie S60 lift, second by Joe Snyder, roll call vote, Craig Lien, Joe
Snyder, Jeff Virchow and Warren White voted aye, motion passed.

Consider an Ordinance Re-Zoning PID 281-01394-0300 as B2 Highway Commercial

St Croix Valley Trucking School has requested zoning of 281-01394-0300 along Wilberg Blvd as B2
Highway Commercial for a truck driving school. The Plan Commission held a Public Hearing on the
zoning request and recommended zoning as B2 Highway Commercial to the City Council and
recommended that the adjoining lot along south side remain un-zoned. Warren White has been working
on the site plan and will be recusing himself.

Craig Lien moved to approve the Ordinance rezoning 281-01394-0300 as B2 Highway Commercial,
second by Jeff Virchow, voice vote, motion passed, Warren White abstained.

Consider Termination of Cell Tower Lease Agreement with Verizon (903 Pine Street)

Verizon proposes to terminate its lease when equipment is removed from the water tower so the tower and
be painted, in exchange for allowing early termination they will make payment of $14,300 to close the
lease and pay the inspection costs for removal of the equipment.

Warren White moved to accept the termination offer of Verizon, second by Jeff Virchow, voice vote,
motion passed.

Consider Appointments to Committees, Commissions and Boards (Tourism Commission)
The City is in need of a new member for the Plan Commission, please submit suggestions to the Mayor.

Consider Restricting Access to Public Property North of W Kentucky St for Public Improvement
The City owned lot on the north side of W Kentucky St is going to be used as a staging area for the River
St project, consequently it is recommended that public access be restricted.

Craig Lien moved to restrict access to the City owned lot on north side of W Kentucky St, second by
Warren White, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Action on Blighted and/or Nuisance Buildings 101, 107 and 136 N Washington

136 N Washington St: it has been determined that the cost to repair is unreasonable per State guidelines.
The property owner is being ordered to remove the blocks and vehicles from the back side of the property
and to raze the building.

101 N Washington St: it has been determined that the cost of repair is unreasonable, however the
building has the potential to be an asset to the community, therefore it is ordered that the property be
made safe and that items on second floor be removed, the City reserves the right to order razing of the
building if repairs are not made.
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107 N Washington St: determine that cost of repair is unreasonable, however the building has the
potential to be an asset to the community, therefore the owner is granted the opportunity to repair the
building and make it safe and items removed, the City reserves the right to order razing.

If approved, notices of the determinations will be published and served on the property owner.

Jeff Virchow moved to authorize issuance of the Orders for 101, 107 and 136 N Washington St, second
by Joe Snyder, voice vote, motion passed.

Craig Lien moved to authorize staff to follow up if the property owner doesn’t comply, second by Joe
Snyder, voice vote, motion passed.

Ordinance Updates
Moved to next meeting.

CLOSED SESSION

Closed Session Pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e), Deliberating or Negotiating the Purchasing of
Public Properties, the Investing of Public Funds, or Conducting other Specified Public Business,
Whenever Competitive or Bargaining Reasons Require a Closed Session, Specifically for the
Purpose of the Sale of the Civic Auditorium

Craig Lien moved to enter closed session, second by Jeff Virchow, roll call vote: Craig Lien, Jeff
Virchow, Joe Snyder and Warren White voted aye, motion passed.

Reconvene in Open Session
Craig Lien moved to reconvene in open session, second by Joe Snyder, voice vote, motion passed.

Action from Closed Session if Any
Jeff Virchow moved to approve agreement amendment language as discussed in closed session, second by
Craig Lien, voice vote, motion passed.

ADJOURNMENT
Craig Lien moved to adjourn, second by Jeff Virchow, voice vote, motion passed. 10:05 pm.

Kirk Anderson, Mayor Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk



