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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 

MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MARCH 8, 2021     7:00 PM VIA ZOOM 

CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35, ST CROIX FALLS WI 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER                                         

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at 

7:00 pm on Monday, March 8, 2021 via Zoom, pursuant to due notice.  Roll Call: Councilpersons Jeff 

Virchow, Warren White, Craig Lien and Joe Snyder were present.  Also present: Clerk Bonita Leggitt, 

Administrator Joel West, Assist Fire Chief Joe Stage, Police Chief Erin Murphy, Officer Jared Cockroft,  

the public and the press. All joined in the Salute to the Flag. 
 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Warren White moved to approve the minutes of the February 22, 2021 Council Meeting as amended, 

second by Jeff Virchow, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

 

REPORTS 

Mayor Kirk Anderson announced that Officer Jared Cockroft was retiring after 14 years with the City.   

Emily Ford completed a winter hike of the Ice Age Trail here on March 6, 2021.  

Police Chief Erin Murphy presented the February Police Report. 

Assist Fire Chief Joe Stage presented the February Fire Department Reports. 
 

 APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 
General Fund $35,467.72, Library Fund $775.35, Capital Projects Fund $3,575.00, Water Fund $11,283.13, 

Sewer Fund $9,700.60  

Craig Lien moved to approve claims, second by Jeff Virchow, roll call vote, Craig Lien, Jeff Virchow, 

Warren White and Joe Snyder voted aye, motion passed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Leif Bjornson: proud that the Mayor and Community members were there to meet Emily Ford as she 

finished her hike of the Ice Age Trail. 

Warren White noted that a resident requested that the City look at alternative fuel vehicles. 

Joel West shared written comments by Rick Anderson in regards to political signs on the face of one of 

his buildings downtown, noting that they were placed there by Ken Coutier and are a matter of free 

speech and permitted under City Codes.    
      
NEW BUSINESS                    

Consider Addendum to Contract with CBS Squared for Engineering Services on the 

River/Kentucky Street Project  

Addendum covers additional costs for topographical work and other work requested by the City. 

Jeff Virchow moved to approve the Addendum, second by Craig Lien, roll call vote, Jeff Virchow, Craig 

Lien, Joe Snyder and Warren White voted aye, passed.      
 

Consider Vacant Building Registration Ordinance  

Proposed code would require registration of vacant buildings, establish maintenance standards, 

inspections and related fee and set criteria for determining when a building is vacant.  Council questioned 

if buildings listed for sale would fit the criteria, and questioned what would be considered a “reasonable 

time”.  Proposed code will go back to attorney for review and editing and come back to a future meeting.      
 

Consider Action Blighted and/or Nuisance Buildings at 101,107 and 136 N Washington St 

The Inspection Reports have been completed, Administrator Joel West will be meeting with the building 

owner to review the reports and recommendations.   
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Ordinance Updates 

Work is continuing on a sound and noise ordinance.    
  
Consider Returning to In-Person Meetings 
Council discussed returning to in-person meetings beginning in April, attendance would be limited to 

about 10 people, including officials and staff and those who have something on the agenda.  We will need 

to conduct a test of recording and broadcasting equipment and establish protocols for a hybrid style of in-

person meetings prior to that.      

 

Consider Setting Date for Second Council Meeting in May as the Regular Date Falls on Memorial 

Day 

Warren White moved to schedule the second meeting in May for May 24, 2021, second by Jeff Virchow, 

voice vote, motion passed.   

 

CLOSED SESSION 

Consider Entering Closed Session Pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e ), Deliberating or negotiating 

the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified 

public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically 

for the purpose of considering purchasing offer for City owned River Front Lots and Pre-Closing 

Agreement on the Civic Auditorium, and State Statute 19.85(1)(c) to Consider Employment, 

Promotion, Compensation or Performance Evaluation of Any Public Employee Over which the 

Governmental Body has Jurisdiction or Exercises Responsibility 

Craig Lien moved to convene in Closed Session as noticed, second by Warren White, roll call vote, Craig 

Lien, Warren White, Joe Snyder and Jeff Virchow voted aye, motion passed. 

 

Reconvene in Open Session 

Craig Lien moved to reconvene in open session, second by Jeff Virchow, voice vote, motion passed.  

 

Action from Closed Session if Any 

No actions taken.    
 

ADJOURNMENT  

Craig Lien moved to adjourn, second by Warren White, voice vote, motion passed.  10:30  pm. 
 
 

Kirk Anderson, Mayor                                                                                Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk 


