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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING
MARCH 9, 2020 7:00 PM
CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35
ST CROIX FALLS WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Arnie Carlson called a regular meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at
7:00 pm on Monday, March 9, 2020, pursuant to due notice. Roll Call: Councilpersons Kirk Anderson,
Jeff Virchow, Warren White and Craig Lien were present. Also present: Clerk Bonita Leggitt, Interim
Administrator Joel West, Police Chief Erin Murphy, Attorney Paul Mahler, the public and the press. All
joined Salute to the Flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Warren White moved to approve the minutes of the February 24, 2020 Council Meeting, second by Jeff
Virchow, voice vote, motion passed.

REPORTS

Police Chef Erin Murphy presented the January 2020 Police Report. The School approached the Police
Department a School Resource Officer, with the opening of the COPs Grant Program for resource officers
it was determined to apply, if awarded the grant would cover $125,000 of the cost of the position over a
three-year period.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS
General Fund $982,323.28, Library Fund $4,824.53, Capital Projects Fund $10,000.00, Water $16,758.60,
Sewer $8,188.55

Kirk Anderson moved to approve claims including the $10,000 MKE legal bill, second by Jeff Virchow,
roll call vote, Kirk Anderson, Jeff Virchow, Warren White and Craig Lien voted aye, motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Kathy Danielson spoke in opposition to the Zero Tolerance Policy, citing freedom of speech concerns.
Leif Bjornson expressed his admiration for the teachers and coaches at the memorial for the two students
whom lost theirs lives. Spoke in support of extending the TIF one year for affordable housing.

OLD BUSINESS

Consider Approval of Amended Survey Map of 200 Tower Road

When setting irons the surveyor realized there was a pole with a city siren on the property, he adjusted the
proposed dividing line to keep the pole within the city’s portion of the property.

Warren White moved to approve the amended survey map for the property at 200 Tower Rd, second by
Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider a Resolution Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to Sign Closing Documents for the Sale of
Newly Created Lot by 200 Tower Road

Warren White moved to Approve Resolution #20-02, authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to sign closing
documents for the sale of the newly created lot by 200 Tower Rd, second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote,
motion passed.

Consider Zero Tolerance Policy
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Council discussed pros and cons of a code of conduct policy and concerns with freedom of speech.
Suggested that Council adopt the policy in principal of it and keep working on language

Kirk Anderson moved to Consider the Zero Tolerance Policy with the removal of language starting with
the line “I understand” through the end of the paragraph, second by Jeff Virchow, roll call vote, Kirk
Anderson, Jeff Virchow, Warren White and Craig Lien voted aye, motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Authorizing Acquisition of Additional Squad Car for a K9 Unit

Chief Erin Murphy: we have raised 75% of the funds needed for a K9 Unit. The trainer has agreed to
waive the training fee, a savings of about $6,000. We will continue to fund raise through the service
years for the dog. We are in need a vehicle for the K9 Unit.

Warren White moved to authorize Police Chief Murphy to seek an additional squad car, second by Kirk
Anderson, roll call vote, Warren White, Kirk Anderson, Jeff Virchow and Craig Lien voted aye, passed.

Consider Authorizing Submission of an Application for a COPs Grant for the Purpose of a Liaison
Officer to be Shared with the School District

Chief Murphy has submitted an application for a COPs Grant for a school resource officer, this position
would work with the school during the school year and with the city for the summer, costs to be shared
proportionately between the school and the city. The grant would cover a portion of the cost over 3 years,
after which we would be required to fund the position.

Kirk Anderson moved to authorize the grant application, second by Jeff Virchow, voice vote, passed.

Overview of Events Planned for 2020: Woody McBride
Woody McBride was unable to make the meeting.

Consider a Resolution to Terminate TID #1 or to Extend for One Year for Affordable Housing
Kirk Anderson moved to consider terminating or extending TIF District #1, second by Warren White.
Kirk Anderson retracted his motion.

The TIF District could be extended one year for affordable housing, would have no impact on TIF funds
already on hand. It would mean that residents would not see the benefit of property tax reductions and
that there would be another very tight budget year for the city.

Warren White moved to extend the TIF District one year for affordable housing, second by Jeff Virchow,
roll call vote: Warren White and Jeff Virchow voted aye, Kirk Anderson and Craig Lien voted nay, tie
vote, Mayor Carlson voted nay, motion failed.

Kirk Anderson moved to adopt Resolution 20-3, terminating TID #1, second by Craig Lien, roll call vote,
Kirk Anderson, Craig Lien and Warren White voted aye, Jeff Virchow voted nay, motion passed.

Consider Removal of Parcel 281-00186-0000 from Sales Listing (may not be owned by City)

The small lot identified as 281-00186-0000 is listed in the City’s name, a title search was done and last
recorded deed was in a different party’s name, the search could not confirm the City’s ownership.

The City could issue a quit claim deed to Mr. Dosch, surrendering any interest the City may have had in
the lot, it would then be up to Mr. Dosch to assume any risk.

Warren White moved to cancel the sales listing and offer to purchase and authorized the Mayor and Clerk
to sign the documents, second by Jeff Virchow, voice vote, passed.

Warren White moved to issue a quit claim deed and sell the lot to Mr. Dosch for $1,000, with the City to
absorb the quit claim costs, second by Kirk Anderson, roll call vote, Warren White, Kirk Anderson, Jeff
Virchow and Craig Lien voted aye, motion passed.



March 9, 2020 page 3

CLOSED SESSION

Consider Entering Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1)(e) Deliberating or
negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other
specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session,
Specifically for the purpose of determining a sales listing price for City owned lots 281-00229-0000
and 281-00226-0000 located between Hamilton St and N Washington St. and to consider Purchase
Offers for said City Owned Properties and for the Auditorium

Kirk Anderson moved to enter closed session, second by Jeff Virchow, roll call vote, Kirk Anderson, Jeff
Virchow, Craig Lien and Warren White voted aye, motion passed.

Warren White moved to reconvene in open session, second by Jeff Virchow, voice vote, motion passed.

Kirk Anderson moved to approve Offer to Purchase the Civic Auditorium and adjacent Lot dated March
6, 2020 with addendums and to authorize the mayor and clerk to sign the purchase offer, second by Jeff
Virchow, roll call vote, Kirk Anderson, Jeff Virchow, Warren White and Craig Lien voted aye, motion
passed.

ADJOURNMENT
Kirk Anderson moved to adjourn, second by Craig Lien, voice vote, motion passed. 10:40
pm.

Arnie Carlson, Mayor Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk
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