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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

April 10, 2023    7:00 PM    In Person and via Zoom 
City Hall, 710 HWY 35, St. Croix Falls, WI 

 

CALL TO ORDER                                         

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm 

on Monday, April 10, 2023 at City Hall in person and via zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call: Councilpersons 

Warren White, Craig Lien, Joe Snyder and Shannon Donaghue were present in person.  

Also present in person: Administrator Joel West and Clerk Sarah Jensen. Members of the public were present.  

Mayor Anderson shared his condolences for two police officers who were shot in the line of duty in Barron County. 

All joined in the salute to the flag. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Lien moved to approve the minutes for the Council Meeting of March 27, 2023, second by Donaghue, voice vote, 

motion passed. 
 

REPORTS 

Council reviewed the March Police Report. While investigating a domestic case, officers noted indications of animal 

cruelty at a residence. Charges are pending. Two sexual assault cases, thefts, drug cases and frauds resulted in 

significant investigative time. 
 

Council reviewed the March Fire Department Report and noted that March was a busy month with many first 

responder calls. There were also several mutual aide calls for nearby fires.  
 

Administrator West presented an Administration Report. He and Public Works Director Matt Larson met with Xcel 

Energy regarding burying the power lines behind businesses on N Washington from Pollinator Park to Kentucky St. 

Administrator West also shared the latest iteration of the Overlook Restroom plans with Council via email. 
 

The Building Permit Report showed four permits for new houses on Greentree Drive in March. 
 

Councilperson Donaghue shared an update from the Tourism Committee. They approved funds to purchase a light 

fixture attraction at Big Rock Creek promoting the City. It will include a waterfall feature with log jam and 

lumberjacks that can be added onto in years to come. 
 

Councilperson White shared that the PAT will meet on April 19. They have not been able to complete the sign 

inventory yet due to inclement weather. 
 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 

General Fund: $56,766.62, Library Fund: $4,787.20, Debt Service Fund: $24,164.38, Civic Auditorium Project: 

$75,048.34, Capital Projects Funds: $237,236.29, Water Fund: $70,675.21, Sewer Fund: $326,441.31, Room Tax 

Committee: $7,375.00. 

White moved to approve claims, second by Lien, roll call vote, White, Lien, Snyder and Donaghue voted aye, 

motion passed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Jerry Kingery: does not support the rezoning of block 64 and thanked staff/council for work to find an alternative 

Chuck van Duynhoven: supports small business but does not believe rezoning block 64 supports the City’s long 

term comprehensive plan or the community 

Rhonda Kingery: does not support the rezoning of block 64 and inquired if residents could see a drawing of the 

developer’s plan for the finished project on North Hamilton Street. 

Adam Kingery: does not support the rezoning of block 64 

Bradley Adams submitted an email with concerns for pedestrian safety across Washington Street. 

Councilperson White shared that he continues to receive questions regarding the Overlook Restrooms. 
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OLD BUSINESS                    

Consider Request to Rezone Lots 1-6 and Lots 8-13 in Block 64, 1.56 acres, from R-2 Residential Zoning 

to B-1 General Commercial Zoning – Postponed from March 27, 2023 meeting 

The City received a request from the owners of the property, Ripple Effect LLC, to rezone their property from 

R-2 Residential to B-1 General Commercial. In 2021, the owners obtained a building permit to construct a 

single-family home on the property. They operate St. Croix Chiropractic and Wellness LLC out of the residence 

as a home occupation. It is not contiguous to the B-1 Commercial District, which is located two blocks to the 

South. The item was postponed from the March 27 meeting to allow staff to investigate alternative ideas. 

Administrator West researched the possibility of an interim use permit and found that Wisconsin law 

incorporates this into the CUP process. He said Council could direct staff to work with the city attorney to 

amend the R-2 zoning ordinance to permit this using a CUP with certain conditions. A public hearing would be 

held with the Plan Commission, who would then make a recommendation to Council, and then Council would 

vote. Joy Zasadny, representing Ripple Effect LLC, stated they were not interested in a CUP, only rezoning. 

She disagreed that it is spot zoning and believes area is already mixed use. She stated that their business offers 

many services that benefit the public and that the City’s Comprehensive Plan is not consistent.  

White moved to allow further comment from the public, second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed.  

Chuck van Duynhoven: stated his support for their success but inquired if they could relocate downtown 

Jerry Kingery: stated they built a residential home on lot in 2021 and does not support rezoning 

Rhonda Kingery: said it is not fair for the entire neighborhood to adjust this potential change 

Mayor Anderson stated he does not want the business to leave the City and would like to work out a solution. 

White also shared his hope that they would not leave the City but questioned if there was space for sufficient 

parking to meet commercial code. Lien also shared parking concerns and how to determine precisely which 

lot(s) the existing residence is located on. Donaghue questioned why the property owners were not open to a 

CUP and said she is not comfortable voting to rezone the area. 

Lien moved to deny the request to rezone lots 1-6 and lots 8-13 in Block 64 from R-2 Residential to B-1 

General Commercial, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

NEW BUSINESS                    

Consider MSA Task Order for 2023 Landfill Monitoring 

The City received a quote for landfill environmental monitoring for 2023 from MSA Professional Services for 

$7,240. Council questioned if this was the best price for these services.  

White moved to postpone a decision on 2023 landfill monitoring for two weeks to allow staff time to determine 

if this is the best possible rate for the service, second by Lien, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Event Permit from Polk County Information Center 

The City received an event permit application from the Polk County Information Center for the 22nd Annual 

Earth Arts of the Upper St. Croix Spring Art Tour May 5-7, 2023. It is a self-guided tour of Polk County to 

view and purchase art works from 50+ artists. They would like permission to have a food truck in the City Hall 

parking lot on May 6th.  

Donaghue moved to approve the event permit for Polk County Information Center for the 22nd Annual Earth 

Arts of the Upper St. Croix Spring Art Tour, second by Lien, voice vote, Donaghue, Lien and Snyder voted aye. 

White abstained due to his wife’s participation in the event. Motion passed. 
 

Consider Entering Closed Session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e), Deliberating or negotiating the 

purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, 

whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically for setting the price and 

criteria for seeking proposals on the sale of 101 and 107 North Washington Street 

Lien moved to enter closed session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e), deliberating or negotiating the 

purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, 

whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically for setting the price and criteria 

for seeking proposals on the sale of 101 and 107 North Washington Street, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, 

Lien, Donaghue, Snyder and White voted aye, motion passed. 
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Reconvene in Open Session 

Lien moved to reconvene in open session, second by Snyder voice vote, motion passed. 
 

Action from Closed Session, if Any 

White moved to authorize no more than $20,000 to rebuild the back wall on 107 N Washington Street, second by 

Donaghue, roll call vote, White, Donaghue, Lien and Snyder voted aye, motion passed. 

Council also discussed the request for proposal process for 101 and 107 N Washington.  
 

ADJOURNMENT  

Lien moved to adjourn, second by Snyder, voice vote, motion passed at 9:04 pm. 
 

Kirk Anderson, Mayor                                                                                Sarah Jensen, City Clerk 


