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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting
April 29,2024 7:00 PM In Person and via Zoom
City Hall, 710 Hwy 35, St. Croix Falls, WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm
on Monday, April 29, 2024 at City Hall in person and via Zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call:
Councilpersons Warren White, Craig Lien, Shannon Donaghue and Dan Campbell were present in person.

Also present in person: Administrator Joel West, Public Works Director Matt Larson, Library Director Su Leslie
and Clerk Sarah Jensen. All joined in the salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Lien moved to approve the minutes as amended of the Council Meetings of April 8 and April 16, 2024, second
by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

REPORTS

Public Works Director Matt Larson presented the March report. There was a snow/rain/ice event from March
24-27. The full crew attended the annual MSHA safety refresher. Water meters were read. They worked on
clearing ROW of McKenney, Connecticut, S Jefferson and S Washington Streets. There was a kick off meeting
with 120 Water to begin developing the lead service inventory. Larson worked with the auditor as needed. The
electronic speed sign on Louisiana Street was damaged and repaired. They met with MSA and STAAB
Construction to finalize plans for the WWTP filter project. The city was audited by the WI DSPS to check safety
program/records and building/equipment conditions. While there are a few items to address, the audit went
well overall. Staff worked with Automatic Systems to get the new booster station operational. They also
worked with the plumber at the Civic Auditorium and flushed the main. The sludge tank was emptied and put
on fields. Footings for the Overlook restroom will be coming soon. They hope to have the restrooms
operational by Wannigan Days. Replacement street signs for several locations around the city have been
ordered and PW is waiting for them to arrive.

Director Su Leslie was present to share the Library Report. The Valley Reads program was very successful and
the recent book club event was well attended. On May 4, there will be a Star Wars Party with free comic
books. The Knit and Crochet Group will meet again on May 13. Spring Story Time will go through May 15. SCF
Public Library is working with Dresser Public Library for summer programming for children. There will also be
summer activities at the Farmer’s Market. Friends of the Library is part of GiveBIG tomorrow and Leslie
encouraged donations, sharing a reminder of all of the additional resources the library provides to the
community, including free WIFI, technology help, computer and printing facilities, along with a comfortable,
welcoming space people can spend time in. Approximately 2,400 people visited the library in April 2024.

There was no update from the PAT Commission.

Administrator West provided an administration update. The city received approval from the Wisconsin
Economic Development Group for a $250,000 grant for Block 39, along with approval for a MSIS grant for
Maple Drive out to 220%™ Street (50% of costs up to $454,000). The local arts group applied for a grant from
the Wisconsin Arts Board again for $6,000. They are awaiting a final decision but anticipate it will be approved.
Administrator West met with Fire Chief Dorsey to discuss the fire dues agreement. This will likely come
forward at the next council meeting. The municipal court will be closed effective May 1, 2024.

Donaghue noted that there will be a Ladies Night Out downtown on May 2 from 5-9 pm with sales and local
shops open late. The Taste of St. Croix Valley is May 3 at Big Rock Creek and tickets are still available.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS
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General Fund: $49,643.44, Library Fund: $2,079.87, Civic Auditorium: $4,833.00, Capital Projects Funds:
$64,393.07, Capital Improvement Plan Fund: $14,010.41, Water Fund: $37,229.89, Sewer Fund: $16,942.18,
Vehicle/Equipment Replacement Fund: $12,898.99, Room Tax Fund: $8,143.00

White moved to approve claims, second by Lien, roll call vote, White, Lien, Campbell and Donaghue voted aye,
motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Charlie Bents: Requested an extended time of 3.5-4 minutes for his comments. White moved to approve the
request, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye.

Bents stated he is not against low-income housing, he did not receive a notice through the mail in January
2023 for the public hearing, and did not have an opportunity to voice concerns over the Impact Seven
development. His concerns include no economic impact study completed, how many residents will live in the
development, how surrounding building values will be impacted, review of landscaping plan and changes in
the site plan from January 2023-March 2024. He feels there were key issues not addressed.

Jan Bents: Said she was not aware of public hearing in 2023. She is against the size and scope of project.
Concerned with how it will impact traffic, roads, schools and fire/police protection. She would like to see a
copy of the Impact Seven statement, architect design and landscape design.

Melodie Greenquist: Was not aware of the development until last Thursday when she saw the Impact Seven
sign. Feels it was kept a secret and did not see notices in the paper.

Bob Cournoyer: Is a new resident in Maple Leaf Court and was surprised to see the Impact Seven sign
advertising new housing. Questioned why the sign was removed a short time later.

Jacob Bevens: He lives next to the dog park and has concerns with people using the park in the overnight
hours and suspicious activities. He would like to see hours posted to help eliminate this from occurring.

NEW BUSINESS

Introduction of Resolution and set public hearing date to consider request to vacate a portion of Wisconsin
Street between blocks 83 and 92, First Addition to the City of St. Croix Falls in Polk County Wisconsin

It has been determined that a portion of the platted, but undeveloped, ROW of Wisconsin Street was not
vacated as intended in 2019. The parcel shows as an undefined parcel in the Polk County GIS system. Further
investigation determined that the 2019 resolution vacating that portion of Wisconsin Street inadvertently
excluded the section West of blocks 83 and 92. The property owner to the South of the area has made the
request to vacate. Pursuant to State Statute, the Council must set a date not less than 40 days from the
introduction of the resolution, publish a class 3 notice and notify adjoining and abutting property owners 30
days before the hearing. Council reviewed a draft resolution. A hearing date of June 10, 2024 was proposed.
Lien moved to schedule the public hearing to consider the request to vacate a portion of Wisconsin Street
between blocks 83 and 92 for June 10, 2024, second by Campbell, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Request from Woolly Bike Club to allow the use of Class 1 e-bikes on Mountain Bike Trails in the
City

Keith Velaski, Chair of the Woolly Bike Club, has requested that the council consider allowing the use of Class 1
e-bikes on mountain bike trails. Class 1 e-bikes have a pedal assist, meaning the motor only helps propel the
bike forward when the user is pedaling. The motor shuts off when a speed of 20 mph is reached. In recent
years, the Club has received many requests from users asking permission to use e-bikes on the trails. Often,
the requester is of an older generation of riders who would like to use e-bikes to assist them in being able to
enjoy the sport longer, not to go faster. Velaski agreed that enforcement would be challenging. The Club
would pay for signage and board members would address riders not following the rules when they see them.
Administrator West added that an ordinance would need to be adopted in order to enforce this. The Club has
contacted the neighboring property owners regarding this issue, and all stated they consented to this.
Donaghue moved to direct staff to work with the attorney to draft an ordinance to allow e-bikes on trails,
second by White, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.
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Consider Event Permit for Spring Awakenings Celebration

Genius of Fun Events submitted an event application for a Spring Awakenings Celebration to include an Art &
Craft Fair in the library parking lot, the season opening of the Farmers Market in the plaza, music and activities
inside and out of the library and self-guided hikes around the city. The event would take place Saturday, May
18 from 10:00 am — 3:00 pm in the Library parking lot (230 N Washington Street). The applicant consulted with
the other residents of the building and received their permission to use the parking lot during this time.

Lien moved to approve the event permit for the Spring Awakenings Celebration on May 18, 2024 in the library
parking lot in conjunction with the opening of the Farmer’s Market, second by White, voice vote, all voted aye,
motion passed.

Consider Appointments to Committees, Boards and Commissions

Lien moved to confirm the appointment of Jared Lehman to the Plan Commission for a 2024-27 term, second
by White, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

Campbell moved to confirm the appointment of Jamie Vee for another term, 2024-27, on the Plan
Commission, second by Lien, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

Lien moved to confirm the appointment of Liesel Virchow for another term, 2024-27, on the Cemetery Board,
second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Entering Closed Session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(c) considering employment, promotion,
compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body
has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility, specifically for the Deputy City Administrator position who will
assume the Administrator position after the current City Administrator retires.

Lien moved to enter closed session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(c) considering employment, promotion,
compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has
jurisdiction or exercises responsibility, specifically for the Deputy City Administrator position who will assume
the Administrator position after the current City Administrator retires, second by Donaghue, roll call vote,
Lien, Donaghue, Campbell and White voted aye, motion passed.

Reconvene in Open Session
Lien moved to reconvene in open session, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

Action from Closed Session, if Any

Mayor Anderson shared that Council reviewed resumes and selected semifinalists for the Deputy City
Administrator position as Administrator West’s retirement is approaching. A special meeting will be held to
conduct interviews to determine the finalists. Administrator West will stay on for a transition period.

ADJOURNMENT
Lien moved to adjourn, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed at 9:24 pm.

Kirk Anderson, Mayor Sarah Jensen, City Clerk



