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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

April 8, 2024    7:00 PM    In Person and via Zoom 
City Hall, 710 Hwy 35, St. Croix Falls, WI 

 

CALL TO ORDER                                         
Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:02 pm 
on Monday, April 8, 2024 at City Hall in person and via Zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call: Councilpersons 
Warren White, Joe Snyder, Craig Lien and Shannon Donaghue were present in person. Also present in person: 
Administrator Joel West and Clerk Sarah Jensen. All joined in the salute to the flag. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Lien moved to approve the amended minutes of the Council Meeting of March 25, 2024 and Special Council 
Meeting of April 1, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

REPORTS 
Police Chief Murphy joined via Zoom to present the March Police Report. He shared that evening officers have 
been busy with many drug arrests. Officer Jacobs will graduate from the Basic Recruit Academy in mid-May. 
He will complete field training for approximately 10 weeks and then the department will be fully staffed. The 
department received a generous donation of $10,000 from 100 Women Who Care of Polk and Burnett 
Counties. Murphy reported that the agreement with the Village of Osceola for shared services is working well 
so far. Both departments have been helping each other as needed and the relationship is going well. It is a 
bonus for both departments to have more back-up available. Discussions continue regarding cost projections 
and budget items. 
 

Chief Dorsey was present to share the March Fire Department Report. Most calls received were first 
responder calls. There was one call for a high concentration of carbon monoxide. There was fire at a business 
on Washington Street on April 6. Dorsey reported that the response was as good as it could have been given 
the situation. The police department was onsite quickly to evacuate the building and block traffic. Many 
firefighters responded and they had the right equipment needed to effectively fight the fire. Chief Dorsey 
thanked the council and shared how instrumental having the proper equipment is in these situations. 
 

Administrator West provided an administration update. The grant application for Block 39 on Washington 
Street has been submitted and is being processed. He noted that because they made this fiscal year’s 
deadline, the city can apply for the next fiscal year also. The city continues to work with the Village of Osceola 
on the police department shared services budget discussions. There was a Board of Public Works meeting on 
April 1 to discuss future projects with PW Director Matt Larson. The Spring Election was last week. Mayor 
Anderson recognized Councilperson Snyder as this was his last meeting and thanked him for his service the 
past four years. Dan Campbell won the seat for District 1 and will take office at the Annual Meeting on April 
16.   
 

Council reviewed the March Building Permits Report. There were 3 permits issued with a total value of 
$50,620. Year to date, there have been 10 permits issued with a total value of $275,932.83.  
 

Chair Nicole Michaud was present from the PAT Commission to share an update on past and upcoming 
projects. The PAT will request an addendum on the ORP for Riegel Park, a sign for the new Overlook restroom 
on the east side, and approval of the Recreation Sign Branding Standards created with Linda Shober to ensure 
continuity with all new and updated signs. Michaud shared some of the Commission’s recent 
accomplishments including the City of Trails Map, the creation and implementation of a summer school 
program for first and second grade students, four invasive species work days, volunteer led sign clean-ups, 
worked on two projects with county funding, cleaned up the skate park and created an Arts Subcommittee to 
address the arts more specifically. The Arts Subcommittee led the RFP for the State Street Mural Project 
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coming in June 2024. The River Spirit Statue repair will be a priority in the future and they plan to continue the 
momentum with the invasive species programs, along with the partnership with the school district. The PAT 
has also secured two electric trikes that are currently stored at the library. Details are being worked out on 
how to best utilize these for the public.  
 

Councilperson Snyder shared an update on the Centennial Committed. As he is ending his term on the City 
Council, he handed over a document package to Administrator West and submitted an executive summary on 
the status of funds to the Anderson Foundation. 
 

Council reviewed recent minutes from the Plan Commission and PAT Commission meetings. 
 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 
General Fund: $52,770.19, Library Fund: $5,566.81, Debt Service Fund: $23,501.88, TIF District: $420.00, Civic 
Auditorium Project: $92.50, Capital Projects Fund: $157.03, Water Fund: $75,767.84, Sewer Fund: 
$332,114.53, Room Tax Committee Fund: $5,000.00 
Lien moved to approve claims, second by White, roll call vote, Lien, White, Donaghue and Snyder voted aye, 
motion passed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Darrell Spaeth: His Yorkie was attacked and killed by two Huskies on the loose last week. Current code only 
allowed for the owners of the Huskies to receive a citation for dogs at large. Spaeth would like to see more 
strict dog regulations. 
Mary Crozier: Also encouraged council to take aggressive action to insure another dog attack does not occur. 
Brad Dosch: Inquired if there would be a reactivation of a previous program to clear brush along the river 
frontage. He would volunteer to help with that project. 
 

NEW BUSINESS                    
Consider Quotes for Replacing Zero-Turn Mower 
One of the parking brakes broke on the current zero-turn lawn mower. It was purchased in the Spring of 2021 
and the city had planned to replace it next year. The goal would be to get into a rotation of replacing the 
mowers every two years. The cost to repair the mower will be approximately $1,700-$1,800. If the city 
auctioned it now, it could bring in $4,000-$5,000. PW Director Matt Larson obtained three quotes for a new 
zero-turn mower. A Lazer Z X-Series mower is $12,898.99. A Cheetah II is $12,578.00 and the Turf Tiger II is 
$13,702.00. Staff would prefer X-Series because it has a better suspension seat, bigger hydro drive motors, the 
blades are easier to change and staff prefers the carbureted engine because they can fix it themselves rather 
than going to a dealer. Funds are available for the purchase in the Vehicle and Equipment Replacement 
Program account. 
Lien moved to approve the purchase of the Lazer Z X-Series zero-turn mower from Jeff’s Small Engine for 
$12,898.99, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder and White voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider MSA Task Order Closed Landfill Monitoring 
In order to meet current DNR requirements, the city must provide landfill environmental monitoring 
information to the DNR for 30 years. To date, there have not been any concerning results. The city would like 
to work with the DNR to reduce the amount of time this monitoring is required or decrease the frequency of 
testing.  
White moved to approve the MSA Task Order for 2024 landfill environmental monitoring services not to 
exceed $7,240 with the condition that MSA work with the City and DNR to request to reduce or eliminate the 
DNR monitoring requirements subject to DNR approval, second by Lien, roll call vote, White, Lien, Snyder and 
Donaghue voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Development Agreement for Parcel 281-01157-0000 
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Council reviewed a development agreement with TCMC Holdings LLC as a part of the purchase of PID 281-
01157-0000. The parcel fronts Highway 8 but does not have direct access. The agreement includes the 
standard right-of-first refusal and specific requirements on executing future easement documents and some 
screening requirements that Council noted in previous discussions when the purchase agreement was 
approved. 
Lien moved to approve the development agreement with TCMC Holdings LLC for the purchase of PID 281-
01157-0000, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Appointments to Committees, Boards and Commissions 
None 
 

Consider Entering Closed Session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(g) conferring with legal counsel who is 
rendering oral or written legal advice concerning strategy to be adopted with respect to litigation in which it 
is or is likely to become involved. 
Lien moved to enter closed session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(g) conferring with legal counsel who is 
rendering oral or written legal advice concerning strategy to be adopted with respect to litigation in which it is 
or is likely to become involved, second by White, roll call vote, Lien, White, Snyder and Donaghue all voted 
aye, motion passed. 
 

Reconvene in Open Session 
White moved to reconvene in open session, second by Lien, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

Action from Closed Session, if Any 
Lien moved to file the complaint as discussed in closed session, second by White, voice vote, all voted aye, 
motion passed. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
Lien moved to adjourn, second by Snyder, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed at 9:05 pm. 
 

Kirk Anderson, Mayor                                                                                Sarah Jensen, City Clerk 


