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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting
May 13,2024 7:00 PM In Person and via Zoom
City Hall, 710 Hwy 35, St. Croix Falls, WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm
on Monday, May 13, 2024 at City Hall in person and via Zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call:
Councilpersons Warren White, Craig Lien, Shannon Donaghue and Dan Campbell were present in person. Also
present in person: Administrator Joel West and Clerk Sarah Jensen. All joined in the salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Lien moved to approve the minutes of the Council Meeting of April 29, 2024, second by White, voice vote, all
voted aye, motion passed.

REPORTS

Police Chief Murphy joined via Zoom to present the April Police Report. It was noted that a routine traffic stop
resulted in the recovery of two handguns and a substantial amount of narcotics of various types. A
concentrated interdiction night, in conjunction with the Drug Task Force, resulted in three felony drug arrests
and a number of citations. A full bite suit was purchased to aid in K9 lkar’s continued training through recent
donations. Councilperson White shared a request for speed signs on Day Road to indicate the 25 mph speed
limit. The shared service agreement with Osceola is going well and is mutually beneficial.

Assistant Fire Chief Joe Stage was present via Zoom to share the April report. There was a fire on Washington
Street. Stage shared the fire had the best outcome possible given the circumstances. They received assistance
from Taylors Falls Fire Department. The new Engine 90 worked extremely well. The event was a testament to
law enforcement and the fire department working well together with great response times. There was also a
structure fire at 750 E Louisiana Street. A heater started on fire in an enclosed doorway. Fire fighters also
responded to a house fire in the Town of SCF and were able to save the structure. They also responded to a
high angle rescue at Interstate Park. Their rope training was very useful and they were able to bring the
patient down safely with no long term injuries. Councilperson White inquired as to the status of a cooperative
agreement with Interstate Park. Stage shared that they have a meeting in June to discuss this.

Administrator West provided an administration update. The Wisconsin Arts Board approved the $6,000 grant
for gallery showings and artists talks downtown. The muralist is in town and beginning work on the State
Street Mural. Administrator West acknowledged the SCF School District’s community service day last week
and shared appreciation for all the hard work that was completed around the city. It was also noted that
School Resource Officer Josh Tyler drove the school’s bus in a recent local bus race and took first place.

Council reviewed the April Building Permits Report. There were 8 permits issued with a total value of
$352,803. Year to date, there have been 18 permits issued with a total value of $628,735.83.

There was no PAT Commission update.
Council reviewed recent minutes from the Board of Public Works and Room Tax Committee meetings.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund: $42,986.56, Library Fund: $2,217.11, Capital Projects Fund: $993.34, Water Fund: $11,517.98,
Sewer Fund: $12,529.58

White moved to approve claims, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, White, Donaghue, Lien and Campbell
voted aye, motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
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Brad Dosch: Would like speed limit signs back on N Hamilton and is looking forward to the pedestrian lane
being installed there also.

Councilperson White received a call from a constituent inquiring about what happened to a resident petition
to put a cross walk across Hwy 8 at Glacier Dr. Administrator West noted it is a state highway and a state
decision. West will follow up with WISDOT.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Temporary Alcohol Beverage License for St. Croix Falls Historical Society

The Historical Society applied for a temporary alcohol beverage license for their Annual History Mixer Event on
June 19 at 123 S. Washington Street. They would like to serve beer and wine.

White moved to approve the temporary alcohol beverage license for the St. Croix Falls Historical Society on
June 19, 2024, second by Lien, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Event Permit for City of Trails Run

Darcy Brookins, with City of Trails Races, submitted an application to utilize the city’s trails for the 2024 City of
Trails Run Event on June 1, 2024. The event will start and end at Trap Rock Brewing. There will be 1K, 5K, 10K,
half-marathon and full-marathon courses.

Lien moved to approve the event permit application for the City of Trails Run on June 1, 2024, second by
Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Event Permit for Music on the Overlook

Genuis of Fun submitted an application to utilize the Overlook deck and parking lot for Music on the Overlook
Concert Series. The concert series would take place on Fridays from 6:30-10:00 pm from June through August,
except July 5 and July 26.

White moved to approve the event permit application for Music on the Overlook Summer Concert Series,
second by Lien, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Event Permit Friday Nights Out Vendor Fair

Genuis of Fun submitted an application for a weekly vendor fair in conjunction with Music On the Overlook at
Overlook Park, setting up in the parking lot of Overlook Park. Applicant requested to close River Street where
it connects to Washington Street. Applicant obtained written comments from businesses impacted by River
Street closure, stating their consent to the street closure. Donaghue questioned if there would still be
handicapped parking available. Administrator West will look into this.

White moved to approve the event permit application for Friday Nights Out Vendor Fair, second by Lien, voice
vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Agreement to Provide Fire Protection Services in the Town of St. Croix Falls
Discussion on the agreement to provide fire protection services in the Town of St. Croix Falls was tabled for
the next Council meeting, May 28, 2024.

Consider Cooperative Agreement with the U.S. Department of the Interior National Park Service for
Emergency Response on land within and surrounding the St. Croix Scenic Riverway

Council reviewed a cooperative agreement between the City and U.S. Department of the Interior National
Park Service for emergency response on land within and surrounding the St. Croix Scenic Riverway. The
agreement sets out the procedures for mutual assistance for emergency medical services, search and rescue,
structure fire and wildland fire management.

Lien moved to approve the cooperative agreement with the U.S. Department of the Interior National Park
Service for Emergency Response on land within and surrounding the St. Croix Scenic Riverway, second by
Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Update on Shared Police Services with Village of Osceola
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In March 2024, the City of St. Croix Falls and the Village of Osceola entered into an Intergovernmental
Protective Services Agreement, which allowed the Village to contract with the City for police services. Police
Chief Murphy and Administrator West have been working with Osceola staff to explore the benefits and
limitations of further coordination between the departments on a long-term basis and the possibility of a
combined police department. Extensive work has been done on projecting the costs for a consolidated
department and identifying one-time start-up costs. The Wisconsin Department of Revenue is expected to
release guidelines in the coming months for grants to municipalities finding innovative ways to maintain
services and reduce costs. This is an appropriate time for Council to designate one or two members to work
with staff to evaluate the next steps for Council’s consideration. By common consensus, Mayor Anderson and
Councilperson White were designated to work with staff on considerations for shared police services with the
Village of Osceola.

Consider PILOT Agreement with St. Croix Falls Homes, LLC

St. Croix Falls Homes, LLC is a division of Impact Seven for the housing development off Maple Drive. Because
the entity is tax exempt, it was agreed that there would be a PILOT agreement to pay local taxes to
compensate the city for its services. This is calculated based on the value of the development and reduced per
state regulations. Council reviewed a draft agreement with payments starting at $7,800 for year one and
adjusting based on consumer index each year after, with a cap set at $10,000. The proposed agreement would
expire in 2056 and the property would then become taxable again. It was noted that streets and utilities inside
the development are paid for and maintained by the developer. Donaghue inquired if the city could increase
the annual payment requirement. Administrator West responded it can be difficult due to state requirements.
Council discussed the possibility of increasing the initial payment to $15,000 and cap of $20,000, as well as
decreasing the timeframe from 2056. The consensus was that Council would like Administrator West to
counter with the increased payment numbers to Impact Seven and reduce the timeframe of the agreement.
Donaghue moved approve staff to discuss increasing the base PILOT payment to $15,000 with a cap of
$20,000 and reducing the time frame of the agreement with St. Croix Falls Homes, LLC from 2056, second by
Campbell, roll call vote, Donaghue, Campbell, Lien and White voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Appointments to Committees, Boards and Commissions
None

Consider Entering Closed Session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e), deliberating or negotiating the
purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business,
whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically related to police services
contracting; and State Statute 19.85(1)(c) considering employment, promotion, compensation, or
performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or
exercises responsibility, specifically the Deputy City Administrator position.

Lien moved to enter closed session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e), deliberating or negotiating the
purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business,
whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically related to police services
contracting; and State Statute 19.85(1)(c) considering employment, promotion, compensation, or performance
evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises
responsibility, specifically the Deputy City Administrator position, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien,
Donaghue, Campbell and White all voted aye, motion passed.

Reconvene in Open Session
White moved to reconvene in open session, second by Lien, voice vote, motion passed.

Action from Closed Session, if Any
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Discussion only. No action taken.

ADJOURNMENT
Lien moved to adjourn, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed at 9:56 pm.

Kirk Anderson, Mayor Sarah Jensen, City Clerk



