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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting
May 30, 2023 _7:00 PM _In Person and via Zoom
City Hall, 710 Hwy 35, St. Croix Falls, WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm on
Tuesday, May 30, 2023 at City Hall in person and via zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call: Councilpersons Warren
White, Joe Snyder, Craig Lien and Shannon Donaghue were present in person. Also present in person: Administrator Joel
West, PW Director Matt Larson and Clerk Sarah Jensen. All joined in the salute to the flag.

White moved to adopt an amended agenda to add public comments as 4.1, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye,
motion passed.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Lien moved to approve the amended minutes of the Council Meeting of May 8, 2023 and BOR Meeting on May 10, 2023,
second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

REPORTS

Public Works Director Matt Larson presented the April report. They reorganized the water system parts inventory,
patched potholes, cleaned up equipment from winter use, started fixing yards from snow plowing damage and replaced
brake valves on the hook truck. Automatic Systems replaced the main PLC for the SCADA system. They also graded and
added gravel to the alleys. The booster station project is progressing. The water main is in and footings are being dug.
Hamilton Street work is being delayed due to the DNR permit.

Su Leslie presented the library report. April and May were busy months for the library. June will also have many
activities. The More Passport Program will launch with stamps for visiting other libraries and chances to win prizes. The
Farmers’ Market will be held on Saturdays in the Plaza. The SCF library is partnering with Dresser Library for fun
activities on Mondays held at the Dresser Community Center. Summer Storytime will be on Wednesdays.

Councilperson White reported that the PAT Commission did not meet in May. They held a garlic mustard pulling event.
Public Works will be taking over mowing the disc golf course. The subcommittee for the arts held a sale of surplus items
from 101 and 107 N Washington Street and received $1,800. They were also awarded a grant for $6,000 for arts in
downtown. The subcommittee will be coming to Council soon to present a timeline for the mural.

Administrator West presented an Administration Report. The City did not receive the Vibrant Spaces Grant for Thompson
Parkway. He is looking into grants to help with the street portion of redoing Day Rd and Maple Dr. West also provided a
budget update, sharing that the deficit has decreased from $16,706 to $11,156.

Councilperson Lien provided a Cemetery Committee update. A monument restoration company came in and provided
estimates. High school students also came in for a community service day and cleaned up brush.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund: $93,548.45, Library Fund: $8,323.49, Civic Auditorium Project: $300,000.00, Capital Projects Funds:
$327,416.14, Water Fund: $28,826.44, Sewer Fund: $15,417.43, Room Tax Committee: $12,925.00

Lien moved to approve claims, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder and White voted aye, motion
passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Brad Dosch: suggested the City provide updates on the progress of projects on City’s website, particularly regarding N
Hamilton Street. Administrator West responded that will be done when the information is available.

Woody McBride: asked the City to consider taking action regarding jake braking on the Highway 8 corridor.

Brad Dosch: added jake braking is also an issue along Highway 87.

OLD BUSINESS

Consider Event Permit Application for Wannigan Days

A meeting was held with the Wannigan Days Committee and City Staff after the Council Meeting of May 8 to discuss
details listed in the memo. The bouncy house was approved to be located on River Street. Council noted a few of the dates
on the application were incorrect. The clerk corrected them.
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Lien moved to approve the event permit for Wannigan Days with the amendments of the dates, second by White, voice
vote, Lien, White and Snyder voted aye, motion passed. Donaghue abstained due to her involvement with the Wannigan
Days Committee.

Consider Overlook Restroom Project

Following the Board of Public Works Committee meeting on May 8, 2023, Staff reviewed the pricing of the Overlook
restroom project with Ryan Lee, Straight Line Construction, to look for ways to reduce costs. Removing the stone
wainscot and port-a-pot, along with other miscellaneous savings results in a savings of $27,000. This reduces the cost of
the project from $326,650.95 to $299,650.95. ARRPA funds provide $200,000 for the project, along with $50,000 in
savings from the River Street project. This leaves $49,650.95 for potential bonding. White advocated to not make a
decision on the exterior surface with the possibility to match the stucco with the auditorium. Lien stated he believes LP
smart siding is the best choice for maintenance and cost. White recommended the building rotate 90 degrees to have the
concession stand face the South and doors face the East.

Donaghue moved to approve the Overlook Restroom Project as proposed, with LP smart siding and rotating the
bathrooms 90 degrees to have the doors face the East, not to exceed $299,650.95, with hope there will be additional cost
savings during the building process, second by Lien.

Further discussion followed. Mayor Anderson added security cameras would be helpful to monitor the area, along with
adding conduit for future internet installation. Snyder agreed it is important to include the concession stand and LP smart
siding.

Roll call vote: Donaghue, Lien, Snyder and White all voted aye, motion passed.

Mayor Anderson added that this will not be a tax burden on the City and they are working hard to manage costs.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Classic Car Show Event Permit Application

Shari Stelle and Judy Qualle hosted a Classic Car show on May 18, 2023 at Thompson Parkway. It was successful and
they are requesting additional dates. Additional dates are all Thursdays: June 15, July 13, August 17 and September 21.
There was discussion regarding the July 13 date being the Thursday before Wannigan Days. Consensus was that there was
no conflict and both events could compliment one another.

Lien moved to approve the four event dates for Classic Car Show Event Permit, second by White, voice vote, all voted
aye, motion passed.

Consider St. Croix Tavern Event Permit Application

Sandy Cross from St. Croix Tavern, 110 S Washington St., requested to close State St. from Washington to Adams St.
from 6pm-2:30am on Friday and Saturday nights during Wannigan Days on July 14 & 15.

Lien moved to approve the closure of State Street from Washington to Adams Street from 6pm-2:30am on July 14 & 15,
second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

Consider 5-Year Sewer Maintenance Contract

The City requested proposals for a 5-year sewer maintenance contract for cleaning, televising and root removal. Visu-
Sewer’s quote for cleaning and televising was $38,400. Hydro Klean quoted $37,260. Additional services for Visu-Sewer
were quoted as cleaning for $1/ft, televising for $2.20/ft and root removal at $325/hr. Hydro Klean quoted cleaning for
$2.97/ft, televising for $2.37/ft and root removal at $400/hr. Cost will be funded through the sewer fund. PW Director
Matt Larson said this is necessary for planning future projects. It will take 5 years to clean and camera the entire City,
completing 20,000 ft/year.

White moved to award the 5-year contract for sewer maintenance to Visu-Sewer for $38,400/year locked in for 5 years,
due to their lower rates for additional services, second by Lien, roll call vote, White, Lien, Snyder and Donaghue voted
aye, motion passed.

Consider Sewage Tank Maintenance Contract

The City requested proposals for maintenance of its 62-ft diameter by 28-ft tall sewage holding tank. One firm, Great
Plains Structures, responded with a quote of $106,800. Work would be completed in 2024 and costs would be paid from
the sewer fund. This maintenance is required every 10-20 years.

Lien moved to award the bid for sewage tank maintenance to Great Plains Structures, not to exceed $106,800, second by
Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder and White voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Bunker Panel Bids for Salt Shed
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The City requested proposals for maintenance of the salt shed improvement for 2023 to provide concrete floor, sides and
center divider; 30 ft wide and 40 ft deep. One bid was received from Wieser Concrete. Budget for the entire project is
$75,000 and is one of the City’s bonded projects. Amount of concrete poured can be adjusted to fit the budget.

Lien moved to award the bid to Wieser Concrete for salt shed improvements not to exceed $39,733, second by Snyder,
roll call vote, Lien, Snyder, Donaghue and White voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Resolution Approving Alcohol and Tobacco Licenses for 2023-24

Police Chief did not have time to review all applications prior to meeting.

Lien moved to postpone a decision on resolution approving alcohol and tobacco licenses for 2023-24 until the June 12,
2023 City Council meeting, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Proposed Minor Subdivision of PID 281-01381-0200 located South of Aspen Dr into Two Lots

Highland Ventures proposed to subdivide this 8.27 acre property into two parcels. Lot 1 would be 4.27 acres and Lot 2
would be 4.0 acres. Property is zoned M-1 Industrial, which requires a minimum lot area of 10,000 s.f. and a lot frontage
of 80 ft. Both requirements are met. Highland Ventures plans to build commercial/ industrial facilities for sale or lease.
The Plan Commission reviewed the proposed minor subdivision at its meeting on May 15, 2023, and recommends
approval by the City Council. White inquired if the City should ask the developer for a future street reservation easement.
This will be addressed at a later time.

Lien moved to approve the proposed minor subdivision of PID 281-01381-0200, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all
voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Entering Closed Session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e), Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing
of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever
competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically for setting the price and criteria for seeking
proposals on the sale of 101 and 107 North Washington St.; and State Statute 19.85(1)(c) considering employment,
promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body
has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility.

Lien moved to enter closed session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e), deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public
properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining
reasons require a closed session, specifically for setting the price and criteria for seeking proposals on the sale of 101 and
107 North Washington St.; and State Statute 19.85(1)(c ) considering employment, promotion, compensation or
performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises
responsibility, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder and White voted aye, motion passed.

Reconvene in Open Session
Lien moved to reconvene in open session, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

Action from Closed Session, if Any

Lien moved to authorize the administrator to discuss the potential for combining court systems with Osceola and Dresser,
second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

Council also reviewed proposals for potential buyers for 101 and 107 N Washington Street.

ADJOURNMENT
Lien moved to adjourn, second by White, voice vote, motion passed at 9:55 pm.

Kirk Anderson, Mayor Sarah Jensen, City Clerk



