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 CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

MAY 9, 2022    7:00 PM    IN PERSON AND VIA ZOOM 
CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35, ST. CROIX FALLS WI 

 

CALL TO ORDER                                         

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm on 

Monday, May 9, 2022 at City Hall in person and via zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call: Councilpersons Craig 

Lien, Joe Snyder, Shannon Donaghue, and Warren White were present in person.  Also present in person: 

Administrator Joel West, Fire Chief Mike Dorsey, and Clerk Sarah Jensen. Members of the public and press were 

present via zoom. All joined in the salute to the flag. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Vacation of Ohio Street between blocks 62 and 70 

Lien moved to open the public hearing for the vacation of the alley between blocks 62 and 70, second by Donaghue, 

voice vote, motion passed. Administrator West presented information about the area: currently unused, 

unconstructed ROW with no plans in the future to utilize. Area is part of a proposed development for the Riverfront 

Property. 

Public Comments: 

Jerry Kingery: neighborhood does not want the area developed or taxes to increase 

Keith Smith: does not support development or street vacation and says it’s about increasing tax revenue 

Lee Uhrhammer: vacation is premature with all the hoops that need to be jumped through, it is a clerical error 

regarding lot 7 not being included in lease, 50-foot lots with homes will create a wall in front of river 

Lisa West, mobile home park manager: residents do not want development, trees cut down, or construction 

Adam Kingery: neighborhood does not want development, will disturb National Scenic Riverway, questioned DNR 

approval/input for project 

Michael Kingery: previous administrations tried to sell property, but it fell through, voiced concern for existing 

residents being able to continue to afford to live in neighborhood, asked council to remain judicious in who benefits 

from this project 

Rhonda Kingery: questioned the need for street vacation and was not in support of it 

Councilperson White: reminded attendees that hearing is about vacating Ohio Street and asked for comments to keep 

in line with purpose of the hearing 

Mayor Anderson: conversation for the project as a whole will be on May 16 at the Plan Commission Public Hearing. 

The purpose of the City buying the property 4 years ago was to control what was developed. Green Halo is eco-

sensitive with a good reputation. This hearing is for a street not being used and no plans to be used. 

White moved to close the public hearing, second by Lien, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

Vacation of Alley within Blocks 62 and 70 

Lien moved to open public hearing for the vacation of alley within blocks 62 and 70, second by Donaghue, voice 

vote, motion passed.  

Keith Smith: spoke against vacation of alley 

Lisa West: said same comments from vacation of Ohio Street apply to the alley vacation 

Councilperson White: important to reconcile issue with marina lease and lot 7 

White moved to close the public hearing, second by Lien, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

Vacation of Portion of Carolina St between Lot 12, Block 12 and Lot 24, Block 17 

Lien moved to open the public hearing for the vacation of the portion of Carolina St between lot 12, block 12 and lot 

24, block 17, second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed. 

Administrator West stated street was vacated in 1993 but was not signed into resolution. A clear title is needed for 

future sale of property. 

No public comments. 

White moved to close public hearing, second by Lien, voice vote, motion carried.  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Lien moved to approve the minutes for the Council Meeting of April 25, 2022, second by Snyder, voice vote, motion 

passed. 
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REPORTS 

Police Chief Murphy presented the April Police Report. 

Fire Chief Mike Dorsey presented the April Fire Department Report. 

Administrator West presented the April Administration Report and an update on building permits for 2022. 
 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 

General Fund: $41,045.90, Library Fund: $227.16, Capital Projects Fund: $203.29, Capital Improvement Plan Fund: 

$45,616.58, Water Fund: $4,494.84, Sewer Fund: $7,582.73, Vehicle/Equipment Replacement Fund: $2,100.00.  

Lien moved to approve claims, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder, and White voted aye, 

motion passed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Barbara Mills asked Council to consider limiting the scope of work for the Hamilton Street project to improving the 

existing road and putting the Riverfront Property development on hold until federal and state issues are sorted out, 

consider a moratorium on street vacations along the riverfront, not spend tax dollars on infrastructure plans when 

property has not been purchased, use due diligence in caring for the riverfront property, and utilize funds to further 

develop the Lions Park. 
 

NEW BUSINESS                    

Consider Resolution to Vacate Portion of Carolina St between Lot 12, Block 12 and Lot 24, Block 17 

Lien motioned to approve Resolution 22-6 to vacate the portion of Carolina St between lot 12, block 12 and lot 24, 

block 17, second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

Consider City of Trails Run Event Permit 

Lien moved to approve the Event Application for the annual City of Trails Run on June 4, 2022, second by 

Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed.  
 

Consider Engineering Services for Interstate Blvd 

City has received a quote from Stevens Engineers for engineering services to install the Eastern portion of Interstate 

Blvd for $35,000. Sewer and water utilities are already installed. ROW would be 40-50 feet. White noted the city 

needs to follow ROW ordinances. Administrator West responded additional ROW will be added when property to the 

North develops. Costs would be assessed to abutting property owners. 

White moved to approve the proposal from Stevens Engineers not to exceed $35,000, second by Lien, roll call vote, 

White, Lien, Snyder, and Donaghue all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Ordinance #__ on ATV and UTV Operation and Routes 

Existing ATV/UTV ordinance has expired and a new one is needed. Council discussed options for ATV/UTV use 

and routes within city limits. Consensus was to allow ATV/UTV on city streets. 

Lien moved to reapprove the existing ordinance with a timeline of two weeks to direct staff to make amendments 

with intention to expand to all roads within the city with exception to those with safety concerns, second by 

Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

Consider Accepting Prairie Lane and Interstate Blvd, South of Wilberg Blvd, as Public Streets 

Owners of the developable property along Prairie Lane and Interstate Blvd have asked the city to consider accepting 

these streets and a future extension of Prairie Lane as public streets. Due to foreclosure in the past, parcels have 

different ownership, resulting in a situation where it would be unlikely to have a large enough homeowner’s 

association to maintain the private streets. White noted a need to have 66-foot ROW to follow city ordinances. 

Consensus was to proceed with developing a survey. Costs of development would be the property owner’s 

responsibility, not the City’s. 
 

Consider Providing Direction to Staff on Preparation of an Ordinance Allowing Tiny Homes 

The possibility of allowing tiny homes has been discussed recently, potentially through the PUD process. The city 

does not currently have an ordinance regarding tiny homes. An ordinance could require that certain conditions must 

be met, specifically regarding size, materials, what zoning districts they would be allowed in, and licensing.  

Lien moved to direct staff to draft an ordinance to allow tiny homes within city limits for consideration, second by 

Snyder, voice vote, motion passed. 
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Appointments to Committees, Commissions and Boards 

None 
 

Closed Session Pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e), deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public 

properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specific public business. 

Lien moved to enter closed session pursuant to state statute 19.85(1)(e), deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of 

public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specific public business, second by Donaghue, 

roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder, and White voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Reconvene in Open Session 

Lien moved to reconvene in open session, second by Snyder, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

Action from Closed Session, if Any 

No action taken. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  

Lien moved to adjourn, second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed at 10:51pm. 
 

Kirk Anderson, Mayor                                                                                Sarah Jensen, City Clerk 


