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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

June 10, 2024    7:00 PM    In Person and via Zoom 
City Hall, 710 Hwy 35, St. Croix Falls, WI 

 

CALL TO ORDER                                         
Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm 
on Monday, June 10, 2024 at City Hall in person and via Zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call: 
Councilpersons Warren White, Craig Lien, Shannon Donaghue and Dan Campbell were present in person. Also 
present in person: Administrator Joel West and Clerk Sarah Jensen. All joined in the salute to the flag. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Lien moved to approve the minutes of the Council Meeting of May 28, 2024, second by White, voice vote, all 
voted aye, motion passed. 
 

REPORTS 
Council reviewed the May Police Report. Officer Jacobs completed the Recruit Academy and started his field 
training. An adult male was stopped for a traffic violation and arrested for his sixth OWI offense. Officers 
encountered a suicidal juvenile on a bridge railing. The officers successfully removed the juvenile and a mental 
health evaluation was completed.  
 

Fire Chief Mike Dorsey was present to share the May report. The majority of the calls were first responder 
calls. The department completed training with Interstate Park Service to prepare for the summer season. Chief 
Dorsey reported he has received some bids for the truck and air compressor that they want to sell. 
 

Administrator West provided an administration update. The grant for Block 39 is fully signed and the city can 
begin working with the property owners and request draws from the State. Work is coming along on 101 N 
Washington. The lower level will be repaired this week. The fire sprinkler system will be installed in a few 
weeks and the roof will be replaced in August. 
 

Council reviewed the May Building Permits Report. There were 6 permits issued with a total value of 
$273,718. Year to date, there have been 24 permits issued with a total value of $902,453.83.  
 

Councilperson White shared an update from the PAT Commission. They have a subcommittee that was tasked 
with inventorying all city signs in an effort to standardize all signs within the city. They worked with Linda 
Shober Marketing on design and color pallet options. They would like Council approval for the PAT to proceed 
with determining on a standard design for City signage. White also shared a proposed design for signage at the 
WERT Preserve. They have received one quote but need two quotes in order to proceed. This will be on a 
future Council agenda. In addition, the River Spirit Sculpture stone base is in need of repair. They have 
received one estimate and are seeking another estimate. The PAT also sponsored a Trail Summit at Trap Rock 
Brewing that was successful. Their next meeting is June 26.  
 

Council reviewed recent unapproved minutes from the Board of Public Works. 
 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 
General Fund: $69,606.10, Library Fund: $4,569.93, Debt Service Fund: $393.75, TIF District: $157.50, Capital 
Projects Funds: $7,727.77, Water Fund: $38,790.19, Sewer Fund: $19,667.03, Room Tax Committee: $3,850.00 
White moved to approve claims, second by Lien, roll call vote, White, Lien, Campbell and Donaghue voted aye, 
motion passed. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING: RESOLUTION TO VACATE THE PORTION OF WISCONSIN STREET LOCATED BETWEEN THE 
PREVIOUSLY VACATED ROW BETWEEN BLOCK 83 AND 92, WEST TO THE ST. CROIX RIVER 
Lien moved to open the public hearing, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion carried.  
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A resolution in 2019 vacated a portion of Wisconsin St. between Blocks 83 and 92. The portion West of this 
area was not included in the original vacation. The parcel shows up as an undefined parcel in the Polk County 
GIS system. The property owner to the South of the area requested the area be vacated. A draft resolution 
was introduced at the Council meeting on April 29, 2024. It is the City’s understanding per State Statute that 
the vacated area would be divided between the property owners to the North and South, as the street runs 
East/West.  
 

Public Comments: 
Joy Zasadny: Purchased the abutting property at 1109 N Hamilton St. and believes that her property includes 
the described area to be vacated. She would like to see a title search completed and felt individual Rockpile 
members should have all been noticed individually, not as a unit. She also noted an incorrect statute had been 
cited. She filed a written objection with the clerk. 
Mary Lee: Owns the parcel to the North of the described area and shared her understanding of its history. She 
believes the 2019 vacation did not go to the river.  
Courtney Redmond: Owns the parcel to the South of the described area and believes that in either of the 
scenarios the Southern portion of the described area would belong to her. 
John Lee: Owns the parcel to the North also and encouraged Council to follow State Statute. 
Joy Zasadny: Stated that there is no statute that says that vacated property must be divided between the 
North/South owners. She would like to see the original dividing line extended to the river.  
Mary Lee: encouraged Council to keep the property split between the North/South property owners. 
Joy Zasadny: Noted that the property had been used in the past by the Rockpile Community. 
 

Administrator West stated that there is no need to complete a title search, as he already had a title company 
investigate the matter. In it’s own investigation, the City confirmed that the area is ROW. The City would not 
determine which property owners receive ownership of the vacated property. The Council’s only decision is 
whether to vacate it.  
 

Lien moved to close the public hearing, second by Campbell, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 
PRESENTATION TO COUNCIL—PROPOSED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR RIEGEL PARK 
Councilperson White shared a draft Comprehensive Plan for Riegel Park that the PAT Commission has been 
working on. The plan discusses the history and assets of the property, mission statement, issues and goals for 
the park conditions, maintenance and management in the short and long term and administrative details. The 
PAT would like Council to authorize them to prepare this comprehensive plan. Administrator West shared that 
this should go to the Plan Commission and then back to the Council for approval. The Council gave verbal 
consent for the PAT to continue working on the plan.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Joy Zasadny: Stated that Sign Express would likely already of city logos mocked up that may be helpful for the 
PAT’s signage project.  
Charlie Bents: Asked if meetings could be posted online sooner. 
Brad Dosch: Thanked Council for seeing the N. Hamilton St. project through to completion and shared his 
appreciation of the project. He looks forward to the striping and speed limit signs coming also.  
 

OLD BUSINESS 
Consider PILOT Agreement with St. Croix Falls Homes, LLC 
The City sent a revised PILOT agreement to St. Croix Falls Homes, LLC but they have not responded yet.  
Lien moved to postpone consideration of a PILOT agreement with St. Croix Falls Homes, LLC to the next 
meeting, second by White, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
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NEW BUSINESS                    
Consider Resolution to Vacate a Portion of Wisconsin Street 
Donaghue moved to postpone the consideration of the vacation of a portion of Wisconsin Street until the City 
obtains further clarification from its attorney and a recommendation, second by White, voice vote, all voted 
aye, motion carried. 
 

Consider Temporary Alcohol Beverage License for Polk County Fair Society 
The Polk County Fair Society applied for a temporary beer license for the Polk County Fair on July 25-28, 2024. 
Karrie Melin Swenson was present to represent the Polk County Fair Society. 
Lien moved to approve the temporary alcohol beverage license for the Polk County Fair Society, second by 
Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion carried. 
 

Consider Request for Temporary Signage and Banner for the Polk County Fair 
The City received a request from the Polk County Fair Society to place a temporary directional banner at the 
Overlook and two temporary directional signs on Highway 8. They have obtained permission from the 
property owners, Midwest One and the former KFC property.  
Lien moved to approve the request for temporary directional signage, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all 
voted aye, motion carried. 
 

Consider Resolution Approving Alcohol and Tobacco Licenses for 2024-25 
Council reviewed a resolution to approve alcohol and tobacco licenses for 2024-25. 
White moved to approve Resolution 24-7 approving 2024-25 alcohol and tobacco licenses, second by 
Campbell, voice vote, all voted aye, motion carried. 
 

Consider Approval of Operator Permits for 2024-25 
Council reviewed a list of applicants for operator permits for 2024-25. 
Donaghue moved to approve the list of operator permits as submitted for 2024-25, second by Lien, voice vote, 
all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Approval of Interim Financing 
The City is closing out several projects and there were costs that were not eligible for the Safe Drinking Water 
Loan funding, some that exceeded the previous borrowing to finance the projects and repairs and engineering 
costs on the downtown buildings that were originally financed internally. There are also new projects in 2025 
with the sludge tank sealing and future TIF eligible costs for downtown improvements.  The city had 
anticipated closing on the Safe Drinking Wate Loan (SDWL) several months ago, but the  closing date for the 
Safe Drinking Water Loan funding is July 10, 2024. Administrator West proposed a 9-month line of credit up to 
$500,000 at 6.75% fixed rate with First National Community Bank to manage the cash flow until the end of the 
year. Funds will only be drawn as needed.  
Lien moved to approve the interim financing of a 9-month line of credit up to $500,000 at 6.75% fixed rate 
with First National Community Bank, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Campbell and White 
all voted aye, motion passed.  
 

Consider Appointments to Committees, Boards and Commissions 
Nicole Michaud, Haley Prochnow and Brittany DeBerry’s terms on the PAT Commission are expiring and they 
would each like to serve another term, 2024-27. 
Lien moved to approve the reappointments of Nicole Michaud, Haley Prochnow and Brittany DeBerry to the 
PAT Commission for another term, 2024-27, second by Campbell, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.  
 

Consider Entering Closed Session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(c) considering employment, promotion, 
compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body 
has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility, specifically City Administrator. 
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Lien moved to enter closed session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(c) considering employment, promotion, 
compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has 
jurisdiction or exercises responsibility, specifically the City Administrator, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, 
Lien, Donaghue, Campbell and White all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Reconvene in Open Session 
Lien moved to reconvene in open session, second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

Action from Closed Session, if Any 
Council discussed an employment agreement with the current City Administrator.  
Lien moved to approve the Employee Agreement as discussed in closed session, second by Campbell, roll call 
vote, Lien, Campbell, Donaghue and White all voted aye, motion carried. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
Lien moved to adjourn, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed at 9:14 pm. 
 

Kirk Anderson, Mayor                                                                                Sarah Jensen, City Clerk 


