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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

June 12, 2023    7:00 PM    In Person and via Zoom 
City Hall, 710 Hwy 35, St. Croix Falls, WI 

 

CALL TO ORDER                                         

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 

pm on Monday, June 12, 2023 at City Hall in person and via zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call: 

Councilpersons Warren White, Joe Snyder, Craig Lien and Shannon Donaghue were present in person. Also 

present in person: Administrator Joel West and Clerk Sarah Jensen. All joined in the salute to the flag. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Snyder moved to approve the amended minutes, correcting a typo and adding “locked in for five years” to the 

approval of the 5-year sewer maintenance contract, of the Council Meeting of May 30, 2023, second by Lien, 

voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

REPORTS 

Police Chief Murphy was present via zoom to present the police report. Council thanked the department for the 

important work that they do. Officer LeBrun and K9 Ikar are nearly finished with their K9 training and hope to 

be back on patrol at the end of June. A new police officer has also been hired and is currently completing field 

training. The School Resource Officer will be on street patrol for the summer. Vehicles are in good condition. 

The new car should arrive in the fall. 
 

Council reviewed the May Fire Department Report. It was a busy month with many first responder calls and a 

few grass fires. 
 

Administrator West presented an Administration Report. The Governor and Legislature reached an agreement 

on increasing shared revenue to local jurisdictions. The increase will be a minimum of 20%, which is $47,200, 

for the city. Discussions continue regarding the potential combination of municipal court with Osceola/Dresser 

Court, which would reduce costs to the city. North Hamilton Street construction work is preliminarily scheduled 

to begin June 26. The first item will be to install two pressure reducing valves. Pulverizing the existing 

pavement will begin shortly after that. Water main replacement will follow at the intersection of N Hamilton 

and Massachusetts Streets and continue to the North. The project is scheduled to be substantially completed at 

the end of October 2023. One lift of asphalt will be applied this year, with the second lift in 2024. Demolition of 

the old restrooms at the Lions Park began today, June 12. The new restrooms will hopefully be completed by 

the end of June. Work on the booster station at City Hall continues. 
 

Council reviewed the Building Permit Report. There were 16 permits issued in May, including three new homes 

and two twin homes. Four permits for Tiny Timbers were issued in early June also. 
 

Councilperson White reported that he staked the Overlook Restroom area. He also shared an update from the 

PAT Commission that the mountain bike trail is still being worked on. 
 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 

General Fund: $84,298.60, Library Fund: $957.33, Debt Service Fund: $735.00, Civic Auditorium Project: 

$1,285.75, Capital Projects Funds: $31,409.90, Water Fund: $16,280.33, Sewer Fund: $15,762.83, Room Tax 

Committee: $3,085.00 

Lien moved to approve claims, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder and White voted 

aye, motion passed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Councilperson White: shared that he had visitors comment on the number of different activities that the City 

offers. Also stated his belief that tourism will be a large part of the City’s future. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 
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Consider Resolution Approving Alcohol and Tobacco Licenses for 2023-24 

Council reviewed applications for alcohol and tobacco licenses for 2023-24. 

White moved to approve resolution 23-5 approving alcohol and tobacco licenses for 2023-24, second by 

Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

NEW BUSINESS                    

Consider Event Permit for St. Croix Bakery Employee Reunion 

Shelley Museus applied to host a reunion for St. Croix Bakery former employees at Pocket Park. Event is 

requested to take place on Sunday, August 6 and 20-50 people are estimated to attend. 

Lien moved to approve the event permit for the St. Croix Bakery Employee Reunion on August 6, 2023 at 

Pocket Park, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Event Permit for Wannigan Days Fun Run 

The City of Trail Races applied to host a Wannigan Day Fun Run on July 15, 2023. Event would start and end 

at the Overlook with both 5K and 10K distances. Course would follow Gaylord Nelson Riverwalk, Hamilton St. 

to Lions Park, cross Hwy 87 to Trail of Myths, Tall Tale Trail, Trail of Myths, and back to the Overlook. 

Estimated attendance is 100 people. Members of the Fire Dept have been secured to serve as flaggers in 

crossing Hwy 87. It was noted that construction on N Hamilton should not be a conflict. 

Lien moved to approve the event permit for a Wannigan Days Fun Run on July 15, 2023, second by Donaghue, 

voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Utility Easement for Polk Burnett Electric Cooperative for Electric Power Lines for Parcel 281-

01158-0502 

The City received a letter from Polk Burnett Electric Cooperative requesting an updated easement to replace old 

wiring in parcel 281-01158-0502.  

Lien moved to authorize the Mayor and clerk to sign a Utility easement for Polk Burnett Electric Cooperative 

for electric power lines for parcel 281-01158-0502, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion 

passed. 
 

Consider Entering Closed Session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e), Deliberating or negotiating the 

purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, 

whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically for setting the price and 

criteria for seeking proposals on the sale of 101 and 107 North Washington St.  

Lien moved to enter closed session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(e), deliberating or negotiating the 

purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, 

whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, specifically for setting the price and criteria 

for seeking proposals on the sale of 101 and 107 North Washington St., second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, 

Donaghue, Snyder and White voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Reconvene in Open Session 

Lien moved to reconvene in open session, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Action from Closed Session, if Any 

Lien moved to approve the sale of 107 N Washington Street to Border State LLC subject to final sale negotiations 

and to authorize the Mayor and Administrator to negotiate the final sale terms, second by Donaghue, roll call 

vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder and White all voted aye, motion passed. 

No action was taken regarding the sale of 101 N Washington Street. The City will continue negotiations with a 

grocery store as a proposer for the purchase of 101 N Washington Street.  
 

ADJOURNMENT  

Lien moved to adjourn, second by Donaghue, voice vote, Snyder and White voted aye, Lien and Donaghue 

voted nay, Mayor Anderson broke the tie with an aye vote, motion passed at 9:36 pm. 
 

Kirk Anderson, Mayor                                                                                Sarah Jensen, City Clerk 


