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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting
June 24,2024 7:00 PM In Person and via Zoom
City Hall, 710 Hwy 35, St. Croix Falls, WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm
on Monday, June 24, 2024 at City Hall in person and via Zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call:
Councilpersons Craig Lien, Shannon Donaghue and Dan Campbell were present in person. Councilperson
Warren White was absent.

Also present in person: Administrator Joel West and Clerk Sarah Jensen. All joined in the salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Lien moved to approve the minutes of the June 10, 2024 Regular Meeting, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all
voted aye, motion passed.

REPORTS

Council reviewed the May 2024 Public Works Report. The crew patched potholes, resealed the sludge storage
tank, fixed yards from snowplowing damage and graveled the Wert Preserve driveway. Trees were cut on
McKenney, Connecticut, S Jefferson and S Washington. They worked with the SCF School District for a
Community Clean Up Day. PW Director Larson met with 120 Water for LSL replacement. The footings were
dug for the Overlook restrooms and they worked with Comfort Systems on plumbing. They swept streets,
screened compost, hung flowers and installed flags on street light poles. The crew also repaired a sewer main
break on N Adams and worked with Al Excavating to prepare for the final lift of blacktop on N Hamilton. They
performed booster station pump and pressure logging with Minnesota Pumpworks at both booster stations
and repaired a washout at Xcel dam property from the River Street storm sewer. The Overlook restrooms
were installed and should be operational by Wannigan Days.

Library Report: Summer programs are well attended. Saturday programming will include Circuit Art on June
29, a knot tying class on July 13 and Library Olympics on July 29. The library will also participate in Kinship’s
Amazing Race on July 11. There are take home activity kits offered every other Friday. The summer reading
challenge runs through August 2. There will be children’s activities, stories, crafts, games and snacks at Dresser
Community Park on Mondays. Story time at the library is Wednesdays at 10:15. The St. Croix Valley
Foundation was able to connect with funding partners to fully fund the library’s Wellbeing is for Everyone
request for $10,000. The library will work with the Center for Creativity and Public Health to implement the
grant.

The PAT Commission has a meeting on June 26, 2024. Council reviewed minutes from their June 5 meeting.

Administrator West provided an administration update. The City continues to work with downtown businesses
on submitting invoices to the state for grant reimbursement. The City is also looking for TID eligible expenses.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund: $26,449.68, Library Fund: $1,197.11, Capital Projects Funds: $462,259.58, Water Fund:
$4,387.82, Sewer Fund: $5,997.93, Room Tax Fund: $2,300.00

Lien moved to approve claims, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue and Campbell voted aye,
motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Sharon Kelly: As a Polk County Board representative, she shared that Polk County recently passed two
resolutions regarding mental health assistance. There are also discussions regarding implementing a $30
annual fee for the Polk County Recycling Center.
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Sharon Kelly: As a resident of Maple Leaf Court, inquired if there were any changes to the Impact Seven PILOT
or CUP. Shared disappointment that the school was not notified about the incoming development. Has
concerns regarding the proposed bonding and city water. Inquired if the city consulted with other
communities who have merged police departments.

Joy Zasadny: Would like clarification if a title search was performed on the property proposed to be vacated
on Wisconsin Street.

John Lee: Thanked Council for their good work on the Wisconsin Street vacation process.

Terri McKeown: Feels Courtney Redmond is the most deserving of the land proposed to be vacated because
she has maintained it.

Barbara Weiner: Lives in Rockpile and is troubled to think of anyone gaining ownership of riverfront land
without payment. If it is to be given to someone, it should go to one of the four Rockpile property owners who
do not own Riverfront property.

OLD BUSINESS

Consider PILOT Agreement with St. Croix Falls Homes, LLC

Council reviewed an updated PILOT agreement with St. Croix Falls Homes LLC for a 40-unit housing
development to provide workforce housing. The updated proposed agreement still states an initial payment of
$7,800 and adjusting based on consumer index each year after. The cap of $10,000 was removed. The original
proposed sunset date of 2056 was shortened to 2039.

Campbell moved to approve the updated PILOT agreement with St. Croix Falls Homes, LLC, second by Lien,
voice vote, Campbell, Lien and Donaghue voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Resolution 24-8 to Vacate a Portion of Wisconsin Street

Administrator West shared that a title search on the area proposed to be vacated was completed and
confirmed it is public ROW. Council also reviewed the 2019 resolution, confirming that the triangular piece of
property abutting the river was not included in the legal description. Administrator West also consulted with
the City attorney and confirmed the city is only able to decide if the public ROW is to be vacated, not how it is
distributed. Joy Zasadny filed an objection to this at the June 10, 2024 meeting, so a 2/3 vote is needed in
order to pass the street vacation.

Donaghue moved to approve Resolution 24-8 to vacate a portion of Wisconsin Street, second by Campbell,
voice vote, all voted aye, motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Sale of Fire Engine 1198 FL80

The City received a request from the City of Harris, MN to purchase the 1998 Fire Engine FL80, which the city
had prepared for auction. The offer is $50,000, which the Fire Chief deems a fair price. There is no guarantee
the city would receive as much in the auction. The City of Harris will need to sell items in order to pay for the
firetruck and has asked if the City could be flexible in when payments would be due.

Lien moved to approve the sale of 1998 Fire Engine FL80 for $50,000 to the City of Harris subject to working out
terms of sale, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion carried.

Consider 2024 Bids for Curb and Sidewalk Repairs

On June 17, 2024, the City received bids for 2024 curb and sidewalk repairs. Three bids were received. The
lowest qualified bid is from Cardinal Construction. The City has $10,000 budgeted for sidewalk repairs,
$10,000 for curb repairs, $6,400 for the Overlook restroom and $3,998 for the Lions Park restroom. The lowest
qualified bid is from Cardinal Construction for $30,398.
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Lien moved to award the bid for 2024 curb and sidewalk repairs to Cardinal Construction for $30,398, second
by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue and Campbell voted aye, motion carried.

Consider HVAC Upgrades for the Library

Council reviewed proposals received from Badger State Inc for upgrades to the Library HVAC system. PW
Director Larson will be present at the next Council meeting to discuss the upgrades. By consensus, this item is
postponed until the next Council meeting on July 8, 2024.

Consider Resolution 24-9 Approving 2023 Compliance Maintenance Report - WWTP

Council reviewed the Compliance Maintenance Annual Report for the WWTP.

Lien moved to approve Resolution 24-9 approving the 2023 Compliance Maintenance Report, second by
Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion carried.

Consider Resolution 24-10 Authorizing the Issuance and Sale of up to $2,270,942 Water System Revenue
Bonds, Series 2024, and Providing for Other Details and Covenants with Respect Thereto

This is the financing for the Safe Drinking Water Loan program. Funds will be used to reimburse the city for
expenses incurred for the new booster station at City Hall. The State provides a low interest rate of 2.145%
with a 20-year term for water debt only. Closing on the loan is July 10, 2024.

Lien moved to approve Resolution 24-10 authorizing the issuance and sale of up to $2,270,942 water system
revenue bonds, series 2024 and providing for other details and covenants with respect thereto, second by
Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue and Campbell voted aye, motion carried.

Consider Resolution 24-11 Adopting a Framework for an Interlocal Agreement with the Village of Osceola
for a Joint Police Department

Council reviewed a resolution adopting a framework for a joint police department with the Village of Osceola.
There is currently a service contract agreement in place and the departments are working well together. The
City could see cost savings of $80,000 - $100,000 annually if the departments combined. An ad hoc committee
is in place to develop this framework between the two departments. After each municipality passes a
resolution adopting a framework, the next step is to work with the police union. Then, an agreement would
come back to Council to formally combine the departments. There will be a commission in place to govern the
joint department with representatives from both communities. The costs and framework have been
evaluated. The initial commitment would be five years. Discussions with the police union will begin this week
and the matter will likely come back to Council in August.

Lien moved to adopt Resolution 24-11 adopting a framework for an interlocal agreement with the village of
Osceola for a joint police department, second by Campbell, voice vote, all voted aye, motion carried.

Consider Appointments to Committees, Boards and Commissions
None

Consider Entering Closed Session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(c) considering employment, promotion,
compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body
has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility, specifically for the Deputy City Administrator position who will
assume the Administrator position after the current City Administrator retires.

There was no need to enter closed session. Mayor Anderson shared an update that the City has expanded its
search for a new City Administrator. Council hopes to review new applications at the next meeting. No action
was taken.

ADJOURNMENT
Lien moved to adjourn, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed at 8:38 pm.

Kirk Anderson, Mayor Sarah Jensen, City Clerk



