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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

July 10, 2023    7:00 PM    In Person and via Zoom 
City Hall, 710 Hwy 35, St. Croix Falls, WI 

 

CALL TO ORDER                                         

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 

pm on Monday, July 10, 2023 at City Hall in person and via zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call: 

Councilpersons Warren White, Joe Snyder, Craig Lien and Shannon Donaghue were present in person. Also 

present in person: Administrator Joel West and Clerk Sarah Jensen. All joined in the salute to the flag. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Lien moved to approve the minutes of the Council Meeting of June 26, 2023, second by Donaghue, voice vote, 

all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

REPORTS 

Police Chief Erin Murphy presented the June Police Report via zoom. They received a grant from the state 

focusing on speed and impaired driving. Funds will be used to reimburse overtime hours for traffic 

enforcement. There were several calls for retail theft at Wal-Mart and Menards.  
 

Fire Chief Mike Dorsey was present to share the June Fire Department Report. Most calls were first responder 

calls. They also had a quick response to a fire at 115 N Washington Street, preventing additional buildings from 

being damaged. 
 

Administrator West provided an administration update. Work on the City Hall parking lot continues and the 

first layer of asphalt will be laid this week. Block on the booster station building is complete. Lions Park 

Restrooms are nearly ready to be open to the public. They are waiting for a part to reduce the water pressure. 

Crews are working on the installation of water line on N Hamilton Street. Construction on the Overlook 

Restrooms will begin after Wannigan Days. 
 

Council reviewed the Building Permit Report, noting that there were four permits issued for Tiny Timbers.  
 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 

General Fund: $33,944.87, Library Fund: $1,763.48, Debt Service Fund: $577.50, Capital Projects Funds: 

$203,778.51, Water Fund: $37,780.81, Sewer Fund: $15,114.09, Vehicle/Equipment Replacement Fund: 

$1,399.00, Room Tax Fund: $7,375.00 

White moved to approve claims, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, White, Donaghue, Lien and Snyder voted 

aye, motion passed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Councilperson White received a comment regarding piles of pipe by the PW building being unsightly. 
 

NEW BUSINESS                    

Consider Temporary Class B Beer and Wine License for Wannigan Days by the Falls Chamber of 

Commerce 

Lien moved to approve a Temporary Class B Beer and Wine License for Wannigan Days by the Falls Chamber 

of Commerce, July 14 to July 16, 2023, second by White, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.   
 

Consider Event Permit Application for a Community Breakfast 

Valley Sweets submitted an event permit application for a community breakfast in Pocket Park on July 29, 2023 

from 6am – 1pm. This would be a fundraiser to support a single mom who’s fiancé passed away and has a baby 

recovering from surgery. They expect 200-250 people to attend. 

White moved to approve the event permit application for a community breakfast on July 29, 2023, second by 

Lien, voice vote, White, Lien and Snyder voted aye. Donaghue abstained due to her involvement in the event. 
 

Consider Minor Subdivision for Parcel 281-01389-4000 (Birch Street) 
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Border Foods, Inc. is proposing to subdivide this 2.62 acre property, which they are acquiring from BamFam 

Family Limited Partnership, into two parcels. Proposed Lot 1 will be 1.00 acre and 200 feet wide, and the 

proposed Lot 2 will be 1.62 acres and 200 feet wide, meeting zoning requirements. The property is zoned B-2 

Highway Commercial. Lot 2 would not have access to a public street. The Administrator discussed this with the 

owner, who also owns the parcel immediately to the West. He will combine the proposed Lot 2 with his parcel 

to the West, 281-01389-0100. Utilities are available in Birch Street to serve Lot 1. Border Foods, Inc. plans to 

build a Taco Bell on Lot 1 and will submit a site plan for review separately. The Plan Commission reviewed 

this request at its meeting on July 10, 2023 and recommended approval of the subdivision. 

Lien moved to approve the subdivision of PID 281-01389-4000 into two lots, subject to Lot 2 combining with 

the adjacent parcel 281-01389-0100, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Proposal from City Financial Advisor-Ehlers and Associates for Potential Tax Increment 

District 

With the redevelopment in the downtown, the possible creation of a tax increment district has been previously 

mentioned. Sean Lentz, from Ehlers and Associates, was present via zoom to discuss the options. The creation 

of a tax increment district would allow for the capture of increased taxes from redeveloped properties and any 

new construction to be used on eligible activities. The cost is $12,500, which is an eligible expense to be 

reimbursed from future tax increments. A district could be created that includes the properties that the City has 

or will have for sale. Ehlers will assist in evaluating the inclusion of other properties in the district if owners are 

interested. It was noted that properties ½ mile outside of the TID could also utilize tax increment funds for 

eligible expenses. Phase 1 is a feasibility analysis, phase 2 is the project plan development and approval and 

phase 3 is state submittal. 

White moved to authorize Ehlers to proceed with phase 1 of the tax increment district creation, not to exceed 

$3,500, second by Lien, roll call vote, White, Lien, Snyder and Donaghue voted aye, motion passed.  
 

Consider Quote for Repair Work on 107 North Washington Street 

The original plan for reconstructing the rock wall in the SW corner of the 107 N Washington Street building 

was not feasible due to the condition of the wall. After inspection by a structural engineer, it was determined 

that the best solution is to pour a concrete wall tied into the rock wall with a rock face veneer. Shoring on the 

corner to stabilize the brick must be done before the repair can be made. 

Lien moved to authorize the administrator to work with a shoring company to shore the corner of 107 N 

Washington Street not to exceed $12,000 with the option for the Mayor and Council President to work with the 

administrator for an additional $5,000, second by Snyder, roll call vote, Lien, Snyder, Donaghue and White all 

voted aye, motion passed.  
 

Consider Appointments to Committees, Boards and Commissions 

Michael Norcross, Room Tax Committee chair, requested the following members be reappointed to the Room 

Tax Committee: Michael Norcross, Rebecca Stenberg, Woody McBride and Amy Frischmon. All terms are for 

one-year and chair is re-elected each year by the committee. Shannon Donaghue has already been appointed as 

the City Council Representative. Additionally, Mike Donaghue’s term on the Plan Commission expires in 2023. 

He is willing to serve again for a 2023-2026 term. 

White moved to approve the appointments of Michael Norcross, Rebecca Stenberg, Woody McBride and Amy 

Frischmon for one year to the Room Tax Committee and Mike Donaghue to the Plan Commission for a 2023-26 

term, second by Lien, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Ordinance __ - Vacant Building Ordinance 

Council reviewed the latest iteration of the Vacant Building Ordinance and discussed some minor changes and 

additions. An adoption schedule will be added. Consent was given for Administrator West to work the attorney 

on a final draft for the July 31, 2023 Council meeting.  
 

ADJOURNMENT  

Lien moved to adjourn, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed at 8:55 pm. 
 

Kirk Anderson, Mayor                                                                                Sarah Jensen, City Clerk 


