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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting
July 25,2022 7:00 PM In Person and Via Zoom
City Hall, 710 HWY 35, St. Croix Falls, WI
CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm
on Monday, July 25, 2022 at City Hall in person and via zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call: Councilpersons Joe
Snyder, Shannon Donaghue, and Warren White were present in person. Craig Lien was absent. Also present in
person: Administrator Joel West and Clerk Sarah Jensen. Members of the public and press were present in person
and via zoom. All joined in the salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Donaghue moved to approve the minutes as amended for the Council Meeting of July 11, 2022, second by Snyder,
voice vote, motion passed.

REPORTS

Administrator West presented the June Public Works Report. The annual CMAR for the WWTP was completed.
Street light poles have been painted. Designated roads are prepped for microsurfacing and crews are preparing for
the new curb installation on Washington Street.

Librarian Su Leslie presented the Library Report. Average daily attendance has averaged 100 people/day. Both large
and small meeting rooms are being used regularly. They have had great participation in summer reading programs,
which will end August 8.

White shared an update from the PAT Commission’s last meeting on July 20, 2022. Polk County has $50,000
earmarked for mountain bike trail expansion and commission is considering the best use of these funds.
Administrator West presented an administration report. Work has begun for the t-liners on North Hamilton St. The
budget for 2023 will be coming, noting increases due to gas prices. Bathroom plans with the booster station at City
Hall are in progress as well.

Mayor Anderson presented a Mayor’s Report, thanking the Falls Chamber, Woody McBride and Genius of Fun
Events, city crew, and many volunteers for all of their hard work to make Wannigan Days a success. Mayor
Anderson invited residents to the Polk County Fair, July 28-31, 2022.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund: $41,128.35, Library Fund: $5,876.59, Capital Projects Fund: $21,807.50, Water Fund: $5,344.79,
Sewer Fund: $12,123.19, Sewer Replacement Fund: $22,757.83, Vehicle/Equipment Replacement Fund: $2,000.00.
White moved to approve claims, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, White, Donaghue, and Snyder voted aye,
motion passed.

PUBLIC HEARING

Ordinance 7-22 Amending Zoning Code Chapter 40 to Define and Allow Movable Tiny Homes by Conditional
Use Permit in Rural Development Zoning Districts

Donaghue moved to open the public hearing, second by Snyder, voice vote, motion passed. Council reviewed the
proposed ordinance. Tiny home would be less than 400 s.f., permanent, year-round residence, licensed and registered
with the DMV and meet ANSI requirements, towable, not to exceed 14 feet in length, look like a conventional
household structure, have double paned glass windows, connect to water, sewer and electricity, be anchored to the
ground and have skirting. They would be permitted in Rural Development districts as a conditional use permit and
community would be a minimum of 5 acres. A storm shelter or storm shelter plan would be required. Council also
discussed density of homes. Outdoor sheds, standards for public/private roads, and storm water management were
also noted as topics to address.

Public Comments:

Rhonda Kingery: asked where a community would be located and noted concerns over density. West explained that
they would be allowed in a Rural Development Zoning District but an applicant would need a conditional use
permit.

White moved to close the public hearing, second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
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Rhonda Kingery: questioned why dock lease concerns were being raised now, she would like aldermen to vote “with
people of the area”, noted there have been several ordinances recently, and questioned the time limit on public
comments.

Rick Anderson: provided statements on the April 12 settlement for 101, 107, and 136 N Washington St. and status of
work permits. Mayor Anderson noted that this issue is in litigation and would not be discussed by the Council.
Margaret Chism: stated concerns over animals being allowed in WalMart

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Request for Class B Beer and Class C Wine License for Be Wild Burgers at 406 S. Washington St.
Council discussed site and where beverages would be consumed.

White moved to approve a Class B Beer and Class C Wine license for Be Wild Burgers, second by Donaghue,
voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Request for Class A Beer and Class A Liquor License for Kwik Trip
Donaghue moved to approve a Class A Beer and Class A Liquor license for Kwik Trip, second by White, voice
vote, motion passed.

Consider Ordinance #7-22 Amending Zoning Code Chapter 40 to Define and Allow Movable Tiny Homes by
Conditional Use Permit in Rural Development Zoning Districts

White moved to approve ordinance 7-22 amending zoning code chapter 40 to define and allow movable tiny homes
by conditional use permit in rural development zoning districts with 2 changes: no more than 10 units/acre and
require a 50 ft buffer from adjoining land uses. Motion died due to lack of a second.

Donaghue moved to approve ordinance 7-22 amending zoning code chapter 40 to define and allow movable tiny
homes by conditional use permit in rural development zoning districts with amendment to change the number of
homes/acre from 15 to 12, second by Snyder, voice vote, Donaghue and Snyder voted yes, White voted nay, motion
carried.

Consider Ordinance #8-22 Amending for Renumbering Article 1, Section 26 of City Code-Offenses against state
law subject to forfeiture

White moved to approve ordinance #8-22 amending for renumbering article 1, section 26 of city code-offenses
against state law subject to forfeiture, second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Second Amendment to Water Tower and Land Lease Agreement at 903 Pine Street with
Cingular Wireless PCS

Cingular Wireless would like to extend the current lease, which expires on October 14, 2023. They propose to
extend the lease for five additional five-year terms starting at the end of the current lease in 2023. The city will
receive a 15% increase in the rent at the start of each new five-year term. Rates would be as follows--currently:
$18,446/year, 2023-2028: $21,213/year, 2028-2033: $24,395/year, 2033-2038: $28,054/year, 2038-2043:
$32,262/year.

Donaghue moved to accept the amendment to water tower and land lease agreement at 903 Pine Street with
Cingular Wireless PCS, second by Snyder, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Dock Licenses

Administrator West spoke with the Army Corp of Engineers regarding their permit renewal requirements. The
dock permits were originally issued with a special condition allowing their placement with a five-year time
limit. The city was informed dock licensees need to apply for new permits from the Army Corp of Engineers,
which could take up to 60 days. The city has not been provided any of these documents since 2005. Council
discussed the future of the dock lease program.

White moved to extend deadline for dock licensees to provide documentation from the Army Corp of Engineers
from the original date of July 27, 2022 another 60 days to September 27, 2022, second by Donaghue, voice
vote, motion passed.

Consider Closed Session Pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(g), conferring with legal counsel for the
governing body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved, specifically in regard
to buildings at 101, 107 and 136 N Washington St.
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Donaghue moved to enter closed session pursuant to state statute 19.85(1)(g), conferring with legal counsel for
the governing body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved, specifically in regard
to buildings at 101, 107 and 136 N Washington St., second by Snyder, roll call vote, Donaghue, Snyder, and
White voted aye, motion carried.

Reconvene in Open Session
White moved to reconvene in open session, second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed.

Action from Closed Session, in Any
No action taken. Council provided direction for Administrator regarding litigation on 101, 107, and 136 N
Washington Street.

ADJOURNMENT
Donaghue moved to adjourn, second by Snyder, voice vote, motion passed at 9:30 pm.

Kirk Anderson, Mayor Sarah Jensen, City Clerk



