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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING
JULY 27,2020 7:00 PM VIA ZOOM
CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35, ST CROIX FALLS WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at
7:00 pm on Monday, July 27, 2020, pursuant to due notice via Zoom. Roll Call: Councilpersons Jeff
Virchow, Warren White, Craig Lien and Joe Snyder were present. Also present: Clerk Bonita Leggitt,
Interim Administrator Joel West, Public Works Director Matt Larson, Library Director Su Leslie, Police
Chief Erin Murphy, the public and the press. All joined Salute to the Flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Jeff Virchow moved to approve the minutes of the July 13, 2020 Council Meeting, second by Craig Lien,
voice vote, motion passed.

REPORTS

Public Works Director Matt Larson presented the June Public Works Report.

Library Director Su Leslie presented the June Library Report, noting that with the heavy rains the Library
roof had leaked and that Fischer Roofer is being called in to look at it.

Jeff Virchow reported on the P.A.T. Commission Meeting.

Planning Commission Meeting was held July 20" via Zoom.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund $104,741.77, Library Fund $2,698.25, Water $24,181.55, Sewer $18,641.43, Room Tax $1,000.
Warren White moved to approve claims, second by Jeff Virchow, roll call vote, Warren White, Jeff
Virchow, Craig Lien and Joe Snyder voted aye, motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Jeff Allen: with the Mindy Creek Trail Races scheduled for August, have spoken with Health Department
regarding covid concerns and safety and will be limiting participants to 50 with registrations being
conducted online only. Masks will be required up to start of race, will have self-service aid stations set up
along the route with bottled water and packaged snacks, have moved the start/finish line to the Polk Co
Tourism Center. There will be no awards gathering following the race.

Scott Murdock: request that the City take action against Rick Anderson, owner of 3 downtown buildings.

NEW BUSINESS

Capital Improvement Planning

Council reviewed the vehicle replacement plan for Public Works, the Improvement Projects list for streets
and utilities, discussed debt service capacity and budgeting with goal of not raising taxes, of how the
future Simonson Rd project would work with the proposed Fairgrounds project, and the addition of a
welcome sign, River St Park and additional parking at Jerusalem Pond to the plan.

Consider Resolution Authorizing Interim Financing for Equipment and Capital Projects

To provide short term borrowing for equipment and projects until permanent Financing is in place.
Warren White moved to adopt Resolution #20-10 for Interim Financing, second by Jeff Virchow, roll call
vote, Warren White, Jeff Virchow, Joe Snyder and Craig Lien voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Accepting COPS Grant and Authorization to Sign Grant Documents

Chief Murphy: the Police Dept was approached by the School about a School Resource Officer, when this
grant program became available we applied and were one of the few to receive a grant. The School Board
has approved the grant and now it is up to the City Council. The grant would cover $125,000 of the costs
of the position over 3 years, the School and City would be required to fund it in full the 4™ year. This
officer would be an employee of the City.
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Jeff Virchow moved to accept the COPS Grant and to authorize signatures, second by Craig Lien, roll call
vote, Jeff Virchow, Craig Lien, Joe Snyder and Warren White voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Replacing Picnic Tables in City Parks

Picnic tables in parks around town are in need of replacement, some have been removed to the City Shop,
recommendation is to replace with aluminum tables utilizing Park Funds.

Warren White moved to direct the matter of replacing picnic tables to the Park, Arts and Trails
Commission, second by Jeff Virchow, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Sewer Rates and Existing Sewer Loan Covenants

With the Clean Water Fund Loan we are required to meet a debt service coverage ratio of 110%. In 2019
our ratio was 102%, we may need a 5% increase in sewer rates to become compliant. We will be doing a
projection of costs and revenues for 2020 to determine where we are at now.

Consider Purchase of ICE Tabulators for Future Elections

The ICE Tabulator and ballot marking machine has a list price of $8,440 per unit, if we order before
September 1% we can get a volume discount due to the amount of machines being purchased in Wisconsin
this year, the discounted price is $6,600. Although one machine could handle the number of voters we
have, it is recommended to have two machines. These 2 machines would replace the 3 Edge machines we
currently have. The new machines would be delivered sometime in December or January and can be
budgeted for and paid for in 2021, it may be possible to spread the purchase cost out over two years.
Warren White moved to authorize the purchase of 2 ICE Voting Machines to be paid for over two years
utilizing interim financing, second by Jeff Virchow, roll call vote, Warren White, Jeff Virchow, Craig
Lien and Joe Snyder voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Appointments to Committees, Commissions and Boards
None

Discuss how to Conduct Future Meetings in Time of Covid-19

Cases of Covid-19 are still increasing, Zoom is working out well and people have the option to join via
Zoom or watch the live feed on Facebook.

Warren White moved to carry on through August with Zoom.

Motion died due to lack of a second.

It was the consensus to continue with Zoom meetings for now.

CLOSED SESSION

Consider Entering Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1)(e) Deliberating or
negotiating the purchasing or sale of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting
other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed
session, specifically for the purpose of negotiating the sale of the Civic Auditorium

Jeff Virchow moved to enter Closed Session, second by Craig Lien, roll call vote, Jeff Virchow, Craig
Lien, Joe Snyder and Warren White voted aye, motion passed.

Reconvene in Open Session
Warren White moved to reconvene in Open Session, second by Craig Lien, voice vote, motion passed.

Action from Closed Session, if Any
The City is moving forward with sale of Auditorium and a developers agreement.

ADJOURNMENT
Craig Lien moved to adjourn, second by Joe Snyder, voice vote, motion passed. 8:53 pm.

Kirk Anderson, Mayor Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk
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