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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING
JULY 30, 2018, 7:00 PM
CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35
ST CROIX FALLS WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Arnie Carlson called a regular meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:06
pm on Monday, July 30, 2018, pursuant to due notice. Roll Call: Councilpersons Chris Chelberg, Kirk
Anderson, Joy Zasadny and Brent Waak were present. Also present Clerk Bonita Leggitt, Public Works
Director Matt Larson, the public and the press. All joined Salute to the Flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Joy Zasadny moved to approve the Minutes of the July 9, 2018 Council Meeting, second by Chris Chelberg,
voice vote, motion passed.

REPORTS

Public Works Director Matt Larson presented the June 2018 Public Works Report.

The Minutes of the July 16, 2018 Plan Commission Meeting were presented to Council.

Joy Zasadny: the online property auction ended July 10", one bidder purchased all 3 properties listed.

Chris Chelberg: Public Works Board met prior to this meeting, discussed water supply, backup generators, and
sidewalk pavers.

Mayor Carlson: we had a purchaser for river front property but his plan for developing the property wouldn’t
work at that location, the difficulty is getting DNR approval. We looked at paying back the note used for the
Civic Auditorium project, upon review and discussions with the auditor and financial advisors we will not be
paying it off at this time due to the impact on the TIF.

Meg Luhrs, Centennial Committee: we had a booth at Wannigan Days set up in front of the Auditorium,
collected some small donations, we are looking at options for starting the renovation project with funds on
hand. Regarding a referendum on the Auditorium project, City Councils going back to 2004 have supported the
project, over time the public has been involved and heard.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund $23,917.34, Library Fund $1,918.04, TIF Fund $1,750.00, Water $3,774.85, Sewer $10,074.63, Room
Tax $205.00, Centennial Committee $22.00, Sewer Replacement Fund $39,978.14

Joy Zasadny moved to approve claims, second by Kirk Anderson, roll call vote, Joy Zasadny, Kirk Anderson,
Brent Waak and Chris Chelberg voted aye, motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Jon Cermin: we have a great library anchoring one end of town, would like another at north end in the form of
the Civic Auditorium, we need a vibrant downtown.

Leif Bjornson: thanked City Employees, Woody McBride and volunteers for work on Wannigan Days, was a
great event. Suggested including recycling bins downtown for next years’ Wannigan Days.

Debra Kravig: street signs in Valley View Estates need fixing, will City be taking care of them? (private road,
not City’s street)

NEW BUSINESS

Consider “Adopt a View Project” for Removal of Invasive Species and Clean up Along the St Croix River
Shoreline within the City

Marilyn Brisset-Kruger: propose an event to clean up invasive vegetation along the shoreline on City property,
looking for volunteers to help and asking City to pick up brush afterwards.

Brent Waak questioned if there were liability on the City and if the DNR and NPS would have any concerns.
Public Works Employee Jerry Brisson has met with DNR about removal of invasives in the past.

Chris Chelberg moved to proceed with the Adopt a View proposal in Gaylord Nelson Park, second by Joy
Zasadny, voice vote, motion passed, Brent Waak voted nay.
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Consider Approval of O’Reilly Auto Parts Site Plan

The Plan Commission recommends approval of the O’Reilly Auto Parts site plans with contingencies.
O’Reilly’s just submitted responses today, it was noted on last page of O’Reilly’s letter that they agree to meet
all the Plan Commission’s requirements. They are waiting for the DOT’s response on the lighting question.
Joy Zasadny moved to table consideration of O’Reilly plans to the next meeting to allow time to review their
responses to Plan Commission’s concerns. Motion died due to lack of a second.

Chris Chelberg moved to approve O’Reilly Auto Parts Site Plan contingent upon DOT review of lighting,
second by Brent Waak, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Proposal for Municipal Court Attorney Services

Tim Laux is the Prosecuting Attorney for Municipal Court, he is retiring and has submitted his letter of
resignation along with recommendations for replacement. We have a proposal from Attorney Moria Ludvigson,
she was the top recommendation to fill the position.

Brent Waak moved to approve Moria Ludvigson as Attorney for Municipal Court, second by Kirk Anderson,
roll call vote, Brent Waak, Kirk Anderson, Chris Chelberg and Joy Zasadny voted aye, motion passed.

Options for Civic Auditorium: Put Question of Renovating the Civic Auditorium to Referendum; Review
Project Options Based upon Funds Available

Joy Zasadny: as the project evolves and changes, would be fair to put to referendum to ask residents their
opinion on the matter, would be a non-binding referendum to learn how constituents view the project. Would
like to know if citizens support this project.

Chris Chelberg: need to hear from more than just the project supporters.

Kirk Anderson: this has been under City consideration for 10 plus years, feels that this Council has pitted itself
against the project, without city support the project will fail. We need to move forward with project and we
need a new lease agreement. We have been voted in to represent the public. We will never have this
opportunity to infuse TIF Funds again. Want to give people working on this project a fair chance to succeed.
Brent Waak: City has supported project, problem is gap in funding. A referendum would confuse the issue.
Centennial Committee has till end of year to raise the funds.

Joy Zasadny moved to go forward with a referendum on November Election, second by Chris Chelberg, roll
call vote, Joy Zasadny and Chris Chelberg voted aye, Kirk Anderson and Brent Waak voted nay, tie vote,
Mayor Carlson voted nay, motion failed.

The CDA has $2,794,694 on hand, there is $982,300 in grant funds, $40,921 in donations received and
$109,424 in pledges, totaling $3,927,339 for the project at this time. options are to proceed with full project,
move forward with renovation and just the shell of the addition, or to renovated the existing building only.
Danette Olsen is contacting the architect to get information on costs if we were to do the addition as a shell
only. Other options would be to sell the building or tear it down.

Re-Activation of Park and Rec Committee

The 2017 Audit shows that there is about $15,000 in Park Fund.

Joy Zasadny: we should re-activate the Park & Rec Committee to review work needed in the various parks and
recommend projects to the City.

Chris Chelberg: we should refer the question to the Plan Commission and ask them to create guide lines for it.

ADJOURNMENT
Chris Chelberg moved to adjourn, second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed. 9:15 pm.

Arnie Carlson, Mayor Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk



