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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING 

JULY 8, 2019, 7:00 PM 
CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35 

ST CROIX FALLS WI 
                 
                                        
 

CALL TO ORDER                                         
Mayor Arnie Carlson called a regular meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at 
7:00 pm on Monday, July 8, 2019, pursuant to due notice.  Roll Call: Councilpersons Kirk Anderson, Jeff 
Virchow and Warren White were present. Joy Zasadny was absent.  Also present Administrator Bob 
Kazmierski, Clerk Bonita Leggitt, Police Chief Erin Murphy, Fire Chief Mike Dorsey, the public and the 
press. All joined Salute to the Flag. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Warren White moved to approve the Minutes of the June 24, 2019 Closed Council Meeting, second by 
Jeff Virchow, voice vote, motion passed. 
Kirk Anderson moved to approve the Regular June 24, 2019 Council Meeting Minutes, second by Warren 
White, voice vote, motion passed. 
Warren White noted that following the last Council Meeting discussion on a Parks, Arts and Trail 
Commission that he was contacted by the Snowmobile Club and they asked to be kept in mind too.  
 

REPORTS 
Police Chief Erin Murphy presented the June 2019 Police Report. It was noted that the department has 
now surpassed 50% of the funds needed to be raised for a k9 unit.   
Fire Chief Mike Dorsey presented the June 2019 Fire Dept Report. 
Administrator Bob Kazmierski presented the June 2019 Library Report.  
Mayor Carlson: met with the Friends of the Civic Auditorium and an MOU has been drafted. We need to 
acknowledge the Police Department and their efforts to protect the community, reported on the donations 
to the Civic Auditorium project, donations total more than $632,000, primarily from Corporations and 
Foundations, just 3% of funds raised are from city residents.  
 

 APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 
General Fund $49,648.88, Library Fund $2,610.08, Water $7,882.64, Sewer $18,832.42, Room Tax 
$5,675.00, Centennial Committee $30.00  
Kirk Anderson moved to approve claims, second by, roll call vote, Kirk Anderson, Warren White and Jeff 
Virchow voted aye, motion passed. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Irene Bugge: the donor from California to the Auditorium Project is a former City resident, many non-
residents value the Civic Auditorium. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Consider Final Proposals for Codification Services  
Kirk Anderson moved to postpone consideration of codification services to the August 12 Council 
Meeting, second by Warren White, voice vote, motion passed. 
 
Consider Seating the Parks, Arts and Trails Commission as a Standing Committee Pursuant to 
State Statute 27.08 
City Code would need to be amended to make the Parks, Arts and Trails Commission a standing 
committee.  It was discussed that a 7 member commission would be more sustainable than 9. 
Jeff Virchow moved to seat the Parts, Arts and Trails Commission as a standing committee pursuant to 
state statutes and to amend City Codes for that purpose, second by Warren White, voice vote, passed. 
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Update on Strategic Planning Initiative and Next Steps  
Council discussed the result of the questioner that they had filled out and how the sub-committee for 
strategic planning should be made up and how many members there should be, general consensus was 
that the committee be comprised of the full council plus 1, with ‘guest’ department heads invited.  
Creating the Strategic Plan was estimated to be a 6 to 12 month process.  A city wide public survey is 
proposed and could be posted on the city’s website also.  
   
NEW BUSINESS                    
Jeff Virchow moved to put Agenda Item 7c ahead of Item 7b, second by Warren White, voice vote, 
motion passed. 
 
Presentation of Contract Details Between the City and Edina Realty Regarding Listing the Civic 
Auditorium, 210 N Washington St    
Shari Steele, Edina Realty: City has a listing contract with Edina Realty for 210 N Washington St, having 
property on the market doesn’t hurt the city.  The City has the right to terminate the contract but it is not a 
unilateral decision, the broker has the right to accept termination or to declare breach of contract, a breach 
occurs if you make a deal for the building without the broker.  
Kirk Anderson: idea was that it may be best for the City to maintain ownership of the building to go with 
original plan to renovate the building. 
Jeff Virchow: deciding to not sell the building was the first step, second step is to contact the broker. 
 
Consider Override of Mayoral Veto of Council Action to Remove the Civic Auditorium from its 
Current ‘For Sale’ Status      
Council discussed the Mayor’s reasons for vetoing the action to take the auditorium off the market, stating 
they did not believe they had violated the contract and that having the building listed for sale would make 
working with the Friends of the Civic Auditorium more difficult.   
Warren White moved to override the Mayor’s veto of the action to remove the auditorium from its for sale 
status, second by Jeff Virchow, roll call vote, Warren White, Jeff Virchow and Kirk Anderson voted aye, 
motion passed.        
 
Consider Memorandum of Understanding Between the City and the Friends of the Civic 
Auditorium 
Mayor Carlson: the MOU allows the City to renovate the existing building with no addition and transfer 
control of the building via a triple net lease. 
Bill Ties: triple net lease would make the Friends of the Civic Auditorium (FCA) responsible for building 
although the City would still own it, the FCA would lease out the building and handle all aspects of 
operations including a Payment in Lieu of taxes.  MOU is first step, next step will be the lease.   
Council should review the proposed MOU and provide feedback to the Administrator.         
 
Consider Sanitary Sewer Assessments Serving the West Side of N Washington St Between 
Kentucky St and Overlook Park   
Warren White had prepared a map of the project area with options for how sewer service could be laid out 
along with estimated costs.  If sewer lines are relocated we will have to have plan reviewed by the DNR.  
Should schedule a Public Hearing and get engineering plans made up and sent to the DNR. 
Warren White moved to schedule a Public Hearing for Special Assessments for Sewer Service, second by 
Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed.   
 
Consider an Event Permit for Overnight Usage of the Lions Park Oct 17 to 19, 2019  
Julie Peterson: nation wide worship and prayer event for Oct 17 to 19, would set up tent in Lions Park for 
overnight use, only food would be for worship teams, not the public.   
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The Police Dept has reviewed the Event Application and has no objections. 
Warren White moved to approve Event Permit for Awaken the Dawn, second by Kirk Anderson, voice 
vote, motion passed.   
 
Consider a Temporary Class B Beer and Wine License for the Rotary Club for Wannigan Days 
Kirk Anderson moved to approve a Temporary Class B Beer and Wine License for the Rotary Club for 
Wannigan Days, second by Jeff Virchow, voice vote, Warren White abstained as he is a Rotary member, 
motion passed. 
 
Introduction of Resolution to Vacate a Portion of Wisconsin St Between Blocks 83 and 92 
The City has received a request to vacate that portion of Wisconsin St between blocks 83 and 92. 
Warren White moved to set a Public Hearing before the Plan Commission for August 19, 2019, second by 
Jeff Virchow, voice vote, motion passed.     
 
CLOSED SESSION 
Consider Entering Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1)(g), conferring with 
legal counsel for the governing body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become 
involved, specifically in Regards to Litigation with Menards for Assessed Values 
Kirk Anderson moved to Entering Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1)(g), 
conferring with legal counsel for the governing body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to 
become involved, specifically in Regards to Litigation with Menards for Assessed Values, second by 
Warren White, roll call vote, Kirk Anderson, Warren White and Jeff Virchow voted aye, passed. 
 
Kirk Anderson moved to reconvene in open session, second by Warren White, voice vote, passed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Kirk Anderson moved to adjourn, second by Jeff Virchow, voice vote, motion passed.  10:25 pm. 
 
Arnie Carlson, Mayor                                                                                Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk 
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