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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING
AUGUST 12, 2019, 6:00 PM
CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35
ST CROIX FALLS WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Arnie Carlson called a regular meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at
6:04 pm on Monday, August 12, 2019, pursuant to due notice. Roll Call: Councilpersons Kirk Anderson,
Joy Zasadny, Jeff Virchow and Warren White were present. Also present Administrator Bob Kazmierski,
Clerk Bonita Leggitt, Police Chief Erin Murphy, Library Director Su Leslie, Public Works Director Matt
Larson, the public and the press. All joined Salute to the Flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Joy Zasadny moved to approve the Minutes of the July 8, 2019 Regular and Closed Council Meeting, and
of the July 28, 2019 Board of Public Works Meeting, second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion
passed.

REPORTS

Police Chief Erin Murphy presented the July 2019 Police Report. Chief Murphy and Sargent Cockroft
presented Officer Mariakis with an award in recognition of his response to a medical assistance call on
June 1, 2019 where he controlled bleeding till EMS arrived.

Mayor Carlson presented the St Croix Falls Police and Fire Departments with a Certificate of
Appreciation and recognized the many individuals who assisted in response to a vehicle accident and
resulting vehicle fire on Hwy 87 on July 22, 2019 where the occupant was trapped in the vehicle.

The July 2019 Fire Dept Report was available for Council information.

Library Director Su Leslie presented the July 2019 Library Report.

Public Works Director Matt Larson presented the June Public Works Report.

Mayor Carlson: have been meeting with the Friends of the Civic Auditorium to work on an agreement.
The Lions Club has thanked the City for its support over Wannigan Days, the Osceola Community
Church group spent a day at White Pine Park painting the warming house and pavilion.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund $181,062.38, Library Fund $419.96 Park & Rec Fund $920.00, TIF Fund $1,300.00, Water
$10,535.17, Sewer $24,211.72, Room Tax $1,145.00, Sewer Replacement Fund $5,177.64

Joy Zasadny moved to approve claims, second by Warren White, roll call vote, Joy Zasadny, Warren
White, Kirk Anderson and Jeff Virchow voted aye, motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Kathy Lucken: thanked City for support of Fish Hatchery Anniversary Event and directional signage.
Richard Anderson: at the last Council meeting there was a discussion about lateral installations on N
Washington St, | had already installed two services, was told City didn’t require permit if it didn’t go into
the street, then at meeting it was said | should have pulled a permit. | did have Matt Larson come out and
inspect the 2 service lines. Would like to see meetings recorded.

OLD BUSINESS

Presentation by Municode on Recodification Services (James Bonneville — Municode)

James Bonneville: Municode is a family owned business that has been around for 68 years. We would
conduct a legal review of all codes to check for compliance with the state, we would look for outdated
ordinances, duplications, conflicts, sunset provisions and stream line the code as much as possible. We
would recommend removal of what isn’t used and make codes enforceable. The cost of service could be
spread out over two budget cycles. Will include 6 months of muncidoc feature in the proposal.
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Consider Final Proposals for Codification Services

With option to spread cost over two years we have some flexibility to get this started. The difference
between Municode ($10,305) and General Code ($15,500) proposals is cost and our staff time.

Joy Zasadny moved to accept proposal of Municode for recodification services, second by Jeff Virchow,
roll call vote, Joy Zasadny, Jeff Virchow, Warren White and Kirk Anderson voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Preliminary Resolution Declaring Intent to Levy Special Assessments for Sewer main
Connections on West Side of N Washington Street

Plans for option #4 have been completed, bids were due in today. Once the engineer report is completed a
Public Hearing will be scheduled.

Joy Zasadny moved to adopt Resolution #19-09, declaring intent to levy special assessments along west
side of N Washington St, second by Warren White, voice vote, motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Bid Proposals for Water Meter Replacement per Annual Rotation Schedule

Between requests for deduct meters and normal replacement of older meters our supply of meters on
hands is low, thus prompting the need to order 50 meters and associated connectors for $13,930.00.
Warren White moved to approve the purchase of meters, second by Joy Zasadny, roll call vote, Warren
White, Joy Zasadny, Kirk Anderson and Jeff Virchow voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Cross Connection Renewal Proposal by Hydro Corp

Renewal of contract for Hydro Corp to conduct commercial and industrial cross connection inspections.
Joy Zasadny moved to approve renewal of contract with Hydro Corp, second by Jeff Virchow, roll call
vote, Joy Zasadny, Jeff Virchow, Kirk Anderson and Warren White voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Board of Public Works’ Recommendation and Resolution for Borrowing from the Water
Utility Fund for Loader-Backhoe Replacement

The Public Works Board has recommended the purchase of a Cat 440 loader/backhoe for $130,000, less
trade in of $50,000 for the wheel loader, less funds available in VVehicle Replacement Fund and sale of
some miscellaneous equipment leaving a balance of $42,500 to be financed via a loan from our Water
Utility at 2% interest. Future annual payments to come out of the Vehicle Replacement Fund.

Joy Zasadny moved to adopt Resolution #19-10, authorizing the borrowing of funds from the Water
Utility Fund for the purchase of a backhoe/loader, second by Kirk Anderson, roll call vote, Joy Zasadny,
Kirk Anderson, Jeff Virchow and Warren White voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Event Application for Home Coming Bon Fire and Parade

Heidi Marks: request authorization for Homing Coming bonfire on Sept 26 and parade on Sept 27.

Joy Zasadny moved to approve the bonfire and parade for Home Coming pending review by the Police
Chief, second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Event Application for a 5k Walk/Run Fundraiser for Jordan Braun

A fund raiser to support Jordan Braun following the July 22, 2019 vehicle accident and fire.

Joy Zasadny moved to approve a 5k Walk/Run Fundraiser Event, second by Warren White, voice vote,
motion passed.

Consider Request by Walmart to Amend the Premises Description on Alcohol License to Include
Portion of Parking Lot for Pickup of Alcohol

Walmart has requested an amendment to the premises description on their alcohol license to include a
portion of the parking lot used for pickup of on-line sales so as to include alcohol. Walmart also shared
the policy they have in place for how such transactions would be handled.

Those who have used the current pickup service found it to be handled professionally.

It was noted that former Councilperson, now County Sheriff, Brent Waak had concerns about the proposal
and voted against it last year.
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Joy Zasadny moved to postpone the request to the September 9, 2019 Council Meeting, second by Warren
White, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Application for a Temporary Class B Beer and Wine License for RibFest on August 24,
2019 by the Falls Chamber of Commerce

Joy Zasadny moved to approve a Temporary Class B Beer and Wine License for the Falls” Chamber
RibFest Event on August 24, 2019, second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to Sign Deed to Replace a Similar Deed from 1985 that
Apparently was Not filed (910 Pine St)

Although the owners have been paying property taxes on 910 Pine St for years, no deed can be located on
file at the register of deeds office. It is requested that the City approve a replacement deed for filing.
Kirk Anderson moved to authorize the Mayor and Clerk to sign the replacement deed, second by Joy
Zasadny, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider a Resolution Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to Sign Closing Documents to Sell Excess
City Land to Adjoining Property Owner on East Side of N Adams St

Warren White moved to remove Agenda item 7i, sale of excess land, second by Kirk Anderson, voice
vote, motion passed.

Consider an Ordinance Amending Chapter 1 of the City Code Book to Create a Parks, Arts and
Trails Commission (Jeff Virchow)

Jeff Virchow moved to adopt Ordinance #2-19, Creating the Parks, Arts and Trails Commission with the
removal of “non-motorized” and addition of Statutory Language, second by Warren White, voice vote,
motion passed.

Discussion and Review of Chapter 10 Nuisance Ordinance Modifications (Joy Zasadny)

Joy Zasadny: proposed code rewrite includes suggestions of Robert Barbian and simplified language,
looking for feedback from Council.

Council discussed sending it to Municode as we have just agreed to have them recodify our ordinances
and whether the softer language was enforceable.

Discussion of Ordinance Enforcement Options and the Development of a Uniform Process

When Consultant Robert Barbian made his recommendations for updating the nuisance and zoning codes,
he also recommended having a third party do code enforcement.

Current process is complaint driven, a more pro-active approach would be to actively pursue violators,
usually by an enforcement officer who would also do code education. It is not a popular position and can
be costly to implement. Another alternative is to assign the mayor and a council representative to
responds to complaints with a visit followed up with a letter and if that isn’t successful would be turned
over to prosecutor. Attorney Paul Mahler is willing to come and talk about enforcement processes.

Consider Appointments to Committees, Commissions and Boards
Warren White moved to confirm the appointment of Darrell Anderson to the Police Committee, second by
Joy Zasadny, voice vote, motion passed.

ADJOURNMENT
Joy Zasadny moved to adjourn, second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed. 9:30 pm.

Arnie Carlson, Mayor Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk
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