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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting
August 12,2024 5:00 PM In Person and via Zoom
City Hall, 710 Hwy 35, St. Croix Falls, WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 5:00 pm
on Monday, August 12, 2024 at City Hall in person and via Zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call:
Councilpersons Warren White, Craig Lien, Shannon Donaghue and Dan Campbell were present in person. Also
present in person: Administrator Joel West and Clerk Sarah Jensen. All joined in the salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Lien moved to approve the minutes of the Council Meeting of July 29, 2024 and Special Council Meeting of
August 8, 2024, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

REPORTS

Chief Murphy was present via Zoom for the July Police Report. It was noted that there were 13 drug related
arrests and 12 theft arrests. Officer Jacobs will complete his last training shift tonight. With his addition, the
department will be fully staffed. All patrol cars are in good condition.

Council reviewed the July Fire Department Report. Most calls were first responder calls. There was also a call
for a down power line.

Administrator West provided an administration update. The final payment on the booster station has been
made for $48,977.29. A credit of $6,969.47 was negotiated. West shared quotes that have been received for
two “No Hunting” signs for the WERT Preserve. The lowest qualified bid is from Linda Shober for $275 and
made from 3M Dibond material. Quotes were also received for restoration of the River Spirit base, which has
deteriorated. West proposed to utilize Layers of Stone with the lowest bid of $3,500.

Council reviewed the July Building Permits Report. There were 13 permits issued with a total value of
$13,306,038.75, including seven new commercial buildings. Year to date, there have been 42 permits issued
with a total value of $15,211,246.94.

Councilperson White shared an update from the PAT Commission. They have had discussions on the WERT
signage and restoration of the River Spirit sculpture. There was a successful ribbon cutting ceremony at
Interstate Park. The PAT will meet again the last Wednesday of August.

Polk County Board Supervisor Sharon Kelly shared an update from the Polk County Board. Public Safety is their
#1 priority, and they have implemented many updates with security and equipment to aide in this. Priority #2
is reducing substance abuse. Steps they have taken to address this issue are alcohol compliance checks and
possible implementation of a family recovery court. Priority #3 is to expand broadband access. They have
received a grant to help facilitate the expansion. Priority #4 is to invest in parks, recreation and tourism. They
have invested in updates to D.D. Kennedy Park, Sterling ATV Park, Clam Falls Dam, restrooms at St. Croix Falls
trailhead and the Grandstand at the Polk County Fairgrounds. Priority #6 is supporting housing initiatives. They
are developing partnerships with builders for financing with zero interest. Priority #6 is improving
infrastructure around roads. There is work being done at the recycling center. All updates on the government
center are complete.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund: $138,966.36, Library Fund: $3,353.49, Debt Service Fund: $219,465.64, Civic Auditorium
Project: $537.00, Capital Projects Funds: $363,977.77, Water Fund: $14,206.28, Sewer Fund: $17,871.77,
Sewer Replacement Fund: $1,800.00
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White moved to approve claims, second by Campbell, roll call vote, White, Campbell, Lien and Donaghue
voted aye, motion passed.

Public Comments:
None

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Resolution 24-12 Community Development Investment Grant for Development at 136 North
Washington Street

Council reviewed a resolution to authorize staff to submit an application for a Wisconsin Economic
Development Corporation Community Development Investment Grant on behalf of Larry Tran, owner of 136 N
Washington Street. The program is designed to support community redevelopment efforts by providing
financial incentives for imminent projects with an emphasis on revitalization and downtown community driven
efforts. Tran plans to build a restaurant on the property and a development agreement is in place. The
required local match for the grant will be satisfied by the private investment of Mr. Tran.

Campbell moved to approve Resolution 24-12 for submission of the Community Development Investment
Grant for development at 136 N Washington Street, second by Lien, voice vote, all voted aye, motion carried.

Consider Sale of Fire Engine 1998 FL80

Council reviewed an agreement between the City of St. Croix Falls and the City of Harris to purchase Fire
Engine 1998 for $50,000. Harris will pay $10,000 down, then an additional $15,000 and proof of insurance to
receive the fire truck and pay the final $25,000 within the next eight months.

Lien moved to approve the sale of Fire Engine 1998 to the City of Harris for $50,000 per the terms agreed
upon, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion carried.

Consider Alcohol License Application for 210 Civic LLC

Council reviewed an application for a Class B Beer and Liquor license for 210 Civic LLC, dba The Historic
Auditorium at 210 N Washington Street.

Donaghue moved to approve the Class B Beer and Liquor license for 210 Civic LLC, second by Campbell, voice
vote, all voted aye, motion carried.

Consider Resolution 24-13 Providing for the Sale of Approximately $2,375,000 General Obligation
Promissory Notes, Series 2024A

Sean Lentz, Ehlers Financial Advisors, was present to share information regarding 2024 Capital Projects
Borrowing. General Obligation debt is limited by State law to 5% of the City’s equalized value, which is $16.8
million as of 2024. The City currently has less than $8.5 million in outstanding G.O. debt. The levy from current
projects is projected to remain approximately $360,000 from 2026-2043. New projects and financing will be
stacked on top of current debt. 2024 Capital Project borrowing includes a fire truck (5657,300), booster station
($325,000), North Hamilton Street ($260,000), Capital Equipment Fund ($145,000), sludge tank sealing
(5106,000) Civic Auditorium ($75,000), street improvements ($60,000), HVAC for the Baker Building ($25,000)
and new tasers and mobile squad computer for the police ($35,000). The City would also repay interim
financing G.O. Note and State Trust Fund Loan, bringing the total projected 2024 G.O. Notes to $1,785,000.
Interest rate is estimated to be 4.43%. The levy would increase from $316,000 in 2024 to $443,000 in 2025.
Projections show a decrease in the mill rate, resulting in no tax increase for residents. The City could close on
the borrowing on October 15, 2024.

White moved to approve Resolution 24-13 Providing for the Sale of Approximately $2,375,000 General
Obligation Promissory Notes, Series 2024A, second by Lien, roll call vote, White, Lien, Campbell and Donaghue
voted aye, motion carried.

Consider Appointments to Committees, Boards and Commissions
None
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Consider Entering Closed Session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(c) considering employment, promotion,
compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body
has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility, specifically for the Deputy City Administrator position who will
assume the Administrator position after the current City Administrator retires.

Lien moved to enter closed session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(c) considering employment, promotion,
compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has
jurisdiction or exercises responsibility, specifically for the Deputy City Administrator position who will assume
the Administrator position after the current City Administrator retires, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien,
Donaghue, Campbell and White all voted aye, motion passed.

Reconvene in Open Session
Lien moved to reconvene in open session, second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed.

Action from Closed Session, if Any

Council interviewed three candidates for the Deputy City Administrator position. There is a top candidate that
the Council would like to negotiate with for a contract and make an offer for the position of Deputy City
Administrator. Council directed Administrator West to complete a background check on the candidate and
negotiate a contract to bring back to Council for review.

ADJOURNMENT
Lien moved to adjourn, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed at 7:08 pm.

Kirk Anderson, Mayor Sarah Jensen, City Clerk



