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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
MINUTES OF THE COMMON COUNCIL MEETING
AUGUST 26, 2019, 7:00 PM
CITY HALL, 710 HWY 35
ST CROIX FALLS WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Arnie Carlson called a meeting of the City of St Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm on
Monday, August 26, 2019, pursuant to due notice. Roll Call: Councilpersons Kirk Anderson, Warren White
and Jeff Virchow were present, Joy Zasadny was absent. Also present: Administrator Bob Kazmierski, Clerk
Bonita Leggitt, Public Works Director Matt Larson, the public and the press. All joined Salute to the Flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Kirk Anderson moved to approve the Minutes of the August 12, 2019 Council Meeting, second by Warren
White, voice vote, motion passed.

REPORTS

Public Works Director Matt Larson presented the July 2019 Public Works Report.

Plan Commission Meeting Minutes of August 19, 2019 were presented for Council’s information.

Meg Luhrs reported on the Centennial Committee meeting held August 22, 2019.

Mayor Carlson reported that he and Administrator Kazmieski have been working with the Friends of the Civic
Auditorium.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund $14,409.48, Library Fund $8,336.32, Debt Service $210,802.00, TIF Fund $1,258.00, Water
$1,631.06, Sewer $4,092.57

Kirk Anderson moved to approve claims except for the repair invoice for the River Spirit Sculpture, second by
Jeff Virchow, roll call vote, Kirk Anderson, Jeff Virchow and Warren White voted aye, motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Rick Anderson: the public should be given the opportunity to review and comment on the proposed agreement
with the Friends Group for the Auditorium prior to Council’s approving the agreement.

Leif Bjornson: theater performances and music events down town are investments in our community that
brings value to our community, as did the construction of the Overlook Deck. Thanked everyone involved with
supporting the rehabilitation of the Auditorium.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Plan Commission Recommendation for a Conditional Use Permit for Outdoor Seating for Trap
Rock Brewing, 520 Blanding Woods Road

The Plan Commission held a Public Hearing on the request for a CUP for Outdoor Seating for Trap Rock
Brewing and recommended approval with 4 conditions, a one year term, no amplified sound outdoors after
5pm, a 9:30pm closing time for the outdoor seating area and maintenance of the vegetative screening. Pros:
stimulating new business and bringing people to town. Cons: increased traffic and noise.

Warren White moved to approve a CUP for Trap Rock Brewing for a one year term with no amplified sound
after 5 pm, a 9:30 pm closing time for outdoor seating area and maintenance of vegetative screening, second by
Jeff Virchow, voice vote, motion passed.

Consider Resolution to Vacate a Portion of Wisconsin Street

The Plan Commission held a Public Hearing on August 19, 2019 and recommended vacating that portion of
Wisconsin St laying west of N Hamilton St. the street in question lies between the Rock Pile Development and
John Lee’s property. If vacated half the right of way would go to the property owner on either side. Mr. Lee is
willing to deed his half of the vacated row to the Rock Pile in exchange for the City granting him the excess row
along Hamilton St where his garage sits.

Warren White moved to adopt Resolution #19-11, Vacating a portion of Wisconsin St, second by Jeff Virchow,
roll call vote, Warren White, Jeff Virchow and Kirk Anderson voted aye, motion passed.
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Consider Approval of WEA Trust Small Group Health Insurance Plan

The current HSA health insurance plan with Medica would renew Sept 1% with a 15% increase in premiums and
an increase to the deductible. The West Wisconsin Municipal Consortium is comprised of multiple
municipalities to purchase health insurance through the WEA State Plan at a group rate. Going with the
consortium plan will result in a 12% reduction in premiums and lower deductibles. It is a two year commitment
to join the consortium.

Warren White moved to approve switching health insurance to the WEA Plan through the Consortium, second
by Kirk Anderson, roll call vote, Warren White, Kirk Anderson and Jeff Virchow voted aye, motion passed.

Consider Appointments to Boards, Commissions and Committees

Jeff Virchow moved to confirm the appointments of Alicia Fisk, Paul Kuhlmann, Michelle Carlisle, Marc
Gilker, Steve Swanson and Jack Marchese to the Parks, Arts and Trails Commission, second by Warren White,
voice vote, motion passed.

Warren White suggested that Interstate Park and the Polk Co Snowmobile Club be Corresponding Members of
the Parks, Arts and Trails Commission.

Discussion on Letter of Intent and Triple Net Lease for the Civic Auditorium Renovation Project

Bill Ties, Friends of the Civic Auditorium: Document #1 is the letter of intent, Document #2 is the lease and the
third document is key points for discussion and negotiation. The documents are non-binding at this stage, if
approved they would be merged into a legal document and brought back for approval. The key points for
negotiations are: total amount of funds available for the project, rent or public restrooms in lieu of rent, PILOT
schedule, and term of lease.

CLOSED SESSION

Consider Entering Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1) (e) Deliberating or
negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other
specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session,
Specifically for the purpose of Negotiating with the Friends of the Civic Auditorium.

Warren White moved to enter Closed Session Pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1) (e) Deliberating or
negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified
public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session, Specifically for the
purpose of negotiating with the Friends of the Civic Auditorium, second by Kirk Anderson, roll call vote,
Warren White, Kirk Anderson and Jeff Virchow voted aye, motion passed.

Reconvene in Open Session
Warren White moved to reconvene in open session, second by Kirk Anderson, voice vote, motion passed.

Action from Closed Session, if Any

Kirk Anderson moved to approve the Letter of Intent and Term sheet and to authorized the Mayor to sign the
documents, second by Jeff Virchow, roll call vote, Kirk Anderson, Jeff Virchow and Warren White voted aye,
motion passed.

ADJOURNMENT
Kirk Anderson moved to adjourn, second by Warren White, voice vote, motion passed. 10:45 pm.

Arnie Carlson, Mayor Bonita Leggitt, City Clerk
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