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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS 
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting 

August 26, 2024    7:00 PM    In Person and via Zoom 
City Hall, 710 Hwy 35, St. Croix Falls, WI 

 

CALL TO ORDER                                         
Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00 pm 
on Monday, August 26, 2024 at City Hall in person and via Zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call: 
Councilpersons Warren White, Craig Lien, Shannon Donaghue and Dan Campbell were present in person. Also 
present in person: Administrator Joel West, Public Works Director Matt Larson, Library Director Su Leslie and 
Clerk Sarah Jensen. All joined in the salute to the flag. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Lien moved to approve the minutes of the Council Meeting of August 12, 2024, second by Donaghue, voice 
vote, all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

REPORTS 
Public Works Director Matt Larson was present for the July Report. The crew mowed ditches, flushed fire 
hydrants, installed new handicap parking signs and posts downtown. They also installed maglocks, baby 
changing tables and a drinking foundation at the Overlook restrooms. Alleys were graded and trees cut that 
were blocking the view of the downtown sign on Hwy 8. Several days were spent on Wannigan Days setup and 
teardown. They completed a deep clean of the streets that were microsurfaced, removing grass and weeds 
from cracks. The old black drop was removed from the driveway at Lions Park. They repaired a watermain 
break on N Madison Street.  
 

Library Director Su Leslie was present to share the Library Report. Summer programming was successful and is 
winding down. They will have a Family Night this Friday during Music on the Overlook. The MORE Library 
System Passport Program ends August 31. The program drew numerous people from out of town to the 
library. The summer youth program in collaboration with the Dresser library was very well attended. Fall Story 
Time will begin in September. Plans are being made for students during the October 18 School Inservice Day.  
 

Councilperson White shared that the PAT Commission’s August meeting is cancelled. The next meeting will be 
September 25, 2024 at 5:00 pm at the library.  
 

Administrator West provided an administration update. Work continues on 136 N Washington Street and 101 
N Washington Street. Ryan Heise, candidate select for the Deputy Administrator position, was present and 
introduced himself. 
 

Councilperson Lien shared that the Cemetery Committee met last week. They have been working on trimming 
shrubs and finding someone to do monument restoration. 
 

Polk County Board Supervisor Sharon Kelly shared an update from the Polk County Board. The board approved 
the Town of Apple River adopting their own zoning. The County also updated their master fee schedule. Don 
Wortham was appointed Deputy County Administrator.  
 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS 
General Fund: $135,992.28, Library Fund: $3,269.25, Capital Projects Funds: $9,700.00, Capital Improvement 
Plan Fund: $5,418.41, Water Fund: $3,146.44, Sewer Fund: $8,822.03, Room Tax Committee: $295.00 
Lien moved to approve claims, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Campbell and White voted 
aye, motion passed. 
 

Public Comments: 



 

 

 

August 26, 2024                                                                      page 2                                                                                                                            

 

Rhonda Kingery: Asked Council for more transparency and is displeased with the charge to pay water bills 
online. She also requested that the Quail Town sign be returned to N Hamilton Street. 
John Lee: Shared his appreciation for the work on N Hamilton Street and looks forward to lanes being painted 
for pedestrian use. He is concerned about potential dangers with a bridge in the area and would like more 
signage in the Lions Park. 
 

NEW BUSINESS                    
Consider Ordinance 3-24 Rezoning PID 281-01420-0200, 2.29 acres and PID 281-01420-0000, 3.18 acres, 
from R-2 Single Family Residential to Rural Development 
The City received an application from the owners, Building Towers LLC and Jesse Lapinski, to rezone the 5.47 
acres of properties from R-2 Single Family Residential to Rural Development. The properties are not adjacent 
to public utilities and therefore are not readily developable as residential subdivisions. The property owners 
would like the ability to have larger outbuildings and possible hobby farm animals in the future. This would 
match the land use to the South and East of the parcels. The Plan Commission held a public hearing on this 
rezone request at its meeting on August 19, 2024 and recommends approval of the request to rezone these 
parcels to Rural Development. It was noted that one of the properties was not up to date on tax payments.  
Donaghue moved to adopt Ordinance 3-24 rezoning 281-01420-0200 and 281-01420-0000 from R-2 Single 
Family to Rural Development contingent upon the administrator researching the City’s position on tax 
payment and discussing the property owner’s plan to become current with tax payments, second by Campbell, 
voice vote, all voted aye, motion carried.  
 

Consider Proposal from MSA Professional Services, Inc to Prepare a Plan Modification Request to the DNR 
for the City’s Closed Landfill Monitoring 
Per Council’s previous request, Administrator West consulted with MSA and the DNR on the process to modify 
the plan for monitoring the closed landfill. Since the ongoing monitoring has demonstrated there has not been 
detection of the elements monitored at the levels warranting any action, the City would like to reduce the 
monitoring requirements to reduce costs. The monitoring costs for 2024 was $7,240. The DNR shared that 
they are receptive to a plan modification but there would always be some level of monitoring required. MSA 
will prepare and submit a plan modification to the DNR for a fee of $5,500. The DNR will charge a $1,650 one-
time review fee. 
White moved to approve the MSA contract to prepare a modification request to the DNR for landfill 
monitoring for $5,500 and a DNR charge of $1,650 for a one-time review fee, second by Donaghue, roll call 
vote, White, Donaghue, Lien and Campbell voted aye, motion carried. 
 

Consider Amending Resolution 24-13 Increasing Amount of General Obligation Promissory Note 2024A 
Following the adoption of Resolution 24-13 providing for the sale of $1,785,000 in GO Promissory Notes on 
August 12, 2024, the City became aware of a failing storm sewer line running West of the Louisiana and 
Washington Street intersection and running into the river. The City will need to televise the line and determine 
the extent of the repair, which could cost between $150,000 - $200,000. In order to fund this repair, it is 
necessary to increase the amount of the note. Council reviewed the amended resolution. 
White moved to approve the amended Resolution 24-13 increasing the amount of the GO Promissory Note 
2024A from $1,785,000 to $1,985,000, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, White, Donaghue, Lien and 
Campbell voted aye, motion carried. 
 

Consider Agreement with 120Water 
The City contracted with 120Water last year to evaluate and inventory lead water services lines in the City. 
This is a DNR requirement. 120Water submitted a quote for $9,061 to inventory service lines this year. PW 
Director Larson recommended tabling this until he can research more to determine if their service is 
necessary. 
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Lien moved to table consideration of the agreement with 120Water, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all 
voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Adding Pusher Axle to Hooklift Truck Purchase 
PW Director Larson submitted a quote to add a pusher axle to the hooklift truck chassis. This was overlooked 
when the specifications were drafted for the new chassis. It would allow PW to haul more weight in fewer 
trips, saving on fuel, labor and wear and tear. The addition of the pusher axle adds an additional $8,833.51 to 
the price of the truck. 
Lien moved to approve the addition of a pusher axle to the hooklift truck purchase for $8,833.51 from 
Ascendance Truck Center, second by Campbell, roll call vote, Lien, Campbell, Donaghue and White voted aye, 
motion carried. Funds would come from the vehicle replacement fund. 
 

Consider Quote to Pave Reuss Parkway Turnaround 
Monarch Paving provided a quote to pave the Reuss Parkway turnaround for $15,807.90. PW Director Larson 
shared that this project could be postponed for consideration next year. 
Lien moved to reject the bid from Monarch for paving the Reuss Parkway turnaround for $15,807.90, second 
by White, voice vote, all voted aye, motion carried. 
 

Consider Quote for Patching Various Street Sections 
Monarch Paving provided a quote for paving part of the Lions Park Road and patching portions of N. Adams, 
the E. Maryland/N. Jefferson intersection and N. Jefferson Street for $44,939.10.  
Lien moved to approve the Monarch quote for patching various street sections for $44,939.10, second by 
White, roll call vote, Lien, White, Campbell and Donaghue voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Consider Appointments to Committees, Boards and Commissions 
None 
 

Consider Entering Closed Session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(c) considering employment, promotion, 
compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body 
has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility, specifically for the City Administrator position.  
Lien moved to enter closed session pursuant to State Statute 19.85(1)(c) considering employment, promotion, 
compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has 
jurisdiction or exercises responsibility, specifically for the City Administrator position, second by Donaghue, roll 
call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Campbell and White all voted aye, motion passed. 
 

Reconvene in Open Session 
Lien moved to reconvene in open session, second by Donaghue, voice vote, motion passed. 
 

Action from Closed Session, if Any 
Council discussed a contract that was negotiated with candidate Ryan Heise for the City Administrator 
position. He will begin working on an hourly basis immediately and begin full-time on September 16, 2024 
after a preplanned vacation. Administrator West will stay on for a transition period.  
Lien moved to approve the employment agreement as discussed with Ryan Heise for the City Administrator 
position, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Campbell and White all voted aye, motion 
carried. 
 

ADJOURNMENT  
Lien moved to adjourn, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed at 8:45 pm. 
 

Kirk Anderson, Mayor                                                                                Sarah Jensen, City Clerk 


