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CITY OF ST CROIX FALLS
Minutes of the Common Council Meeting
August 28, 2023 7:00 PM In Person and via Zoom
City Hall, 710 Hwy 35, St. Croix Falls, WI

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Kirk Anderson called a regular meeting of the City of St. Croix Falls Common Council to order at 7:00
pm on Monday, August 28, 2023 at City Hall in person and via zoom, pursuant to due notice. Roll call:
Councilpersons Warren White, Joe Snyder, Craig Lien and Shannon Donaghue were present in person. Also
present in person: Administrator Joel West, PW Director Matt Larson and Clerk Sarah Jensen. All joined in the
salute to the flag.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Lien moved to approve the minutes of the Council Meeting of August 14, 2023, second by Donaghue, voice
vote, all voted aye, motion passed.

REPORTS

Public Works Director Matt Larson presented the July Public Works Report. They mowed ditches, installed the
bulk water filling station at the firehall, replaced the DEF cartridge on the street sweeper, worked on the Lion’s
Park restrooms, patched potholes, and flushed the fire hydrants at the fairgrounds. There were several days of
set up and tear down for Wannigan Days. The new dump truck arrived. Bunker panels were installed for the salt
shed. The roof will be installed when it arrives. Lion’s Park paving will be done next year. The North Hamilton
Street project is going well. Mayor Anderson asked Larson to provide an overview of the project. Larson shared
that the project is necessary because the water mains were from the 1950’s and prone to break, there were
significant water drainage issues, buildings in the ROW and the road was in very poor condition. The project
will include replacing the water mains, installing proper ditches, repaving N Hamilton Street and providing
pedestrian access with a wider shoulder. It was noted that the T-lines were replaced last year.

Library Director Su Leslie provided Library Report via email. The library continues to be utilized by many
residents. They received many positive comments on library staff over the summer. Plaza gardeners have also
been working hard. There are several fun events scheduled for all ages. Story time for ages 0-5 is on
Wednesdays. There will also be an Author Visit with Mark Peacock on September 21 for adults.

Administrator West shared a PAT Commission update. The deadline for the State Street mural project is
September 1. A jury will select the top three candidates to go before Council. A day to clean up invasive species
at Riegel Park is being coordinated. Work continues on creating signage with common themes. Councilperson
White shared support of the public comment from Todd Nelson, an avid biker who stated a desire to see more
biking access to downtown.

Administrator West provided an administration update. Work continues with financial advisors and legal
counsel for the September 11 bond sale. The sales of 101 and 107 N Washington continue to progress. Staff
also continues to work with financial advisors on the creation of TID 2. There will be a Special Plan
Commission Meeting on September 7 with a public hearing on the creation of TID 2. The City received a grant
to redo Thompson Pkwy. The City also received a $6,000 grant through the Wisconsin Arts Board for artists
showing work downtown.

Councilperson Lien shared an update from the Cemetery Committee. They met last week and received a bid for
monument restoration for $6,000.

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS

General Fund: $33,742.20, Library Fund: $1,659.84, Capital Projects Funds: $232,772.04, Water Fund:
$4,185.85, Sewer Fund: $4,664.24, Room Tax Fund: $1,000.00.

Lien moved to approve claims, second by Donaghue, roll call vote, Lien, Donaghue, Snyder and White voted
aye, motion passed.
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PUBLIC COMMENTS

Brad Dosch: asked if curb, gutter and sidewalk installation is a part of the North Hamilton Street project. West
responded that it is not a part of the project.

Councilperson Warren White commented that there is a sign that appears to be temporary near Sir Smokes A
Lot but has been there longer than 14 days. White also shared appreciation of the police department in
responding well to a mental health call.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider Working with Lakeland Communications on Extension of Mainline Internet Cable on 220t
Street

The owner of 1323 220" Street has a potential renter for the vacant building. However, cable or T-1 internet
service is not available at that location or in that stretch of 220" Street. Per Lakeland Communications, it is
possible to install a mainline to serve the largely unserved areas South of Pine Street on 220th Street. The cost
for the mainline extension and a secondary line for Aspen Drive is $14,288 and is not economical for only one
user. Discussion for Council was whether there was interest in cost sharing with Lakeland on the investment
and recovering costs as users are added. Council noted having the service in place would make the area more
attractive for incoming businesses and they would prefer to respond to a proposal from Lakeland. Consensus
was to continue discussions with Lakeland and bring a proposal back for Council’s consideration.

Consider Appointments to Committees, Boards and Commissions: Joint Review Board
None at this time.

ADJOURNMENT
Lien moved to adjourn, second by Donaghue, voice vote, all voted aye, motion passed at 8:02 pm.

Kirk Anderson, Mayor Sarah Jensen, City Clerk



